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everywhere, even in their law-books, 1nsepmra.ble from'

their thoughts, their speech, and their every-day
actions. Music was the handmaid of poetiy, which was
composed in such a way as to be played or sung. All
the Trish Celts possessed harps, and these were found
in every home and at every gathering. Song, festivity,
humor ruled more universally in Ireland thap in any
other Celtic nation.

Cormae Mae Arvt, grandson of Con of the Hundred
Battles, was the wisest of Ireland’s early kings. Under
him flourished the great military organisation called
the “‘Fiannas,”” or ‘““Braves,” whose chief leader was
Fiun Mac Cumbhail. Cormac himself, though ke fought
in many battles, made himsell illustrious by the arts
of peace. Two works of his come down to us—The
Brehon Lews and Instruetion for a King, written to
preserve marlters, morals, and good povernment in the
kingdom.

In religious matters the Celts of Ireland were

pagans, but the gross idolatry of the Celts of Gaul
never prevailed amongst them. Excavations and re-

searclies hiave never resulted in the discovery of the
staiue of a god, or of any other pagan sign. The an-
cient Irish possessed no mythology escept harmless
fairy tales, and no poetical histories of gods or god-
desses——indeed, the probability is that they wern nob
idolaters. - Their priests or Druids, eminently learned
men, were certainly monotheists, recognising the exist-
once of one supreime being.  As soon as Christianity
was preached to the Trish, they rushed to a life of
perfection. Even St. Patrick was surprised at their
ardor. The sons of Irishmen,” he says, “‘and the
daughters of their chieftains want {o hecome monks
and viegins of Christ”

Tradition tells of invasions or colonisations of Eire,
and traces them all back to an origin in the Mediler-
rancan, Parvthalon and Nemed are said {o have been
the first two colonies, but part of the Nemedian colany
returned to the Mediterranean and served as slaves.
They were zet to work to carry earth in wallets to en-
riell the slopes of the vinevards ; hence they were called
“Firbolgs' or “Men of the leathern wallets.” Forty
years later came a new body of invaders, the Tualha
de Danaan. They also were of the Nemedian race and
had learut magic from the Greeks. When Syria over-
ran Greece, they fled to Nerway and thence to lrve-
laud. Sowe 200 years later came the Milesians, whe
defeated the mavic-working de Danaans and took pos-
sesgion of the counlry.

We have =aid that the Trish were not builders of
cities : they were builders. nevertheless, and have feft
behind them wmany wonderful menuments.  Tn Brugh
na Boinne, the burying-place of the pagan Ivish kings,
are still to b seen the remains of vast sepulchres,
and at Carrowmore is found a group of stone circles
that Las no paralle! in the British Tsles, The whole
country is dotted over with railt and liss, cahir and
cairn.  The mansions of the chieffaing were ‘“‘raths”
used tor dwellings, and “duns’” construeted with a
view Lo resisting altacks,  These raths and duns were
i part uuder grevnd and in part above. cirewdar in
fornt, bnabt sametimes of stones, more often of sadded
clay., 'The viins of these are now being explored. and
relive are being exhutned . which show thal real objects
of art emhellished the dwellings of Trishmen, probably
Before the fonundation of Rome and while Greece was
yel 1 a state of Larbarism,

Such was the golden age of pre-Christian Treland—
“Treland, Queen of the Weslern Seas,

Long hax Leen the hour of thine ungueening.

And the just nnderstand that thine hour is at hand,
Thive henv at hand, with power in the dawning.”
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THE BATTLE OF CLONTARF.

The Dottle of Clontarf was fought in the year

1014, when Brian Born was King of Treland. The

contesting porties were the Danes and the Irish. These

by WiLniax
Dannevirke {age

'Danes or Northmen as they were called, came from

Norway and Denmark, from the Orkney and Shetland
Isles, from Northumbria and Man, and from Cantyre
and Cornwall. Their two best-known leaders were
Brodir, of Man, and Sigurd, Earl of Orkneys. The
Trish leader was their king, Brian Boru.

Clontarf stretches from the crescent-shaped north
strand of Dublin harbor towards the promontory of
Howth. The meadow-land between slopes gently up-
ward and inward from the heach, and for the myriad
duels which formed the ancient battle no field could
present less possible vantage ground Lo the combatants
on etther side.

On the 18th of April, 1014, the great Danish fleet
arrived i Dulblin Bay. Most of the galleys anchored
in the hay, some were moored in the mouth of the
river Liffey, while the rest were Leached or anchored
m a vast line stretching along the Clontarf shore.

In the meantime one of the princes of Leinster
had deserted to the Danish side, and was so eager to
helpp them that he took all his followers with hine.
On lhearing this Brian secretly dispatched a bady of
soldiers to raid the traitor’s territory. This news was
carriedd by a spy lo the Danish camp, and the {rator
urged Brodiv that now was the thme to atlack, as
Brian's best troops were away, Accordingly, on Hely
Thursday the Danes announced that they would fight
on the morrow. TBrian did not wish to engage in baltle
on that day, which would be Good Friday, that awinl
anniversary when the altars of the Church are veiled
througheout Christendom, and the dark stene is rolled
to the door of the mystic sepulchre.

The Danish leit wing consisted of the Dublin Danes
and one thousand men in coais of mail commanded
by ihe youthful princes, Arnud and Carlus.  Tu the
centre, Maelmorra, the traitor prince, commanded the
Leinster men, while on the right the foreign Danes were
under Bradiv and Sigurd.  Facing the Dublin Danes
on the Irish right were the Dalcassians under Murrogh,
Brian's son. In the cenire were the men from Mun-
ster under Cian and Domhnall, while on the left were
the Connanght men under 'Ileyne and (yKelly.

Before the baitle, Brian, mounied on his battle
charcer, and with a cross in his hand, rwde in front
and zolemnly addvessed the army.  [le told them to
“rentember that on this day Christ died for us on the
Mount f Calvary™ : he told themn also to remember all
the Danes had done, and that in fichting them they
fought for their country and their faith and that Caod
would be with them in the feht.  Tuspired by these
words his army rushed upon the foe. It was Good
Friday, the 23rd April. 1014, just as the tide was av
its full.  There was no cavalry in either army, nor can
we discern any system of tactics by which masses of
men make or resist an altack. The battle was rather
a seriex of single combats ln which personal prowess was
the deciding clement. 1f was a fiercely contested fight.
Morning ]m wed inte mid-day and mid-day into evening
hut ctill the battle vaged.  Standards had fallen, UIB
vanks wore fatally thmnm!, and the ground was cov-
eved with dead and dyimg men; yeb neither side would
give way, and even as the sun descended Celt and
Dasue still faced cach other in that grim death struggle.

On the left O’ Kelly and O'lMeyue, with many a
gallant Connaught man were dead, and the preat Si-
guul himself was with the slain.  On the right the
slaughter was great, for in no part of the battle had
the oonte‘at. heen waged more fiercely. The dead lay
in heaps, and ou the blood-soddened fields the mail-
clad Norwerian and the hardy veteran from the Ter-
gng and the Shannon, after their fierce encounter,
tagether peacefully in death.

After Brian DBoruw’s famous address to his army,
at the entreaty of his friends he retired to his tent,
which stood at some distance, and was there guarded
By three of lis aides. Here he allernately prostrated
himself before the crucifix or locked out from the tent
door upon the dreadful scene that lay beyond. Towards
sunset one division of the enemy under Brodir was re-
treating, when Bredir, perceiving the tent of Brian
standing apart without any guard and the aged king

o his knees hefore the erucifix, rushed in, et him
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