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‘away with Kevin. Now tell me [rankly, my little girl,
whether you will be my nephew’s wife, mistress anl
lacy of Wilderspin, with all the happiness a hushand
and father can provide [ov you: or will you (with a
sudden fieree change of manuner) go with this pair of
musical owls, to simg on the stage aud wake a show
o vourself io the world?” . _

“Lord Wilderspin,” sald Fan, trembling a little,
“‘vou have brought me up and trained we for a par-
ticular purpese. I wish to lulfil that purpose.”

The signora and the llavienspicler advanced, and
each seized one of her hands. =he broke frew them,
and followed Captain Rupert, who had twied to the
dooi.

“Do not he vexed with me.” she said.  “"You
never could have been satisfied with mwe.  As the lady
of Wilderspin I should have been a troublesowme
failure.”

T was willing (o fake the risk,”
looked as if he would sav somcthine wore:
stead, dropped her hand el lefi the room ahrupidy.

“OR to London wilhout his breaklast.” mrowled
Lord Wilderspint. looking after hix uwephew with an
amount of sympathy which he lhad never Lefore _t'v!%
for the younger man--a =yipativ whivh was destined
to lay the foundation of theronsh vond feeling hetween
the two meu for thie romabader of their live; Thus
-much good had Fan's fitile Bivoluntary mischiei-makinge
brought in itx train,

A nice dance vou have  led us ovown
grumbled Liis lordships, =eawiing ar the oird, whis af;_m:I
with pale checks and fwa preat feavs i e vyes vaziny
at the door throuch which hier lover lud cones Nerve
us right for beine sueh rfoolss Never witi otk io
understand a girl ageie, Now, ron oaws O e
tinent monkev, and pack vouv vrunks for Tealv”

In a \'er:; short time aiter tlis 1he stenora, [Terr
Harfenspieler, and Fan owere on ther wav to Mslan,
where Lord Wilderspin wis 1o Jein theny o Tew weeks
Tater.

Seated Detween ler twoe drinmphant Duestriaviors,
Fan, in the beginuing of the fourney, wis sl enoneh,
She was leavine the vood home thay detd =heliered hoer
for vears, }m\"in:' cricved  amd danpoinied ench one
of the kind friends whe had clevished e Trne. she
had enjoyed the#supreme plensure of heaving news of
Kevin and of =eeiny her benelinctors foveed {0 aclotw-
ledge that he wus as worthv, s nolie, as ~he had
ever believed him to bo.  But with this el come no
certainty that he rewmembere:l her or wis seckine Tor
her. And she had ue clue o his wherealiont=, o
means of reaching him. or voealling the el o e
existence to his il

As they proceeded on thehr heawitul wiv, hows
ever, she gradually awahkened Hrom her Jdali, nnil‘.l-sr-l
ested state of dizappointiment ta the conzeicus=ness ol
new life: the strange world of the Alps exeived and
amazed her. Even at itz very cubrance her hoarl beoun
to beab fast, and as valley alter valley was {raversed,
and still higher vegions ol beauty opened above Twr
head, a glad Neht bewan Lo shine in der eves again,
and the Et‘ig‘ht bhlood began o stow in her ('110_&1:.\‘. The
perpetual mustering and shitting of great hetehts fas-
cinated her: mountains thal met, scared, and parted
again lo make way for vet preater than t!w:\', to allow
giants still more mighiy ta oo aned c-l‘.l;nh nenrer
Neaven upon their showhders.  Alwavs peering on he-
fore towards dazzling vistas, cpening ax it from {he
clouds, she graduatly Tost steht ol =ell with its hm':lm\_:a
and entering the Via Mala secned o Gread upon anr

They hacd tett their carviage, and walked along
the narrow road. The mountains, 1o longer opening
their arms to reeeive smiling vallevs Into their hoxom,
now became locked together in an iron cmbriace, tmak-
Ing rampmrts of almost infinite Treight and Juplh.
through which water, sunshine, and human will Foread
their way daringly and with difficultv. Fraw mighty
crag to crag overhead, the sunshine Jeaped. filling the
chasms with darkuess, and transfipnrime the taper sun-
mits of Titanic pines. The Rhine, ke a white s‘_n;dw:
in the dizzy distance helow, bored o passage Far isell

sald Ruperl, and
hut,

minx.’

as if through the recesses of a cloven world ; and there,
imitating its indomitable energy, and washed by its
spray, the pines planted their roots, and rising to-
wards the light, clothed many a terrible gap and fis-
sure with the long, sweeping draperies of their dark
green, empurpled mist-laden boughs. Looking down
into this narrow, almost bottomless hollow, one is over-
whelmed with awe at the grandenr that Nature has
piled within its depths and up its sides, the luxuriance
of vegetation and magnificence of color enriching its
gluom: looking up, one grows giddy with joy at 1he
glory that wraps the spires and crowns of mountain,
crag, and pime.  Now passing through drvipping caves
tunelled 1n the reck, now carried over the awful gulph
by & bridge, the read winds on, a trinmph of the in-
genuily of man: and the {raveller, following it, feels
at once his own personal insignificance, and the aston-
ishing power of the human race which has thus pene-
wraied e the zecret fastnesses of Nuture.

CMuamzelle,” said Fan, suddenly lowering her paze
frony the glovies abeve her liead, “"why are we ever
unhappy in this beaatitul world ? God, and so much®
lrveliness, onght to be enough for ns

“llow envaptuved you ook, myv dariing!  To me
there is wloom as well as joy in all this grandeur.
Walking here on this dim path, midway hetween gigan-
tic heighits and depihe, 1T am foreed to think of Dante's
conceptions, Above our heads is the Paradiso--lock
haw like a group of angels yon oolden clond hangs over
that hivhest, darlest clusier of pines '—Dbeiow nur feet
ix the Tnferno: and we are travelling with trembling
hearts anud the shades of {he Purgatorio.”

TWhat a strange fauney, Mamzelte: and T can see
such Beauvtilul things down vonder!”

Ihetier and vet higher they kept wending. Every
hidi-owr broughit thewm into a vew and conter vegion,
The sunzet Intensified in olovy. the tips of the pines
ciew darker in the rosy Ticht, and a dezper purple was
rolded  amonye their branches: collden vells of c¢loud
hovered vound the emethvst peaks, and the blinding
clory Trom above cast more apnatline :hadews into the
corves balow,

At Tnchers s Tigher" said Fan, with two

veed spols brning on her cheeks We shall
soan b at heaven's eale’ 1 s vet anciher Rhine-

vhreended  valley opened- ont of the clonds abeve her
head.

Che air was now gelthing eooler, the sunfight paler,
el the pines had diminished o size, The river

Brawled between green hanks, like anv conmmon shallow
Stivant of owr Jowlands,  As the iravellers still ascended,
the pines. now grown davk and thick, were coverad
fram their ronts as with a =oft green fur. A chill touc!
of Trost seeimed to come with the twilight @ winter had
suceeeded summer, as night had come affer the day.

Snowy peaks beran to rire around them, and a {ew
viviel stars appeaved in the s<ky.  Alter aucther spzil
of almost benighted wandering In ihix eerie and mag-
wiicent upper world, they hesan o approach the hotel
near the sunnit of the pase.

“This is not evactly the gate of heaven, my dear,”
sald the sipnora, “but to e It s almost as “welcome
b this nwoment.”

Shut up for a few hours’ =leep in = lttle wpper
rooin, Fan surveyed the aipine world from ler balcony..
Mudiitudes of pealts, grimly dark or glittering white
with siow. filled the lorizen, and round and above
ithem the stavs flashed with an extrvanvdinary brilliancy.

Fascinated with the beauty and majesty of the
scene, the givl felt that she conld stuy here for ever.

‘I do not want to go down into the world any
moire. " she veflected.  ““No one needs me theve, and this
place suits wme exactly.”  She did nol ask hervsell what
she eould do heve: existence in sueh o region must be
enengh, Tt looked like the entrance inte still nobler
realms,  She fancied herself passing between those glit-
tering and star-ecrowned peaks, and emerging into won-
derfnl valleys that would lead to hraven. Behind
siuch mighty and shining gates an ange! would be sure
to weel her, as Raphael met Tobias, and would lead
her by the hand in her heavenward wanderings,
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