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should find them teaming with supernatural favors.
To-day we shall contemplate them only in the life and
deeds of the Maid of Orleans. On the threshold of our
subject we are met by an objection constantly repeated
by false science and unbelief—Is a miracle possible ?
So silly is the objection that it exasperated one of the
most famous infidels, Jean Jacques Rousseau. ‘“This
question,” says he, ‘‘seriously treated were impious, if
npt absurd; the man who would solve it mnegatively
would be too honored by punishment: he ought to be
put in a wadhouse—d faudrait Uenfermer.”

Let us exariine it, however. These who deny the
possibility of a miracle start from the principle that
the laws which rvegulate the harmonious course of Na-
ture obey a uniform force necessarily invariable. Any
modification of these laws would subvert the general
order, But these pretended scientific arguments are
dashed to atoms against the simple consideration of
God’s omuipotence. God created tliese laws, God is
master of these laws. and He can, by an effort of the
same will wiich established them, suspend their course
or modify their manifestations. Can He Whe alone
and freelv determined these Iaws Le Flimself their pri-
sener? Surely net. Such an assertion is {he rankest
ahsurdily. Both in the physical ovder and in the moral
arder. a mivacle v pussible, sinco it is the effect of an
infinite power, which commands and governs with sov-
ereign and unlimited autherts,  Not only 1s a miracle
possible. but it essentially befits Tdvine government.
for it stamps with o solemn and indisputable ¢havacter
its providential action in sullunary events,

No doubt, God's power is splendidiv exhibited in
the wondrous work of creation: yet men grow aceus-
tomed to the crand speciacle of the universe and cease
to be affected therebv. Bui. let an extraordinary faut
Lappen outside the laws of Natnre, instantly they are
stricken with wonder, and are compelled 1o acknowledge
the hand of the Most 1ligh. Still (mavk it well}, these
extraordinary strokes of Providenca distnrh not the
general ovder, bnt concur in it most admirably: for
the hamutable designs of God ave fulfiled in the excep-
tion"as well as [u the law., When God inlervenes in
the covernmment of the werld, or in the lite of the
Church, it belongs Lo His wizdom to =o stamp 1lis action
as to reveal e ovigin, Thus Our Lord Jesus Clivist
proved Hix Divine mizsdon by Tis holiness and by the
aplendor of tlis vriracles.  Aund when Ile uses cortain
chozen creatures heve below as the intermediavies of
His power, and the sxecutors of His desigus, 1le pifts
them with a supernatuval force: He marks them with
Divine tokens which clearly exhibit them as the envoys
and the instrumenis of 1lix providence.

So it was with Joan of Ave, At what time was
Divine, intervention 1more oppertune, nay, more neces-
sary, than at the moment owr heavenly messenger mada
her appesrance!  Reenll to inind the sad plicht. of
France: "l gronde gorie gl et wu o rogasme e
Frapee " —at e tine when Joan of Are. prier 1o bo-
coming the heroic warrior of many battiefields, was tha
fowlv and gentle villawe-girt assiduous praver, ato the
spinning-wheel, or minding her Hock,  What dark dave
then fell on Tranee! Aflor the civil discord, which
had reddened ber sail with hey bload afler the Creat
Schism of the West which for o while theeatened the
break-up of the unity of the Church, a dveadful plague
devastated the lund. The English, alveady masters of
a port of French territory, extended their conguests
and their victories fur and wide. 1n vain did French
traditional valer oppose the conquerors: it gradually
yielded every inch of the sacred soi} of fatherland, after

strewhug with s myriad corpses the Dhattlefields of
Crecy, Peitiery, and Agin

ik

T the invasion was added the fratricidal struggle
Lelween the Avwagnacs and the Burgundians, the
King's ivsanity. degrading treaties, and the proclama-
tion of Henrv V. of England as Regent of France.

When Charles VIL. succeeded his unhappy father,
his whele kingdom was reduced to a few provinces south
of the Loire, Lo the remuauts of an army, to discouraged
counseliors, and ruined popuiations ; and he himself,
disheartened by misfortune, had begun. to despair.
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Was it, then, the end of France, the end of ‘‘la douce
et nolble Frauce,” the end of the fairest realn barring
that of Heaven ? Human wisdom might have so thought.
But God decreed its salvation: the most Christian
nation could not perish. Joan was destined by God,
uot ounly to free Frauce from the stranger’s yoke, but
to save tho faith of the Frenchk people. But for Joan
and her victories, and her triumphant but tragic maxr-
tyrdom, Ifenry VIII. of England about one hundred
years later (in virtue of the imiquitous Treaty of Troyes,
1420, which betrayed the rights of the legitimate Kings
of France aud seld them {o England), weuld have been
master and King of France. With him schism, and
with his suceessors leresy, would have ascended the
threue of Charvlemague and St. Tonis. [Tad they driven
Catholic Frauce, the Eldest Daughter of the Church,
into apostasy, as England was driven, one of the
strongest bulwarks of Rome and Catholicism against
the rising lide of the Reforniation would have been
swepl away, snd Western: Kurope would surely have
been covered with the flood. The splendid Catholic
life of France duriug the 16th and 17(h centuries would
have heeen impossible.  Jean of Are saved France from
the grasp of the foc: she kept France as a distinct
nation wpon ihe map of Enrope.  That solemn fact
Franee can vever forgel. Undoubiedly the Maid of
Donmremy swas the wavionr of French nationaiity, But
Joan il more. Hlie preserved Fraues for the fold of
Peter. She kept it for the Catholic Chuvch.

But consider the gualities of this iustrument of
the natirmal resurrection. No great general——ng diplo-
watizt of genins No, bt a young givl almost a child,
alenwly peasant, simiple, upright, pure, obedient to her
parents, gentle with her companions, charitable to the
poor, the pride and edification of her parish—Joan of
Are, now so kbown In history.  Observe her well—she
wis catled o bring into vivid light the véle of France,
hey vecation (o be ever the good seldier of Jesus Churist,
e fen sersiend e Fesus ('/'lr‘éh‘\'f'." ay =t. Louls used to
sy thus inooie word indicating the true glovy of lis
corntry. [ the eves of Joan of Are, Jesus Christ was
the trioe King of France: Charles V110 only His lieu-
tenant. I sl was ealled to remake the national unity
by the expuision of the foreigner, and by constituting
the provinves under the sceptre of Charles VIT., her
final atie was to insurve the aunthority of Jesus Chrisé,
and she coustantly repeated that such was Ler mission.
At Vauconiours she said to the Sire Jde Baudricourt:
“The Kingdom helongs, not te the Dauphin @ it belongs
to oy Lord. But my TLerd wills that the Dauphin be
a Fine and Ln'd his Kangdom in commission—en com-
meidde. AL Chinon she sald to the King himself:
“Gontil Bauphing, 1 am called Joan the Maid—7canne
foo Pureclle —and the King of Kings requires through
e thel vor be ancinted at Rheims, and you shall be
the hentensnt of the King of lMeaven, Who is «the
IKing of Franee.” Joan was al the service of Christ
Bafore shie was at the service of Charles VIIL, She
wiotu to the imhabitants of Troyes: '“Joan the Maid
trforims aud apprises vou by the King of Ileaven, her
rightful and sovereign Lovd, in whose royal service she
daily Tives."" To live in union with Jesus Christ, to
serve 1L daily. fo insure Iis royalty over France, to
proclaim and set in henor for all times and countries
this vital prineiple: that true authority comes from
God, aud that 1t alone avails in regard to human con-
seienee by the stability of that origin—such was the
main abject (too often forgotten by historians) of Joan's
mission, .

How did she fulfil that mission? * What first strikes
us in the achievement of her great work is the weakness
and the nathingness of the instrument chosen by God:
“Gad chose the weal things of this world to confound
the strong.” (L. Cor. 27.} Joan, a poer daughter of
the people, without education, without support, with-
out credit, forsaken of all, contradicted by her kindred,
Lhampered in her first steps by everyone in authority
over her. At her first appearance she was jeered at
by the unbelief of hev day as an aver-excited girl, hal-
Dicinated, hyprotised. Alsurd imipubtations!  Joan
an over-excited girl!  She whose innocent life delighted
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