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CATHOLIC MARRIAGE LAWS: EXPLAINED BY
ARCHBISHOP MANNIX

An cxplanation of the Ve Teniere Decree was given
by lhis Grace the Archbishop of Melbourne, the Most
BRev. Dr. Manmx, at the 8 o'cloclt Mass at St. Patrick’s
Cathedral on Sunday miworning (says the Tribwne of
May 22), and :t should lead to a better understanding
of the Catholic position in the community. His Grace
said : —

There must be a desrth of new charges against ilie
Clhiurch.  For the various Protestant bodies, with an
unanimity which is striking and aug"estw are re-
turning to the old worked-out grievauce of the e
Tenere Decree, Kven when the Decree was new, it
made litile change iu the previeusr discipline of the
Church.  DBut. wet at this late date, Proteslants are
once more invited by thenr spiritual guudes to hecome
very angry because aboutl ten years age the Pope, fuu
reasons that scemed to him sufficient, decresd that,
where a Catholic is concerned, marriage, to be valid,
nmust be contracted in the presence of the locral parish
priest, or the local ovdinary, or of & priest delegated
by either of these, with two wituesses. Tt seems quite
a reasonable law. Davriage is o Bacrament as well
as a contract, and, 1f the Church s whai she claims
to be, there is no reason to be surprised or angry when
she defines the conditiens of the sacramental contract
of marriage, just as the State defines the conditions
of the eivil contract.

No doubt certain perzons who have never read the
Decree, or do not understand 1, speak of 14 as a
direct aud deliberate attack upon DProtestants. The
fact, of course, is that the Decreo is directly and ex-
pressly 1mtended for Catholies. It the Pope had his
wish, that Decree would never touch a Protestant. For,
like tho heads of the P’rotestant bodies, the Iope 18
altogether opposed to mixed marriage, and the Ve
Temere Decree never aflects a Protestant unless in case
of a mixed marriage. It regulates zll marriages, how-
ever, between Catholics. If, lor cxample, two Catho-
lics were to comply with all the requircments of the
civil law in a registry office, their marriage, though
valid before the civil law, would be invalid before God
and 1lis Church., And, 11‘ these Catholies wish later
to receive ths Sacrament of marriage and to live as
practical Catholies, they must renew their mavriage
consent in the usual Catholic fornt before the local
parish priest and witnesses.

But one hears the complaint, Why was not the
Pope content with legislating for purely Catholic mar-
riages: why did he not exclude mixed marriages, just
as he excluded purely PProtestant marriages, from the
operation of his Decree? Ile could have done so, of
course, for the matter 1s a disciplinary one. But,

surely it is a rather extravagant dema.nd to make of
the Pope. In order the bettet to safeguard the con-
tract and the Bacrament of marriage, he thought it
wise to Insist upon the conditions laid down in the Ne
Pemere Decrce, when a Catholic is marrying a Catholic.
It is not easy to suggest a reason why he should pro-
vide an easier option for a Catholic who, in spite of
the warnings of the Church, marries a Protestant. At
ail evenis, it is evidently very wide of the truth to
say that the Ve Temere Decree was aimed at Protest-
ants. Perhaps the Pope hoped that the Decree would
discourage mixed marriages. If it has had any effect
in that direction, one would expect the heads of the
Protestaut bodies Lo be grateful to the Pope for lessen-
myg the number of those marriages to which they them-
selves are altogether opposed, however powerless they
may be to prevent them. i

Another view of the Ye Temrere Decree is that it
s tended ax a wanton and brutal insult to Protest-
ant ministers.  Excitable persons grew very wrath to
think that the Pope would dare te declare invalid
a marriage—a Catholic or a mixed marriage—-contrac-
ted in the usual way before an Anglican, say, or a
Methodist, or a Baptist minister. That, they think, is
intolerable. In their anger they forget, perhaps, they
do not kuow, that under the Xe¢ Temere Decree no
priest, no matter what his ecclesiastical dignity or his
civil eredentials may be, cau assist at the marriage
even of two Catholics, unless he be the parish priest
or the ordinary of the place where the marriage Is
countracted or the delegute of the parish priest or the
ordinary. lHas the Pope, therefore, hurled a wanton
and brutal insult at his own priests? A little common
sense and mother wit would save much angry resent-
mens.

But the silliest objection to the Ye Temere Decres
comes from those of hazy thought, and they are many,
who assert that the Catholic Church in this Decree
defies the law of the land. Now does she? What are
the facts here among ourselves? First of all; every
ous of our priests who assisls at a marriage is not
nmerely the representative of the Church, but he 1is
also the legsally appomted representative of the State,
and he carries out faithfully all the requirements of
the civil Taw, as well as of the ecclesiastical law. There
is certainly no defiance of the civil law where the terms
of the Decree N Teniere are complied with, Again,
if two Catholics, or & Catholic and a Pretestant, ignore
the Ve Temere Decree and resort to a Protestant min-
ister or to a civil registrar, does the Church put itself
in defiance of the laws of the State? Not at all, These
people are legally married in the eyes of the State;
thelr marriage contract has all the civil effects of any
mavriage contract, and tliese faects are not disputed
by the Church, Surely, it it a gross misuse of words,
therefore, to say that the Churcl: defies the law.
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