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IRISH NEWS

GENERAL.

‘Mrs. Mullen, Corcreevy, Tyrone, has died at the ago of

years, and John Harkin at Colhaine, Letterkenny,
Donegal, at the age of 108,

The Local Govermment Board hins surcharged the Cork
Corporation the sun of £33, being the expenses of the
delegates to Mr, Redmond’s funeral,

The Belfast

! )\'urf.fl ern Whiy understands o good
authority that the Irish Governmeni is constdering  the
appointment of additional paid magistrates te take the

place of the ordinary Justices at Petty Sessions.

Philip MeGrath, an Lrish laborer resident for nmany
years at Dundee, has inherited £10,000 threugh the death
of a brother in Australia. A brother and two sisters who
emigrated to America could not be fouund., The famify
iqrmerly resided at Bellinham, Co. Tipperary. ’

. Mr. Horatic Bottoinley, on heing told Ly M.
Law in Parliament that the Government did uoi intend
to take any action regavding the nen-attendanes of the
Sinn Fein members, gave notiee, amidst laughter, to move
inaccordance with the ancicat practice of Parlimment,
for a ‘call of the House,” and that those members who o
not respond be brought heve in the custody of Gie Serceant-
at-Arms.”’

The Propovtienal Represeoutation Bill, whicl dprplies
to the Ivish local covernment eclectinns, was enrricld on -

Bonaw

second reading by 170 vates against 270 S Ealward Core
son amd his tollowing oppesed the WL wnl 3Me. Devlin,
Captain Hedmond, and the teo Southern Pofonist soen-
bers Sup])t}l‘h‘(] it It s nnderstoad tane the obdeer o the
Bill is to prevent the oxelusive retoen of Sinn Beiners at
the county and district clections. By combilning e olees
torates in proups, the Government lopes 1o aid o the
return of some supporters of the fermer Natienal Parte.

Macroom, the chief town of Mid Cork, is unider martiol
law, the reason being a Hile squabhie Dhetween 100 milinares
and some unkuown civilians,  No oone s wllowe! te poss
into or vut of the distriet without o police pemain. No
public mweeting is permitted. and 2l fai s ond narkets aee
strietly  prohihited.  So steiet is thee proldbition YIRS
maeetings that the Towa Council has boen intorn o
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meetings, i hebll witl be disperscd by dorce. e couneil
is not i faver of Ninn Fein, haviog been cbected e
years ago. A Badlvesurnes, w few osailes distant. oo deo-
turer from the Ivish Board of Aericuftore was ool oallowed
to address his classes, and for aticreipii 1o abe s waas

threatened with severe pains and penaities. The position
at Muacrcom i¥ typical of several phaces in freland

IRISH POLITICAL PRISONERS: BISHO S PROTESY.

A meeting attended by several thousand  people was
held recently in the Cathedral gronnds, Killarney, 1o pro-
test against the tieatment of the Belfast politiesl prisoners
and to demand their Dnmediate release.

The Very Rev. P Jd, Fitegerald, Adw, VO preesidel,
and after announcing thav the meeting had the compleie
approval of the Most Rev. Dr. OSullivan, reeeived the
following letter from his Lordship:—-

The Palace, Willarney, March 23, 1919,

Dear ¥ather Fitzgerald,—T1 cannot b preseut at vour
mecting to-day, but the object for which it is ealled -
gether is one that commands wmy sincere and whole-hearted
approval and sympathy.

It 1z almost incredible that in this twenticth centnry
the atrocities that have been puerpetrated on our Ireich
political prisoners, in violatien of a deliberate and solemm
agreement, would be tolerated by a Governmeni of anxy
civilised country. Many still Hving can remember a tiime
when the thunders of Gladstone’s eloquence were lnunchoed
against the King of Naples for actious not a whil miare
cruel or inhumane, in circumstances that might seem to
offer far more justification than the present politival situa-
tion in Ireland can be supposed to dn. To do anyvtbing Lke
justice to the crucl and fatuous policy of our present Geo-
vernment in this and other related matters an ologuence
and a power of denunciatieon such as Gladstone’s could
alone suffice.

I earnestly trust that you will have a large and sue-
cessful meeting, and that your protest will have the desived
effect.—Relicve me, yours sincerely,

B CHARLES ('SULLIVAN, Bishop of Kerry.

SINN FEIN AND PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION
At the Ard Fheis (convention) of the Sinn Fein Parly
held in Dublin in April, an interesting discussion arose on
a motion to oppose the application of praportional represen-
tation to Ireland, as proposed in the Government Bill which
applies to local government elections in Ireland only.
o :Mr. McEnri, whe had charge of the motion, stated
thiat the intention of the English Government was tosmash

the influence and power of Sink Fein. Sir Henry Robin-
son would rulv the local boards under the new scheme,
aud Mr. John Dillon would bo able to say: “Sinn Fein
iz losing; 1 told you so.”

Mr. Ginnell, M.T., whe seconded, said Lo would be
a supporter of proportional representation in a free Ire-
land. At present they might gain in Ulster, but would lose
in the etlier provinces,

Mr. Blvthe, M.P., said the Bill wounld help them in
spite of the jerrymandering. . In Ulster it would help Labor
to break up the Unionist Party.

Mrs. Shoehy-Skeffington was of opinion the Bill would
help the Siun Fein Party in the Nortli. In any case,
mingritics were entitled to representation.

Mr. Barrell I'iggis also opposed the motion. The
change would break up the North-East block, and Labor
would have representation where they now had none.

Mr. John Mackeill, M.P., opposed the motion.

Madam Markieviez, M.P.; also opposed. She said
privciple should alwaxs be put before expediency.

Mr. De Valera, M.P., was delighted the motion was
Irought forward, as it gave them an oppoertunity of voting
aainst it. Minorities had rights, and if the Sinn Fein
Party had control of the machinery of government they
would give them full rights, Whether it favored Sinh
Fein or not, he was in favor of the principle of proportional
represestation. Thev knew well the object for which the
B was designed. 1t was o crooked oblect.  They would
veet qt o in ac sivaighl wax. and they would win.,  They
wontld not salegnand their organisation, oven from a irick,
By oppoesing o project in aceordance with the principles of
PHsLree,

Mr. A Gmiiiih, ALP., said that proportional ropresen-
tatton was neeessary to-a demoeratic system.  The British
Govermmert swas net thinking of justice for minorities,
but of embarrassing tha Sinn Fein Party. Iven i it
reduend their poser. he was still in favor of the change.
These who were using it against them might find it a
howmoeran:.

Moo Melaris
diseusston.

motion was drepped, without further
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(From onr ewn correspondent.)

Moer conduciing o missien, extending over a week,
from Sunday, Juie 1o oot Karangabake, Father O Leary
(Marisi Misstonery esave another over a similar period at
Waikino,  Ancther week was divided between Netherton
and iomato, and thus the whole of the district benefited
baothe misslon, which was  very successful throughout.
Peior to Jeaviee the distriet. Father O'Leary was enter-
taine:d it o secial gathering held in the Central Theatre,
Pacros, which was tastefully decorated for the occasion.
Mo I Poland, M.P., 9 preseniing Father O'Leary with
A haodsome travelling rug and a suoit ease, referred in
cilogistic terms Lo the good work dove by the guest of
the evening during the four weeks he had heen eonducting
missions in the parochial distriet.  In acknowledging the
hunor done him. Father Q'Leary fechingly expressed his,
cratitide {or the valuable though unexpeeted gifts and for
the creat kindness extended to him by all classes of the
commuiity,  An esjovable programme of a varied nature
was conivibuted 1o by Mesdates Daldy and Budd, Messrs.
Donnedly, Farreliv, Wond, Halliday, Judd, and Staunton
(<omgs). Mors. Lennon, Messrs, Harris and Redfern {reei-
rations), Mr. Curran (Irish Jig}, and musieal items by
Mesdames Bodd and Lemon and Miss Lemen. An excellent
supper was provided Dy the ladies,

A verdiet of aceidental death was returned in the case
ol {wo mentally defeetive boyvs, vietims of a fire at a home
in Thammow, Fssox, The evidence showed that the Mother
Superior (Sisier Mary Anne Ryan) fought her way througlh
the fanes, and, while dragging out one of the boys, was
overcome by smoke, and had to he herself rescued.

W. E. CANDY
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