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#nd to make a character really live is the greatest feat
of which human penius 1s capable.””
—

Manning :

In a recent issve of the Mewth (London) Johu
Ayscough gives us some interesting reminiscences of
Cardinal Manning. The Cardinal's opinicn on the
literary merits of the Douay Bible s worth recalling: —

“Jle was veading the Douai Version, and le
praised me for saying that its inferiorty to the *Auth-
orised Version,” from the mere point of view of beauty,
“seemed to me much exaggerated, nnd chiefly due lo
habitude and custom.

©fAlest of these who abuse the Doual Version,’
1 suggested, *have becone o wedded to the Authorised
Versicn Iy old nse and custowm that they could not
suffer :myd other translation, and <o they fall tooth
and nail ¢u the Fnelisl of the Douai, which 15 ot
always inferfor. 1t zecins to me that “bhecause a man
shall go inte the House of Kternity™ iz much wmore
beautiful and poiguant than “because man poetl to his
loup home. ™’
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Toa mo=t veverend Talian prelate Toadsos quoted

1, It Bis enmient

vax aliferent
co AL iney ! Yo A mas=l o =incere oy, oand
full of zea.. Snoalwavs o PMrotestant., No donbt he

was o in Invincibie icnoranee.

Itere i= a0 Dndevestine cotnment he made on certam
verbose [Liv

ey o=ty divided mnte chapters, cach of
which deals with soe <pestal virtae of the =atur, such
as “The Gratitude of the =amt. such,” it will say,
was the sinenlar gratefulness of our =aint thai even
for the :lichiesi serviee from the wost insienificant per-

cor the Madnts, e Dlabian s —

son he would luvarialdy express hiz sense of vratitude
were it al table or ablead in the citv.”  Which pro-
bkably means that he =aid "Thank you' if anyone passed
him the salt.”

Newman

If you are not one of those persans who cannot
read auything better or higher than the latest novel
turned ocut by a modern medioority you ought Lo have
at Jeast a few of Newman's works an yvour booleshelves.
It has been =aid more than vuce in {his colwun that
the art of writing good prose s a matter that oue musl
learn by the study of the masters.  And to no writer
can we go with mare advantage than to the great Enge
lish Cardinal whom John Morley crowned with the
high praise that he was the most winning writer of
English that ever existed. Tt may well be that such
books as the rummar of Jdxsent or The Development
of Chreistian JJoctrive are too deep for’ the endi-
nary reader: but surely we all have intelligence enough
to read Lo and Gedn and the many volumes of
Essays and Historvical Sketches with profit and pleasure.
Thank goodness it can unever be said that Newman is
a popular writer; for popularity is the mark of medi-
cerity.  Yet for those who want to keep their eves on
the stars instead of on the earth popularity will always
be a danger signal.

Newman as a Poet
Some critic once said that The Drvam of Geron-

tins came near being a very great puosu. i that

means anything it is that it is a really great poem, only
that the critic was afraid to say so. For it i one of
tho laws of criticism (with few exceptions) to follow
the beaten track and to say what the public want to
hear. Therefore with all due deference to the critics
we may be assured that Newman was a great post, and
that Lie wrote many very good pcems, apart from The
Lrean of Gerantius, His prese revezls that he had
the vision. Even in the Grammar af Assent, which

_is usually regarded as a dry treatise, for our part we

find passages that awaken respouses in our aesthetic
sub-consciousness as surely as the sight of the sea bathed
in the loug glortes of the moon, or that unspeakable
and indefinable imipulse fremm a vernal wood which
Wordsworth alone could interpret for us. Those whose
hearts have been stirred by the beauty and pathos of
the dedication of the .| polagie, and who love that glow-
ing tribute to his friend, Ambrose St. John, will ap-
|reciate these lines in which Gregory tells of his affec-
Lion for Basil what time they were schoolfellows in
Athens:—

May £ ot Bucst Tane in our doy we wored

A trrest pair, won without neme in Greece

[ el thonys comman, aud one only soul

I Jodyement of o doulle ontiward frunu.'?

O special Tand, Ve thought of God abuve,

et Bigh funging wfter holy 1hirgs.

dad vaed of s was bold te et in coch,

uto the cmptying of vwr decpest hearts,

A Ahen e Toved the more, for syt by

Plecded bnocaed and Luit the fuain in one.

The story of the friendship of the two sainls of
elden days ix ax beautiful as that of Jonathan and
Divid s and ne lews was that [riendship between the
Cardinal and bz brother of the Oratory which touched
<o deeple poor Georee Eliot's lonely lheart. We may
be pardoved tor thinking that the following little song
dezerves rementhevine too: )

I owier ol fog Fliert rives s heionk
Wheeh corcles IVutn’s dear damain ;
Dodedd the elidl wight-hirecze, and thinl
Of gons which we'cr sha'l be agoin.

{ocwuwnt the weeds Hhad Frivge the shure,
Foach slugpaish were theat rolls and ralls;
Lodear the everpdoshing nar
Of Choran, ferrgman of souls,

IRISH HISTORY ESSAYS

We stated clearly that essays for our colnpetitions
should be received by June 153. We regret to say that
not less than 30 essavs from all parts of New Zealand
reached ns on the 17th and 18th, after the awards were
made.— 1d. V.2 Tublef.

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN

A suecersful euelire soeial was held o St Joseph's
Flall one evening last week, in aid of the funds of the
Christian Brothers’ Cricket Club.  There was a large
attendance, and the function proved very enjoyable,

A Triduum, during the Octave of Corpus Christi,
will commence {o-day (Thursday) in St. Joseph's Cathe-
cdral, and conclude on Sunday eveuing. The “Te Deum
will be sung during the closing ceremonies of the solem-
1y, i

The aunuval mesting of $t. Joseph’s Cathedral
braveh of the Catholic Federation will be held in St.
Joseph’s Idail after devotions on next Sunday evening.
The committees cf the Federation attached to the
varicus suburban churches of St. Joseph’s Cathedral
parish will hold their annual meetings after Mass on
Sunday morning, and the delegates to the parish com-
mittes will thereat be appointed. .

The appeal made to the congregation of the Church
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