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HOW IRELAND IS SLANDERED

The English propagandists are still busy in slan-
dering Ireland (says an exchamge). These highly-paid
_agents of the Lloyd George Government have their
headquarters in London, and they have hundreds of
representatives throughout the world, and particularly
in the United States. In Australia, it may be remem-
bered, hundreds of thousands of Tan Hay’s Oppressed
English were specially printed and eirculated. The
pamphlet contained so many infamous lies that it was
exclitded from Great Britain and Treland. The Go-
vernmeut, when challenged in regard to the publica-
tion, made this adwmission in the House of Commeons.
Tt was caleulated to gull people abread, who dudn’t
know any better.

All through the war we were told that German
gold was at the root of Irish discontent in Treland.
Now we are toid it is Bolshevik gold. The Russian
Bolsheviks, it was cabled to the Sydney Swn recently,
have set aside £50,000,000 monthly for propaganda
work in foreicn countyries, and the first instalment of
many millions has been set aside for Treland. Where
the Bolsheviks wet all this money no one has explained.
Alveady, if the papers are to be believed, they have
spent enormous sums in Germany. Yet other cables
tell us the Bolsheviks are bankrupt, and are turning
out paper-mouney by the carticad. Are we asked to
pelieve that this paper is uegotiable abroad?

“¥or this year the money for the ‘secret services’
has amounted to no fewer than £1.010,000 sterling.”’
Thus Mr. J. G. Swift MaceNeill, K.C., opens an article
in the Contemporary Review, on “'The Agent Provo-
cateur in Trelanud.”” It traces the work of the service
in Ireland. and exposes the tervible system which led
to so wmany young nien being indnced fo commit deeds
for which they were subsequently punished. The names
of many of the agents are shawn and the deseription
of their work iz well given. 1In the 1848 movement,
spies revealed to the Government every project and
plan of the young Irishmen. Mr. John Biake Dillou,
the father of the late leader of the Irish Party, when
advising against an armed ontbreak at the meeting
of the Young Ireland Party, was denounced by a fire-
eating patriot, who declared that Irish liberty could
only be obtained by the shedding of bload. “Tt 1s
blood that the ecountry wants for her redemption.”’ Mr.
Dillon heard that outburst with patient digmity, but
when the crisis came Mr. Dillon risked his life in an
insurrection, whose wisdom he doubted, while the pat-
riot who reproached him with timidity was perusing
his briefs in the law courts in confident expectation of
a place from the Crown, which was bestowed on hin.

The ageunt provocateur was in evidence in the
Fenian insurrection in the persons of .the informers
Massey and Corydon, wha both urged insurrection
when in the pay of the Government, and of an inde-
seribable wretelh nawed Talbot, a head constable in
the Irish Constabularv, who actually swore some 1500
persons int® the Teuian Brotherhocd, which he per-
suaded them to enter, and, i order to increase con-
fidenve in himself. partook, although he was a Pro-
testant, of Lloly Communion in Catholic churches.

A unotorious agent provocateur who figures promin-
ently in Trish history, though he operated chiefly in
America. was ITenri e Caren. Of a swarthy foreign com-
plexion, he passed for a French-Canadian ; but he was
really an Englishman named Beacl. He took an active
part in the Trish revolution of the United States, and
was one of the three men kunown as the ‘“Triangle,”
before whom came all the most serious, and sometimes
tragic, issues. Ile was nominally a chemist in a small
town near Chicago: but attended to the revolutionary
organisation with the most scrupulous care.  Many
important proclamations and other incriminating docu-
ments came into his hands, and by the next post were
sent to a private address in England, and within a
few hours afterwards were in the hands of Sir Robert
Anderson, then head of Scotland Yard.

Le Caron enjoyed the confidence of Parnell: but

attempted on occasions to - trap ‘the Irish-leader into
some dangerous and, perhaps, fatal admissions, which
might have landed him in gaol or dragged him to the
gallows. He played a great part in the Parnell Com-
mission, where it was'shown, when Parnell was fighting
for his life, that every interview he had given Le Caron
was communicated a few minutes afterwards to Scot-
land Yard. . .

Mr. Dillon, speaking in the House of Commons
on July 30, on the Secret Service vote; said:—“I will
r‘elate an anecdote in reference to myself as to the
Secret. Service fund of this country, when the Land
League was busy, and when that money was used by
the Government of that day to suborn men to swear
that 1 had organised a conspiracy in Clare to get a
man murdered. The agent who worked that plot was
bx"ought up in the court in Clare, and put into the
witness-box ; he was examined by the police. e gave
evidence that he was present at a meeting of one of
the secret societies which were then rampant in Ireland
and that it was there and ihen agreed, under- the cir-
cumstances stated, to carry out the murder. e said
that the crrcumstances which decided him te go on
with the murder were that one of the young men pre-
senl said that he had Mr.. Dillon’s special instructions
to carry out this murder. This man was put into the
box, and my life was in imminent danger. The counsel
defending the prisoner had got a dossier of the gentle-
man in the box, and on cross-examination it was proved
and admitied that this man in the box had been in
the pay of the police for several years, that he had
been convicted over and over again of the most scan-
dalous crimes, including unnatural crime, but that
the police still kept him in their pay. On the night
on which the murder was planned the police had sent
him out to plan it, and had paid him. They then
went on patrel duty, and found him lying drunk in
the gutter with the money which they had paid him to
ro out and plan the murder. They picked him up,
washed him, and put him to bed until he was scber,
and then sent him out again to plan the murder. What
happened? The police and their agent were waiting
m & house, The police rushed down from behind the
door, and in the struggle which ensued the head con-
stable was killed who had planned the whole iniquity.
It was a judgment of God on him. Afterwards the
whoele of that Iniquity came out—that this was a de-
liberate plot. This was done by the Secret Service.
They tried to take my father’s life and the lives of many
of my colleagues in days pone by.”’

In August, 1901, it was admitted by Mr, Wynd-
ham, in the HMouse of Commons, that two men had
been convicted of crimes of which they were wholly
innocent—crimes which were perpetrated by police wit-
nesses, who bore evidence against them, and were com-
plimented by the bench for their zeal in the public
service, while a third man pleaded guilty of a crime
perpetrated by the police by whom he was arrested,
in the hope that his confession of guilt would shorten
the term of his imprisonment. ) :

“Ireland to-day,”” sald Mr. Dillon, ‘‘is honey-
combed with spies.”” The facts stated in this article,
which are incontrovertible, and taken, haphazard, ount
of a vast category of sinister occurrences, demonstrate
that apgents provecateur have been employed in Ireland
at times directly by Prime Ministers, Lord Lieutenants,
and Chief Secretaries, and at times by subordinates,
for whose action the Government of the country was
responsible. The present state of Ireland, where a
policy of exasperation has been adopted, aimed at the
destruction of constitutional agitation in order to main-
tain the discredited regime of Dublin Castle, makes
everyone acquainted with public affairs view with the
very gravest apprehension the placing at the disposal
of the Irish Executive of sums of public ‘money for
secret services—sums whose amount and contemplated
expeuditure are unknown, which are capable of being
appropriated, as history proves, to purposes of inde-
scribable infamy. ' ‘ ‘ .

Mr. Shortt, the late Irish Secretary, speaking in
the TLouse of Commons on July-30, a few weeks after
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