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GENERAL.

The oldest nun in the South of Ireland, Mother
Mary de Pazzi, who has Just at B85 celebrated her
diamond jubilee as a nun, entered the Convent of the
Presentation at Midleton, Co. Cork. 65 years ago, and
took her vows in December, 1858,

Miss ITickey, a Dublin Corporation etployee who
was bayoneted by a sentry on duty i the City Ilall
in Beptember. has been olfered £5 compensation by
the military aithorities, as an “act of grace . . | in
fuli discharge of all compensation alleged to e due
to her.”” She was stabhed through the neck, and for
a time her life was in dunger.

The llon. T. J. Ryan, the Trish Premier of Queeus-
land, who is at present ona visit to the Home countries,
is the only Prime Minister iy the Ewmpire whe volun-
teeved for war service.  [le was ol military age.  The
military  anuthocitios  decided tat bhis political work
was ol sinch nuepariance that he would Le of more ser-
vice to o the  Fapire by retanung the Quectisland
Prenterslig than by relinguishing it

The Tandon cerrespondent. ol the Friede ponnde nt
RS TR veeoanised oo oall sides {hag his Cmalandroit
and  malevelent speech in e Hense of  Commons
reeently on the Jrish situalion My, lan Macpborson,
M P cannot lone continne to houd oflice as izl
Chier Becretare, s stutement that ne chanee in the
Feish Governnent couldd

talie plive so long as Treland
velnins it

wresent unsetiled condition s punr states-
manship and poorer policvs The duty of any Govern-
Nl s 4o reniedy and o remave, not Lo perpetinate
rest and disaflec!ion. Vs relereucs 1o Trish
came extreas!

Bimsel i the won or a0 Hiehlad cohisied fonnents the
Eluesopor (00, 00y 1 . vernered  Uhat s sthceessor
may he My (e Hovmsworth who ar g
political stalwar! is at least ain lesinnan,
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HLOAY LORD FRENCH BECAME A HOMI RULER.

Dscussing  what Le ealls the evolittion of Lord
Trench, 3Mv. [lush Mactin, representative of the /Jaidy
News i Dunlin, savs: The Vieerov wanted certain
things done ut the Castlpe.

ane he was wurprised they
were nub Gone.

CEIvst e continues, “there was
Mr. mhortT, who steadily relised Lo recorutse the ol
vious fact thar Jrefiod had beoen placed uonder o mili-

tary Governor Geperal. Thew there were the Sinn
Feainrers, armons whonr shoplicity s not exactlv con-
spicitons.  There was Dillon, too, and  the Castle

machine and the Kildare Street Ciuls, and a nan called
Carsoin appearing and disuppearing, like swome owni
potent wenius.  All most discoucerting to a simple
soldier.  Obviously the strajghtforward thing to do
was to get reid. unquestioned supreme coutrol. and
‘run the sliow.” et rid of shortt, hold the Sinn
Feiners, abolish Ditlon, make terws with the Club,
simash  Carson, and stupersede the  Castle uachine !
Lord French took it all on, as they say, in army
sporbing cireles.  Tiord French.”” he adds, “was un-
doubtedly staggered to fiud that the enemmy he had to
tackle was nothing more nor less than the Britich Gov.
ernment, and the experience transformed Lim in a fow
months from an eminenlly theoretical 1lome Ruler
into an out-and-out sell-govermment man, an enemy
of abseuteo rule, even (let it only be whispered) a
Viceroy ahle to sympathise with, while condemning,
the extravagance of Sinn Fein. In shert, Liord French
had fravelled the same road as so many other conseien-
tious men on the spot. He had found the Union out.”

WHY MR. BARTON, M.P., DECIDED TO LEAVE
MOUNTJOY PRISON.

The escape of Mr. R. €, Barton, Sinn Fein M. P,
for West Wicklow, who was in Mountjoy Prison, await-
ing trial on a charge in connection with a speech, has
sorely puzzled the authorities. “When his cell was
opened 2 dummy figure was found in his bed. The
warders also found a note addressed to the Governor
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of the prison. In this Mr. Barton said that ‘‘owing
to the discomfort of the place” he felt compelled to
leave. The note concluded by asking the Governor
to keep his lugga.ge until he sent for it, Examination
showed that the bars of the cell window had been filed
away. Mr. Barton was confined in the prison hospital,
& portion of the building which is surrounded by a
wall 25ft high. Tuside the wall was a military guard
of 25 men. There is no theory as to the manner of
his escape. It is believed that he did not pass through
the gates; yet the prison authorities cannot under-
stand how he got over the walls. Tt is understood that
Mr. Barton is the first prisoner who ever escaped from
Mountjoy. At the time of the 1918 rising, Mr. Bar-
ton, who is a large land and property owner in Co.
Wicklow, was an officer of the Dublin Fusiliers. So
impressed were the Sinn Feiners with his earnestness
and ability, that e rapidly became a great favorite
among them. He was selected to carry the Siun Fein
staudard in West Wicklow at the recent. general elec-
Ltion, and he was returned by 6239 votes against 1370
for hix oppounent, The O'Mahony, of Grange Con, Co.
Wickiow. _—
IRELAND'S SOUL.

The impropricty of pitchforking Mr, Macpherson
into the office of Chief Secretary for Irelaud is evident
from the rpeceh he delivered in the recent Lrish debate
(says the London Catholic Times). There may be ad-
ministrative positions which this gentleman can £l
efliciently, but he has neither the knowledge nor the
sympathy requisite for one vecupying his preseat post.
He had the hardihood to say that Treland was fu
dancer of losing her soul. What does he know about
Lreland’s soul? In order to understand Ireland’s soul
sonrcthing more is necessary than a carpet-bag and an
effort to eram oftivial figures and views intlo tlie mind.
What M. Muaepherson mpeans by the soul is only half
the sonl Homer savs that the slave has only half a
soul and Mro Macpherson would like to see the Irish
propie releaxing the 30,000 troops, who enable him and
the other authorities in Dublin Castle to rule them
agatist their wil, by renouncing the right to freedom
and hupeing their chains. That is a method of rule
vl which no wamber of rifles and bayonets will make
them approve.  They reject it decisively, but it is a
calwmny to suggest that their record so far as crime
s voncerned rompares unlfavorably with that of Great
Britamn or other nations.  Were it not for the savage
soerciut enfarced because of political opinions and acts

eorvcion suel as produces evil results in all tjmes
and at all places —Irelawd would be singularly free
Lrony erime,

BELFAST AND EDUCATION.

H statements made by Sir Edward Carson in the
trizh dehate lately were vorrect, the condition of the
Protestant schools in Belfast is extremely unsatisfac-
tory. Thowsands of children are unable to attend them
owing to want of accommodation. Many of the schools
are msanitary.  Sowe of them that have been con-
demued are still used, and noney for the purpose of
improving the old scheoly and building new ones is
argently needed.  RBut how is it that the wealthy Pro-
testants of the city have displayed such little interest
i education that they allowed the school buildings to
hecome dilapidated and failed to meet the requirements
of the childran? Tt appears that, as Mr. Devlin re-
marked, whilst they could raise money to organise a
rebellion they could not contribute funds to provide
sohaol accommodation for the Protestant children. The
Catholics of Telfast, who belong mainly to the working
vlasses. have paid for schools which are well equipped,
and there are no Catholic children there who cannot
obtain schog accommodation. Catholics have no obijec-
tion to any steps that will have the effect of benefiting
the P’rotestant children educationally, but they will
strenuously resist any proposal which would prove de-
trimental to their own religious rights and on no terms
will they consent to have the education of their chil-
dren placed under the control of a bedy such ‘as the
Belfast Corporation, which is ruled by bigots,
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