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The oldest nun in the South of Ireland, MotherMary de Pazzi, who has just at 85 celebrated herdiamond jubilee as a nun, entered the Convent of thePresentation at Midleton, Co. Cork, 65 years ago, andtook her vows in December, 1,858.
Miss Hickey, a Dublin Corporation employee whowas bayoneted by a sentry on duty in the City Hallni September, has .been offered .£5 compensation bythe military authorities, as an “act of grace

... intuil discharge of all compensation alleged to be dueto her. : She was stabbed through the neck, and fora time her life was in danger.
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T: J• %alb the Irish Premier of Queens-land, who is at present on a visit to the Home countriesis the only Prune Minister in the Empire who volun-teered for war service. lie was of military age. Themilitary authorities decided that his political workwas ot such importance that he would be of more ser-

vice to the Empire by retaining (he Queenslandi leuuersliip than by relinquishing ifThe London correspondent of (he I n<(cpendent
rays it is recognised on all sides that his “maladroitand malevolent speech m the House of Commonsrecently on the Irish situation Mr. lan Macpherson,
rn- !•’ c,camiot long continue to hold office as IrishUnci Secretary. If is statement that no change in theIrish Government could take place so long as Ireland
remains m its present unsettled condition is poor states-manship and poorer policy. The duty of any Govern-ment is to remedy and remove, not to perpetuate un-rest and disaffection. Mis reference to Irish “dirt”came extremely ill from, a quondam Scotch Radical

nisei the son of a Highland rah,,ret (comments the(rlatyow Oh.-rrrn). It is rumored that his successormay be Mr Cecil narmsworth, who if not much of apolitical stalwart is at least an Irishman.
HOW LORD FRENCH BECAME A HOME RULER.Discussing what he calls the evolution of LordFrench, Mr. Hugh Martin, representative of the DailyAew* in Lublin, says: The Viceroy wanted certainthings done at the Castle, and he was surprised "theywere not done. "First," he continues, "there wasMr. Short*, who steadily refused to recognise the ob-
vious fact that Ireland had been placed under a mili-tary Governor-General. Then there were the SinnFeiners, among whom simplicity is not exactly con-
spicuous. There was Dillon, too, and the Cattlemachine and the Kildare Street Club, and a man calledCarson appearing and disappearing, like some omni-potent genius. All most disconcerting to a simplesoldier. Obviously the straightforward thing to dowas to get real, unquestioned, supreme control, andrun the show.' Get rid of Shortt, hold the SinnSeiners, abolish Dillon, make terms with the Clubsmash Carson, and supersede the Castle machine'Lord French took it all. on, as they say, in armysporting circles. Lord French," he adds "was un-doubtedly staggered to find that the enemy he had totackle was nothing more nor less than the British Gov-ernment, and, the experience transformed him in a fewmonths from an eminently theoretical Home Rulerinto an out-and-out self-government man, an enemyof absentee rule, even (let it only be whispered) aViceroy able to sympathise with, while condemning,the extravagance of Sinn Fein. In short, Lord Frenchhad travelled the same road as so many other conscien-tious men on the spot. He had found the Union out."

WHY MR. BARTON, M.P., DECIDED TO LEAVEMOUNTJOY PRISON.
The escape of Mr. R. C. Barton, Sinn Fein' M.P.for West Wicklow, who was in Mountjoy Prison, await-

ing trial on a charge in connection with a speech, hassorely puzzled the authorities. When his cell wasopened a dummy f figure was found in his bed. Thewarders also found a note addressed to the • Governor

of the prison. " In this Mr. Barton said that "owingto the discomfort of the place" he t compelled toleave. The note concluded by asking' the Governorto keep his luggage until he sent for it. Examinationshowed that the bars of the cell window had been filedaway. Mr. Barton was confined in the prison hospital,a portion of the. building which is 1 surrounded'" by awall 25ft high. Inside the wall was a military guardof 25 men. There is no theory to the manner ofIns escape. It is believed that he did not pass throughthe gates; yet the prison authorities cannot under-stand how he got over the walls. It is! understood thatMr. Barton is the first prisoner who ever escaped fromMount At the time of the 1916 rising,; Mr. ■ Bar-ton who is a large land and property owner in Co.\\icklow, was an officer of the Dublin Fusiliers: Soimpressed were the Sinn Feiners with his earnestnessand ability, that he rapidly became a great favoriteamong them. He was selected to carry the Sinn Feinstandard m West Wicklow at the recent general elec-tion, and he was returned by 6239 votes against 1370lor his opponent, The O'Mahony, of Grange Con, Co.Wicklow. ■ ■ "
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IRELAND'S SOUL.The impropriety of pitchforking Mr. Macphersoninto the office of Chief Secretary for Ireland is evidentfrom the speech he delivered in the recent Irish debate(says the London Cathode Times). There may be ad-ministrative positions which this gentleman can fillefficiently, but he has neither the knowledge nor thesympathy requisite for. one occupying his present postHe had the hardihood to; say that Ireland was indanger of losing her soul. What does he know aboutIreland's soul? In order to understand Ireland's soulsomething more is necessary than a carpet-bag and- aneffort, to cram official figures and views into the mind.hat Mr. Macpherson means by the soul is only halfthe soul. Homer says that the slave has only half asoul, and Mr. Macpherson would like to see the Irishpeople releasing the 50,000 troops, who enable him andthe other authorities in Dublin Castle to rule themagainst their will, by renouncing the right to freedomand hugging their chains. That is a method of ruleof which no number of rifles and bayonets will makethem approve. They reject it decisively, but it is acalumny to suggest that their record so far as crime
is concerned compares unfavorably with that of GreatBritain or other nations. Were it not for the savage
coercion enforced because of political opinions and acts
—coercion such as produces evil results in all timesand at all places—lreland would be singularly freelroni crime.

BELFAST AND EDUCATION.
If statements made by Sir Edward Carson in theIrish debate lately were correct, the condition of theProtestant schools in Belfast is extremely unsatisfac-tory. Thousands of children are unable to attend" them

owing to want of accommodation. Many of the schoolsare insanitary. Some of them that have been con-demned are still used, and money for the purpose ofimproving the old schools and building new ones isurgently needed. But how is it that the wealthy Pro-testants of the city have displayed such little interestm education that they allowed the school buildings tobecome dilapidated and failed to meet the requirementsof the children? It appears that, as Mr. Devlin re-marked, whilst they could raise money to ' organise arebellion they could not contribute funds to provideschool accommodation for. the Protestant children. TheCatholics of Belfast, who belong mainly to the workingclasses, have paid for schools which are well, equipped,and there are no Catholic children there who 'cannotobtain schqgj iaccommodation. Catholics have no "objec-tion to any steps that will have the effect of benefitingthe Protestant children educationally, but they willstrenuously resist any proposal which would prove de-trimental to their ; own religious rights and on no termswill they consent .to; have the education of their chil-dren placed- under ■the control of.a. body such *as the
Belfast .= Corporation,-which is ruled ;by c bigots,' ? ; ;
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