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MR. ASQUITH AND IRELAND

Mr. Asquith, speaking at a dinuner of Liberals ju
Londen in April last, referred to {lLe significance of
the by-election vesults, and described the Coalition as a
top-heavy structure vesting upon foundations of sand,
Dealing with the Irish question. he said :—What is the
situation there? Aud how do we stand in relation to
it, before either the tribunal of our own national con-
scienee or that larger tribunal whieh is the spokesman
and vehicle of international opinion? A I1lome Rule
Act, adwittedly in need of amendment before it i put
into effective eperation, is on the Statute Book. A
little tess than three vears ago, after the abortive rising
in Dublin, the Government of that day, the Govern-
ment of which T was then head, attempted to achieve,
and very nearly snceeeded in achieving, a settlement
by consent. A year later (he present Government,
with the hearty good-will of ali parties here, sum-
moened a representative national convention, which sat
it Dublin for the best part of 12 nonths.  Their de-
liberatinns vesulted, T will 1ot say in complete agree-
ment, but in a far greater approximation to it than
auyone could have anticipated, or even thought pessible.
Tt was, marveover, a striking ans significant accompani-
ment of the sittings of {he convention, that, as 1 re-
meber pointing eut ac the time, there was a distinet
set-back, manifesled at by-clections and in other ways,
m the authority and infiuenee of the cxtreme, or Sinn
Fein, Party in Ireland,

The necessity for fmmediate action. when the con-
veultion had reported, was acknowlederd by no ene in
stromuer terms, or wilh more solemn pledges, than by
leading members of the Government. ut with a short-
sightedness for which I have never heen able to discover
any explanation or oxeuse. thev chose that particular
woment to insi=t upen the inclusion of Ireland for {he
fiest time in the compulsors provision of the Military
Service Act. Tt was an abortive proposal, foredoomed
to failure from the frst, and hound to prrove, aud,
as T predicted. it did prove, sterile of any military re-
=ult. But its political conserpienees wern immediate,
overwhelming, and dizastrous. The power aned prestive
of the Constitutional Pavty were fatally andermined,
The waning anthority of Sinn Fein was not only re-
stored. but anultiplicd a huudredfold, and the recont
clection has viven it, for ihe monent, thouvh, as 1
believe, only for the moment. majority of the Trizh
representation at Westininster. And there are HOW, as
we were Wformed the other day, more than 40,000
troops kept in Iveland o preserve the peace. and to
overawe unconstilutional auitution.

What is going ta he done? That ix thee (uestion
which was put to the Government little more than a
week ago in the Touse of Commons by the leader of

“ruptey of British statesmanship.

the Free Liberals—my friend Sir Donald Maclean. And
what was the answer? 1t was given by the new Chief
Secretary—one of the few Liberals who hold responsible
office in the Government. (Cries of “Question.”’) As
I read it—T have te read these things now—(laughter)
—I rubbed my eyes, for in argument, and even in
phraseclogy, it was an almost sxact reproduction of
what T used to hear night after night more than 30
years ago from the then holder of the same post, the
nmost famous of all Tory Chief Secretaries, the cham-
plon erusader of coercion, Mr. Raifour.

“So long,” says cur present Chief Secretary, “as
the condition of the country is what it is, no steps can
be taken to alter the present system of government’”;
and this was fellowed, of course, by the venerable plati-
tude that it is the first duty of a Government to main-
tain law and order. (Langhter.) Tt is sad, it is sad
to me at any rate, to hear a young and promising
Liberal lisping the obselete accouts of reaction. ‘It
1. says be, “the first duty of a Governinent to main-
tain law and order.” S0 it is.  Whe denies it? RBut
1 venture to tell wy right lon. friend that the first
condition for a durable basis for law and order in
Ireland is to alter the present system’ of pgovernment,
(Cheers.) That, at aby rate-—he may take it from
me—is the Liberal doctrine, preached by Mr., Glad-
stene, and followed, in days when the condition of Tre-
Lind Trom the point of view of law and order was
far worse than it is today, by all the great Liberal
statesmen of iy time. No wonder that ecven an en-
lightened Uunicnist, Major TIills, after hearing the Go-
verniment spokesman, felt constrained to exclaim :- -
“Either the Government have got a palicy or they
have not. 1f they have not got a pelicv it is the bank-
] If they have got a
poliey, in God’s name let them tell us what that policy
"

Wo are engaged, and rightly and worthily engaged,
in Paris at this moment in starting upon a new era
of sell-determined life for races and communities—nonea
of them more giffed than the Trish-—which have been
too long denied the right and the power to control
their own development and destiny.  Some of their
cases present difliculties, actual and coutingent, from
the standpoint of law and crder, Dbesides which those
which confront us in Ireland fade into relative in-
significance,  But the Allied and Associated Powers,
wisely preparing the vroad for a real League of Nations,
ave not going, 1 venture to prediet, to allow themselves
to be daunted bv those difficulties ints withholding or
delaying the healing wift of Freedom. It should be an
object of paramount urgency with all true Liberals
that we should do likewise here at home.
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Thera is always rcom for workers in this world,
and the will to advance will certainly find the way.

CiToleproaf ' =ik
Hosivrs, annel
for  heauty o oand
shupeliness amd for
long wear. Strong-
Iv reinforecd, with
““Tioleproot '™ lisle
thread;  seamloss
leg ned foor
throughout:
spliced heels nal
tees:  oxtra leep
Touble rihbel
““Holeproof’’ lisle

CDOCTOR T FLANNIELS,

white, dark coat-
ing, silver, lark
tan, mid and dark
greys—

7/11 pair

Write  for  Sumple
Pattrrns of Dress
Materials and Blous-
ings.

A Warm Welcome awaits these
“Doctor” Flannels

Scarce [er some lime past, but the celebrated, long-locked-for “Doctor” has come with
Order now, for there’s bound to be a big demand.

All Pure Wool.  Hoft and eosy. Will not slvink in the wash

oroirritate inowear. A warm weleoine swaits then— White 3/9 3/11 4/11 yd.
Natural 3/6 3/11 4/8 5/6 yard

COLONTAL FILANNLLS, pure wool, sound qualities amd gomi volpos—

FLANNIL SHERTINGS, o source of restfu! comfort these

tops. Blaelk, Pink, White, or Natural—

‘ SIURTING FLANNELS, ineluding the ““ Dovior™ makaos,

the first cold snap of winter.

, Canlerhbury  Apgenis
Toc Ladies’  Home
Jourmal Patterns,

Pink at 3711 yd.  Dark Grey  £/11  5/3 yd.
2/6 2/11 3/3 yd.
volil nights, AU weol—in
G0-inch 6/11 yd. 84-inch 8/6 ¥a.

In Btripes and Pluin Brevs—
375 3/11  4/11 yd.

Beath's are Sole

Simplest putterns in
the world te use.

CHRISTCHURCH

F, A. LAWS, The SPGRTS HOUSE, 29 Courtenay Place,. Woellington.
THE BEST 'CRICKET MATERIAL can always be obtained at our Premis
at our Branch House in RIDDIFORD ST., NEWTOWN. Bporting Goods
we, togobber with a varied and choice range of Ladies’ Handbage and Travelling Requisites.
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Also at Riddiford Street, Newtown.
v in COURTNEY PLACE, or

of every description stocked
"PrONE 4426,




