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The Catholic who does not comply with the con-
ditions of the Xe¢ Temere Decres can contract a mar-
riage valid in the eyes of the State. If he is satisfied
with thab, there is no more to be said. But it is the
duty of the Catholic priest to remind such a man that,
thourh he has satisfied the law of the State, he has
not received the Sacrament of marriage and that, be-
fore God and the Church, he will not be married until
the laws of the Church are complied with and the
marriage cousent renewed in the manner preseribed ly
the Church. That duty every Catholic priest will per-
form with all the tact and delicacy that the circum-
stances suggest, Ile will give no needless offence to
anybody. DBul he will chey God rather than man.

Whether the civil authorities wish to rvegister the
marriage consent renewed before o priest by persons
whose civil marriage Las been already registered, is a
matter on which i have ne information and with which,
indeed, I have little concern. No sofficlent reason
oceurs to me why the c¢ivil authoritiex should not rest
content. with the registration alveady effected.  But
it is for them {o sny whether thern shondd haoa second
registration and, i ihere chould bo, then, whai foom
it should talkr,

The root oflence e this whaole matter, of course, s
that the Cuathaolic Church claims to be founded by
Christ. and be divinely invested with teachimr and legis-
lativo power within T awn spheve.  Unlike muost of
her asswilants, she helde 1t marriage s one of the
Sacraments rnstituted v Uloost o and, thevefore, that
it 13 one of the things to which her power extends
While recoguizing the authoerity of the State over the
marriage coutract, as a civil contruct, she 15 not pre-
pared to relingquish her own authority, nor s she too
timid to use 1. That cladin, no deubt, will be revavdad
;_:1‘0111'1(“(‘&:{ ared arrogant ]:‘\' many outs=ide the Churelt
They make ne «uweh claim tor ther own religious hody
or if they do. they recogmise that 1t would be Tutile
to attempt to wse 11, They talk of their Church, of
the Bible, of then syvuods and assembiles.  But, when
Parliament has spoken, every cause for them is encled,
They may have Iad thenr own views antecedently about
divorce, for example. or the marriage of 4 wan with
his deceascid’s wife sister.  But, ouce a Parlimmentary
majority ~it mav be of agnesties or infidels  hasspoken
all the oracies are stlent aud a diverced mau, or a
nan wishineg to wed his deceaseid wife's sister, will not
lack a Protestant Dlessine upon s new unien, If
abzolute rahibition were earvied lieve 1o morrow, voil
would have some people casting abont for a substitute
of the wine which Clirist preseribed, but the law of
Victoria forlade, In the Flolv Saevifice of the Mass
The Catholic Chureh dees not sit fearful and expectant
on the doorstep of Parliament,  She pives to Cwesar
the things that are Casar's o to God the thiogs that ave
God's.  She dors nat take her teaching er her diseip-
linary laws from Parliaments, or Prive Councils, o
Kings, or Fmperors, Sl Jess will she alter Lier teache
ing or practice, at tie bidding ol those who, themselves
having no  authority, ne effective awrtharity, ato all
evertis, would ke Lo brine the Catholic Chureh down
to their own level. There s no need lo accuse her ase
sailants of bad faith. Manv, ] am snve, are quite sin-
cere.  Thetr attitude is intellicible, but it s none the
less regrettable.

Attitude of the Ministry: ""No Legal Status.”’

A reply by the Premier to a deputation frem the
Protestant Federation rveearding the Yo Temerrs De-
erea sets out the attitnde of the Ministry toward the
subject. T the course of Jis veply, Mr. Lawson said:
H“The Crown Law afivers have made exhanstive in-
quiries into the matier of the Ye Temere Decree, and

"Bave viewed the guestion frem all standpoints.  The
result of these inquiries, shortly put, is that theve is
no infringement of Bate laws.  Tu any special instances
ipn which such an infringement may be committed, the
nnus of applymyg for any civil remedy must lie with the
persous inferestead.  The Government would have no
legal status jn the matler. The question of amending

the Jaw to deal with thay sybject s a very delicais and’

difficult one. Tn modern times it has been an accepted!
principle, in English-speaking countries at least, that.
the Legislature will not coucery itself with matters of
religious belief. Any interference by FParliament with-
religious matters would be resisted, even by persous
who have no sympathy with those who believe in the-
prineiples of the Ne Temers Deeree. It is not intended.
te intreduce legislation dealing with this question.’”
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ARCHDIGCESE OF WELLINGTON

(From our own correspoudent.)
June 14,

The s ol E2505 belug w bequest, from the late
Mr. JJ. P, Bourke, of Kilbirnie, towards (he Wellington
Cathelic Fdneation Beard Fand lirs been received by
thie Board from The trusbees of the extato.

The secomd of a seviex of wovials, promoted by the
residents of the Catholic Hostel, was held in the Alex-
andra Hall on June 7. The Funclion was a complete
siceess, the hadl being crowded  Cowley’s orchiestra
provided the msie, and an exeellent supper was dis-
pensed by a commitiee o) givls, under the matroun.
The next sucial will be held an July 17,

Great activity is belug displayed by the parish-
wners of Thorndon and St. Joseph’s, in the preliminary
arrangenients for the combined monster bazaar, which
ixto Le held iu the Town Hall, in October. 8t. Joseph's
wil devote s portion of the proceeds towards paying
off the new pirls” vchool now being erected in Buckle
Street, and Thorndon will utilize its share for the
veneral purposes of the parish.

A very pleasant little Tunction tovk place at the
montlily weeting of the board of management of the
Catholie Women's  Tlostel, Wellington, on Tuesday
st when the chairman (Major Halpind, ou behalf of
the members of the boarvd, presented Miss Wheeler,
who lately resigned the oflice of secretary (a position
she has held since the Inauvuration of the hostel in
1910) with o bandbag comtaining a purse of sovereigns,
Major Halpim spoke of the creat loss sustained by ihe
Broardd g the rvesiznation of Miss Wheeler, the greater
i thoe ab-bealth was the reason. Ile wished her a

Cspoeedy return to gond health,  Mr, W. F. Johuson,

secretary of the Dicesan Council, expressed the appre-
ciation of lis eouncil of the work done by Miss Whee-
Ter. Aliss Wheeler thanked members for the pleasant
things that had been said, and hoped to be able to
take an active part 1 the work ol the boavd at =ouna
future time,

The Wellington Catlolic Education Toard met on
st Wednesday  evening at the Catholic Federation
roosms. His Grace Avelibishop O'Shea presided, and
Father 8, Mabony, SM. was amongst those preseunt,
Accounts totalliug £100 were passed for payment.
Arrangements were made for the annual meeting, which
will take place early in August. His Grace Archbishop
O'ghea congratulated the wmembers on the success of
their efforts in the past. The formation of the board
would prove to he one of the most successful under-
tukings in the avebdiocese, and would place the work
of Catholic education in the ¢ity on a sound financial
hasis.  Ile was very pleased at the progress of Catholic
sehosls in the arehdiocese, and, provided they could
obtain the mnecessary teachers, he laid it down as a
principle, that wherever theve was a parish, or distriet
of a pavish where there were 50 Catholic children of
a school age, a school must be provided. Consideration
of the report of the finance sub-committee was deferred
for a speeial meeting of the board,
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