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and it will repay tenfold the expenditure of the 9s 6d
net plus whatever our thriving booksellers exact by
way of war benus or what not. Here is a passage that
caught our eye this morning when we wandered to the
spot on our shelves where the book was, after having
been pestered and exasperated for far too long by that
modern abomination, the telephone :-—

“There is no help in visions of Arcadia; yet it is
2 plain fact that in days gone by the peasantry found
life more endurabie, aund yet were miore intelligent
than our clod-hoppers who still hold by the plough.
They had their folk-songs, now utterly forgotten. They
had romances and fairy love, which their descendants
could no more appreciate than an idylt of Theoeritus.
Ah, but let it be remembered that they also had a
hame, and this is the illumining word. . . Well-
meaning folk talk about re-awakening love of the coun-
try by weans of deliberate instruction. Ties any hope
that way! Does it seem {o promise a rveturn of the
time when the old Euglish names of the flowers were
common on rustie lips-—by which, indeed, they were
first nttered. The fact that flowers and birds are well-
nigh forgolten, togeiher with the sengs and elves,
shows how advinsced s the process of rural degenera-
tion. Most likely it s foolish to hape for the revival
af any bypoue social viclue. The hushandman of the
fudnve will, T davesay, be o well-paid mechanic, of the
engine-driver species: as he poes ahout bis work hoe
will sing the last vefrain of the wusic-hall, and his
oft-recuwrring holidavs will be spent in the nearest towi
For him, 1 fancy, there will be little attraction in ever
such melodious talk about - connnon objects of the
country.”  Flowers, perhap<. at all events those of
talth and pasture, will have heen all inpraved awav.
And, as likelv az not, the word [ome will have only
a special sivuificiowes, indicatiog the common abode of
retued Jaborers who wre drawing the ofd-ace pension,”
Progress

ffow true it all =0 Haw true above all of New
Zealand ! into what a =muall enclosure vou could pen
the favored few amonu us who liave ever known Lhe
old flowers of which Ceorve Gissing =peaks. For the
average vouth liere old naines such as bachelor’s bulton,
Londoen pride, snap-dragon, sweet-briar, cowslips, farry-
fingers. and wosdbine are wards of a foreign tongue.
To many the charms of the Bush ave unknown and Uhe
mystery of the dimly lichted eathedrals of the woods
has ne appeal. In urly towns and in broad acves where
Ulilitarianism s supreme and the landseape means
nothing children are veared who will never know the
delights of woods and streams aund fields. Romance
never got a fooling here, and the awful schools see to
it that it unever shall. Visitors comment unfavorably
on the low standard of taste revealed by the songs sung
amongst us.  The drab materialism of life which seeks
its highest iuspiration in a picture-show is hopeless.
The smug placemen and politicians in whose hands the
people are content to leave their interests are still more
hopeless. Outside the Catholic Church, which, thank
Geod, always stands firm for whatever is sane and lovely
in life, there is fittle beauiy or sanity or soundness in
town or counlry. Faith is dead. The minds of the
young are too earthly to appreciate the old songs, the
old stories, the old romances and fairy lore. Tlome-
life is decaying. The flapper with her latch-key, the
old-faced youths of the Godless schools are in power.
And we call it Progress!

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN

At Vespers on last Sunday evening, at St. Joseph's
Cathedral, Mrs. J. Coventry gave an artistic rendering
of “'With Verdure Clad,” from Haydn’s oratorio “The
Creation.”’ Besides the ordinary musie; the Cathedral
choir sang the “‘Te Deum’’ in thanksgiving for peace.

The Sisters of Mercy and Children of St. Vincent
de Paul’s Orphanage, South Dunedin, tender sincere
thanks to Mr. Andrew Hegarty, of 8t. Clair, who very
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kindly donated a gift of £20 for the purpose of provid-
ing a special treat for the orphans during the peace
holidays. ‘

Requiem Masses for the repose of the souls of the
soldiers who lost their lives in the late war were cele-
brated on Monday morning at the Church of 8. Mary,
Star of the Sea, Port Chalmers, and at the Church
of the Sacred Fleart, North-East Valley., There were
good congregations at both churches.

Members of St. Joseph’s and 8t. Patrick’s branches
of the Hibernian Society, in gcod numbers, took part,
in the splendid procession in celebration of peace, which
provided such a memorable spectacle in Dunedin en
last Saturday. The Hibernian display was very credit-
able, and compared favorably with those organised by
the cther friendly societies.

Solemn Reyuiem Mass for the repose of the souls
of the soldiers who died during the war was celebrated
at St. Joseph's  Cathedral on  Monday. Rev.
¢ Collins was  celebrant,  Rev. E. ~ Audersen
deacon, and  Rev. . Marlow subdeacon. The
nnpressive  incldental music was sung by St. Jo-
seph’s Cathedral Choir. There was a crowded congre-
gation. At the conclusion ¢f Mass (he Absolution at
the Catalalque was given by Father Collins.

A meeting of the Particular Couneil of the St.
Vineent «e Paul Society in the Circumseription of
Dunedin, was held in St. Joseph's Hall on Tuesday
evening, July 15, all conferences being represented.
Fu the unavoidable absence of Very Rev. Father Coffey,
Father Kaveney presided.  Miss N. Murphy was ap-
pomted delegate 1o represent the society on 8t. Joseph’s
Cathedral Parich Committee of the Catholic Federa-
tlon, Mra, W Duffv, president ef the Particular Coun-
cil,expressed recrel at thie loss sustained by the society
at the resdwnation of Miss M. 'Neil]l (late secretary),
whe has gene to the Nerth Island, and Miss N Murphy
wits appoeinted in her stead.
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N.Z. CATHOLIC FEDERATION

DUNEDIN DIOCESAN COUNCIT..

The fifth innual meeling of the Dunedin Diocesan
Couneil ot the Catlolic Federation was held on Friday
evening, July 18, Mr. D, 1., LVoppelwell, vice-presi-
dent, presided in ihe absence, through indisposition, of
Very Rev. Father Coffiey (president). The following
delegaies representing parish committees were present :
St Jozeph's Cathedval (Dunedin), Mr. E. Sandys: St.
Patrick's (South Dunedin}, Father Delany ; Gore, Very
Rev. P O’Deunell, Mr, D. T.. Poppelwell ; Masgiel,
Me. T Walls: Wintou, Father Kaveney (proxy); In-
vercargili, Me. T, J. Hussey (proxy) : Queenstown, Mrs.
FoHallv (proxyy. Mr. J. Hally (treasurer) and Miss
Freda Kennedy {zecretary) of the Dioeesan Council
were alzo present. A comprehensive report on the
workings and firances of the Federation, under the
Jurisdiction of the Diacesan Council of Dunedin, was
submitted, and incidentally {ouched upon subjects of
intevest. such as Christian influence, Catholic patriot-
s, and Catholic education.  In moving the adoption
of the report and statement of accounts, Mr. Poppel-
well referred to the satisfactory position of the Federa-
tinn as regards membership and finance. 11e congratu-
lated the compiler of the report on the manner in which
Catholic principles were asserted, and in this conneclion
paid a warm tribute to the V.7, Tublet, a journal we
had good reason to be proud of for itls manly, ontspoken
attitude on not alone Catholic affairs, bul on those
of peneral public interest. Tn seconding the adeption

of the report, Very Rev. Father O’'Donnell said that

while congratnlaling the Federation on its past pro-
gress, he felf that something should be done to inferest
country people in Federation aims and objects. There
was (he said) plenty of room for an increase in mem-

* bership, and, desirable as it was to progress, some such

action as he indicated should be adopted to arouse and
sustain inlerest. The scholarship question received at-

Hotel Stewart - Gore

————(OrroziTe RarLway HRrarion)
EVERY COMFORT AND CONVENIENCE.
M. PETERBON Propnisrazas.
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