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(By Mr. G.-H. Ambler, Christchurch.)

vr ; SELECTION ANDMATING.,,
As most poultrykeepers , will be; busily engagedselecting, and mating up their .breeding stock for the

coming season, a short article on this; subject will not
be out of place, as, unless birds i are carefully selected
and ; mated, the: poultrykeeper' to use a horsey phrase,
will be “off his horse.” It is now quite generally con-
ceded that one s. success . in incubating, brooding, and
growing stock depends, very largely upon the vitalityof breeders, , ■ especially if disease does not enter in
as an important factor. - This being the case, consti-
tutional vigor should be the basis for selecting, and mat-ing our breeding; stock. - But how is constitutional
vigor to be measured? is the vital question; To mymind there is only one absolute method, and that isto.test our stock during the pullet and cockerel year;then the second year we would be breeding from testedspecimens. What we term a; tested hen is one that hasbeen either trap-nested or single-pen tested to deter-mine the number of eggs laid, her eggs tested for fer-
tility and hatchability, and her chicks tested for liveli-
ness, ';rapid and continuous growth. By a tested male
I mean one which has been tested .for the same pointsas the hen, except egg-production, and in addition tothese points the performance of his daughters, whichis the supreme test for the male. Of course, we wantto apply this test to the hen also, but if she is a goodlayer herself we naturally expect her daughters to begood layers, if the sire is of the right composition. To
test a flock in this way, I realise, is beyond the ordinarypoultrykeeper,:-, and as a rule -.belongs only to experi-mental station work. But poultrymen who trap-nest orsingle-pen their birds can easily'test each hen for fer-
tility and hatchability, but to keep a record of theliveliness and growth of the chicks would necessitatekeeping a record of each individual chick from the timeit was hatched, to maturity, which would be out of thequestion. Inasmuch as the average poultryman cannotresort to such scientific methods, there are other waysby which he can determine fairly accurately the vitalityand worth of , his breeders,, and one of the most im-
portant of these is general appearance and vitality. Byshape I do not mean those characteristics that separate
our birds into breeds and varieties. Select breedersthat conform as closely as possible to the following de-scription, and as a rule they will be strong vigorous
specimens. . This description applies to both male andfemale:

The Kind- to Select. ,

Size—Those nearest standard ' weight should - beselected for breeders, as there are many reasons whythose that are either oversized or undersized should notbe chosen. The former are more or less" inclined to beinactive and also clumsy. This applies both to male andfemale, and may become a much more serious objectionin the male than the female, as he may not be ableto perform his duties as a breeder. Undersized birdsshould also be rejected, as the.tendency in most of thebreeds and varieties is downward rather than upwardas far as size is concerned. Poor ’breeding and rearinghave no doubt something to do with this, but it is notoften that we raise a flock of large birds from smallparents. If. one has a male that is undersized, but ex-
ceptionally good in other respects, he should be matedto large females, but better results follow when bothmale and female are more uniform in size. Head—-

From many points of view the head of a specimen isnot considered very important, but from *other view-points it is extremely so. The head is not only a fineindex to the general health of the specimen, but showshis alertness, vigor and snap.;. If the head is too small
and refined, it indicates lack of vitality. The best speci-mens should have a , medium-sized;ihead, with short,stubby beak (which .denotes strength) fairly well curved’
a short face, or short ' from the eye to the end of the

beak, broad between the<eyes with comb set'welt uponthe head and fairly " thick, especially at the base, andstanding up well. The eye should be bold, of good size,bright, clear and snappy. The face should have a
good'healthy,color.,; Neck—This • portion of the birdshould not be. too long, but fairly? short, as such a neckindicates strength? Back—The back should be broadand : straight, ; not * only broadacrossT the ■ shoulders justback of the neck, but the breadth should be carried back?to the tail. One of; the great weaknesses of birds;is thenarrowing of the r back ; from- neck:l to tail. Avoid thedouble pitch-roof type .of, back. This . section is an ex-tremely important part of the specimen; las it forms
the framework of the body. - Again, the reproductive
organs lie just below the back, and wo >want;i these
organs to have plenty of room. This portion of the
specimen should be long as well as broad, but we do
not want the length to be : out of proportion to thebreadth and give it a narrow appearance. X Breast—t
From a utility point of view, the breast is a. mostimportant part of the specimen, as it contains, moremeat proportionally than any other part. It should
be deep, round, full, and broad. Avoid those birdsthat have narrow, sharp, or flat breasts, that are cut
up too much just in front of the legs. A specimen hav-
ing a full- crop must not be mistaken for one with afull breast. We naturally think that a fowl with a
good strong breast has a great deal of vitality. BodyBody, used in this sense, includes those portions of thereal body of the specimen exclusive of the back andbreast; in other words, the sides, underline; ; and the
back part below the tail, or what is termed the fluff.In the body, then, we must look for depth and length,as the back governs the breadth or thickness. To mea-sure the depth, place the end of the thumb on themiddle of the back just back of and underneath thewing, and allow the fingers to pass down the side tothe keel. We should look for great depth at this point.A side view of the bird should show the body extendingwellback of a vertical line passing through the kneejoint. This gives us a large frame upon which to putmeat. The underline should be fairly straight, and
specimens whose abdomen sags or appears baggy shouldbe avoided, as this shows a tendency .to break down.

The Kind to Reject. ■ - <v - :
No one should select for a breeder a specimen thathas the following characteristics:—Long, slim back,crow or snake head, sleepy eyes, long neck, narrowchest, wedge-shaped back, pinched tail, long legs andtoes, extremely shallow abdomen, or a

" bird which isdeformed in any way. Specimens of this descriptioneither have hereditary taint or have grown under con-ditions that are far from ideal, or it may be they are
overloaded with disease germs or worms. Those whichhave had any serious sickness should also 1be rejected.A great many people claim their hens are better breed-
ers than pullets. One reason for this is because thehens during, their pullet year have been culled andculled. Those that were weak were eliminated, and wetherefore have less sickness : during : the : second year
among our flock than during the first year, but it ison account of the weaker ones having been weeded out.
Note—Select your breeders and place them in a penby themselves a month or six weeks before you wish to
use the' eggs. •- In : this way? they can be kept under-
close observation, and actually studied. has .ivusnuo'

' It’s most provoking: to c find, after moving, - thatyour furniture has been scratched or otherwise injuredas the result of - unskilled; work. >i Gettus to remove ■ it;and ensure careful expert handling, oh We have .lettersfrom people in ail . parts of the Dominion:-. telling ushow. well we have -.removed their furniture j - THENEW ZEALAND. EXPRESS CO., LTD. od

CLINCHER CYCLE TYRES are guaranteed
twelve, and fifteen months. If.- your, dealer

—i stock, try the next CycleIShop, _
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