Taunspay, June 5, 1919.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET

governament of the colony, was owing to the fact that
the native Irish had repossessed themselves of nearly
alt the land that had ever litherto been wrested trom
them by “‘the gallant services of themuelves (the re-
monstrancers) or their ancestors.”  Xdward was obliged
to temporise. 1le answered this remonstrance graciously

and ‘“‘played’” the dangercus barons.
played” the dang : ,
But the policy of the ordinance was not relin-
quished. Tt was to be pushed on ax opportunity ofleved.

Eight years subsequent te the above proceedings—in
1360—Lionel, sou of King Edward, was sent over as
Lord Lieutenant. Ile brought with him a considerable
army, aud was to inaugurate {he new system with great
éclat.  Ile had personal clatms {o as well as a
Btate policy to carry out. By his Elizabeth de

Axmelt
wifea,

Burgh, be succeeded to the empiv titles of Farl of
Ulsier and Lord of Connaueht, and the possessions

supposed to follow them : bt these were just then held
by their rightful Trish owners, aumd one of Tionel's
objects was to obtain them by foree of arms for himself.

Soon after landing, Tie vuoched against “the  lrish
enemy,” and, coufident in the streneth of newly-landed
legions, he issued a proclamation lorbidding any of
Trish birth to come near iz arov.” This arrogance
was soon humbled,  Hio vaonted English aemy was a
failure.  The Trish ent it o pleces: and Prince Lionel

was obliged to abauden hiz cinapaden and retreated to

Dublin a prev te mortification and humiliation,  Iis
courtiers plied lum with flatteries in order to cheer hin.
By a process not very intellizibie, they argued that he
(mlqumed Clare, thonueh O Brien had wtterly defeated
him there, and compelled b l!J Iv to Trablin: and
they manufactured for himm out of thie piece of adulat-
ory inveution the titie of @ VZoprenec.”  Hut he only

half-accepted these pleasani fictions, the
which e knew too well dTe vecabled Dhis
cfleusive prociamation, and besoughd
Anglo-Trish,  To thenr favor he
tional titles and privileces un
kulehted several of the wmast COMnoers
After an adminiztvation of seven vears, it was deemed
high time for Lionel to brine the new policy into greater
prominence.  In 1367 he convened a Parlinment at Kil-
kenny. whereat he suceceded i havine paseed (bhat
memoerable statule known ever history as ““The
Statute of Kilkennv'™- (e fommal enaciment
that “*penal code of raee™ vits =0 claboratelv de-
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veloped by all subsequent Enciish lest-lation for lan-
dreds of vears.  The Act <ete au! by reciting  that
“Whereax, at the conguest of the land of Treland, and

for a long time after, the Engli=h or the wzid land veed
the English language, mode of viding, and apparel, aud
were goverued and ruled, hoth thev and their suhjeets,
called Betaghese (villeins) aceording to Tnglish law,
ete.; but now wmany Enclish of the said land, forsakin s
the English lauguage, manners. mode of ruling, laws,
and usages, hive and vovern themselves according to the
manners, fashion, and langusce of the Irish encnses.
and also have made divers marriages and allinnces be-
tween themselves and the Trish cnemies aloresald @ it
is therefore enacted (amonest otler provisionsy thai a'l
intermarriages, fosterings. onossipred, aud Brvinr or
selling with th(‘ enemy shall e aceounted trea-on; that
English names. fashions, and manners shall ha resumed
under penalty of the confiscation of the deliuquent’s
lands: that March laws and Brehion laws are illewal,
and that there shall e o Tuw but English law: that
the Irish shall not pasture their cattle on Enolish loads
that the English «hall not entertain Lrish rhymers, min-
strels, or newsmen : and, morcover, that no ‘meare Irich-
mau’ shall be admitted 1o any ecelesiastical bevefica or
religious house situated within the Enelish district.”

The Anglo-Irish barons must have heen strangely
overawed or overreached wlhen they were brought to
pass thiy statule: seveval of themsclves being at that
moment answerable to all its penalties!  Tis imimediate
result, lLowever, well-nigh completed the ruin of the
péwer it was meant to vestore and strengthen. It
roused the native Irish to a full concaption nf the Eng-
lish policy, and simultaneously, though without the
Iea@b concert, they fell upon th(, colony on all sides,

drove in the outposts, destreyed the castles, hunted tha: "
barons, and reoccupied the country very nearly up to
the walls of Dublin. ““O’Conuor of Connact and
O’Brien of Thomond,” says Hardiman, ‘‘laid aside for
the moment their private feuds, afid united against the
common fce. The Farl of Desmond, Lord Justice,
marched against them with a considerable army, but
was defmted and slain (Ldptured) in a sanguinary
engapgement fought A. 1. 136Y, in the County of Limer-
ick. OFar1e11, the chieftain of Annaly, committed
great slaughter in Meath. The O'Mores, Cavanaghs,
O’ Byrne's, and O'Tooles, pressed upon Lmn%ter and
the (VNeills raised the 10(1 arm 1 the nerth. The
Euglish of the Pale were seized with consternation and
dismay, and terrer and vonfusion veigned in their coun-
eils, while the natives continued (o gain ground upon
fhem m every divection. At this erisis an epportunity
effered such as had never hefore oveurred, of terminat-
my the dominion of the Kuglish in Iveland; but if the
natives had ever conceived such a pw]ect they were
never sufliciently united to achicve it. The opportunity

passed away, and the disunion of the Trish saved the
colony.”’
As for the obnoxious statute, it was found 1npos-

sible to euloree it turther.  Cnnning policy did not risk
permanent. defeat by pressing it at such a moment. It
was allewed {o remain “a dead letter’” for a while; not
dead, however, hut only slumbering.

{To be continued))

TIME AND THE NEW TASK

One way in which vepresentative government mis-
represents has havdly been enoush noticed (says the
[efresy. Tt arises ¥rom a change in the value

The period during which a man remains a
i otill the xame.  But the period during which
a mat can beconie a millionaire s very much shorter.
When wealth was reckened in a were human fashion
by harvests, when even o great lord would make a
gift or promise in the form of “three years of land,”’
no great risk was vun by putting o man on his politieal
probation for five years of land, or seven years of land.
Lf he bad helped the country he could be retained ;
il he had only helped himself he could be rejected ;
hat he could not have helped himself to very much.
The modern system of swilt aud secret finance, of
shares, tips and tricks of a!l kinds, has thrown out
altogether {hus old caleulation of septennial parliaments,
and would probably make as wmucli havoc of triennial
partiamentz. 1t may hardly take a mouth to make a
willionaire : while it took a lifetime to make a miser.
The millionaive, by that time, may not even care
whetlier he 1s re-elected to the 1Touse of Commons;
he may already have purchased a reat in the House of
Lords. e may already have purchased a newspaper,
and be makmy and unmaking elections and parlia-
ments.  He aay alveady be HL(‘]EH‘,’ supporting the
party funds, and thus sceretly supperting 10 parlia-
mentary candidates to succeéd if he fails.  All this
avises from no change in the political principle, but
from a mere accident of the clock or the calendar. For
the modern wan time has shrank @ considering how le
nses it, we might say that it has shrivelled. Man's
democratic dignity, being akin to his divinity, is con-
stantly being thus caught in the petwork of time and
space.  Bub the present case has o very practical appli-
cation.

Most. of the numerons and various groups that are
discontented with the last election ave looking forward
to the next election. 1t is generally believed, and not
without reason, that it may come very soon. There
Is pood’ g:ound, doubtiess, for discontented democr?ts
saying that it canvot come too seon. Bub the point
for our nmmediate purpose is that, however soon it
comes, it will cowe too late. The pirates will already
have seized the sort of treasure for which they are
seeking. The particular processes, by which profes-
sional peliticians put themselves in a position of privi-

A“.f e
af tine.
meuibor

(Late Lewis & Hogan).

J. LEWIS

QB CUBA BT., WELLINGTON (op. C. Bmigh’s),

éood Teiloring in n.ll its branches.

Let us bhave youl
Bpring Order mow,

LADIES' COSTUMES A BPECIALTY



