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ITALY AND IRELAND

Hitherto a profound silence has reigned in the
European press on the subject of Ireland’s national
aspirattons and intentions (says Nationality of recent
date). The censorship, the refusal of passports, and the
poison of anti-Trish propaganda have bLlinded Eurcpe
to the facts of the Irish situation. England has every-
where bsen represented as the apostle and defender of
liberty. TIreland, if vemembered at all, was not sup-
posed to be a «istinct nation, but a sort of disconiented
Yorkshire, inhabited chiefly by law-breakers and crimi-
nals. But the silence 1s being broken at last, The truth
at last is beginning to leak throngl. A weelk or two
ago long and carelully considered avticles were pub-
lished 1n Italy. full of facts, quotatious, and arguments,
in which the Irish cause was =2t forth in greav detail,
and was boldly advocated.

The {fapeio o Hufin, one of the most widely read
papers in Italy, printed two avticles. each a column
and a-half long. with double headlines extending across
two colunmms.  In the fivst of these ('Towards an Trish
Republie™ the overwhelming triwmph of the Republican

Party at the General Election i~ made clear. D
MceCartan™s communication to the United States s
givenn 1 full.  Ng one (szave the writer) nnderstands

anvthing about Smn Fein beesvse the Jeaders ave kept
shut up withouwl trial o Fuaelish caols, while the Trish
peeple arve held down by martial law as in s straieht
jacket, aud are preveuted rrum conumunicatioge with
the outer world Ly s censorzhin of the severest inud.
Arthur Griffith 1= quoted on the wall of paper.” and
the writer a=k: whether the Sword of Justice. which
has Liewn down ro numny barviers of granite, is to he
baffled v this trumpery and immoral eh-truction, The
aniiquit_\: of Ireinnd’s nationsity wnd eulture is en-
phasised, her nee-done sipueaele for Treodom s deseribed,
and the pawmiphict en the ethics of =ipn Femn s eited
to show the lufty character ef the national ideal. On
the other han:d. the Tvaes Is quoted to show that the
English ave =till velying on the systew of foreible ve-
pression thev prictized venerations agco, and purticulars
are viven ol the armiv of oceupation o Irelamd, s
numbers and equiynient. The meaning of the tricolor is
explammed. as well ax lreland’s rvesolve 1o hold ot
against Euglish tyvianny o the last: and finallv. the
article, in which arguwment = pited upon arguuent and
quotation upon quotation, affivms the vight of Treland
te present her case 1o the Peace Conference.

The second avticle ("Can Trelaud Siand Alone 7'y
deals at lTengih with the allegation made by the Wura-
iy Must and by ignorant poliliciaux of the tvpe of
Walter Long, that English tyrauny is the only alter-
native to Irish bankruptey. The area and population
of Ireland are compared with those ol other small
European nations. and figures are given to show how
Irish revenue Ix draimed away remorselessly into the
English Treasury, and the noplacable thoronghuess
with which Trish developuient has heen suppressed is
indicated. The Tiish Nation (savs the writer), whom
the English revile as hankrupts and beggars, but whow
in truth they have lLled white, “pays England every
year an enormmous siun for the privilege of having main-
tained cver them an alien tyranny which they abhor.”
The nationhood of Treland is again insisted on and
England is warned that ‘‘not with fetters and the
prison will you ever extinguish the eternal flame of
patriotism in the heart of a proud and ancient nation.””

Another Jtalian newspaper, L'ftaliv, in its “‘Notes
on International Pelitics,” devotes the greater part
of a column to a discussion of the Irish situation. It
says that on the Continent you may mect with people
af every nationality—even frem China, Japan, Siamn,
or Lithuania- -“*but a Sinn Feiner you will never see,
for the very simple reason that he requires a passport
in order to cross the Channel, and England will never
allow him to have a passport.’” The threat of the
Times that the Irish Republican movement will be
crushed as eflectively as the movements ef '29, '48, and
87 iz again reproduced  with scorn, and a sharp con-
trast is drawn between England’s professions as ‘‘the

liberator of oppressed nationalities’”” and her secret
oppression of Ireland. 'The paper says that the result
of the Genera! Election and the proclamation of the
Republic are facts “too eloquent to admit of reply,”
and urges that the same principles of justice should
be applied to Treland as to other oppressed natiou-
alities,

England is not likely to welcome the frank dis-

ccussion bhus initiated m Europe on ler secret treat-

ment of the Irish Nation. As the Sfatist lately pointed
out, she is now the ouly Great Power left who, contrary
to the opinion of the whole civilised world, is helding
down millions of unwilling subjecls by the sheer power
of the sword. But the damning revelation, so long
delayed, could not be postponed for ever. Tt is coming
at last.  “Just a little exposure,” said President Wil-
son at the Sorboune University, “will settle most
questions.”” May the God of Nations grant thai it may
be so in the case of Ireland.
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MRZEJOITANNA NOLAN, KUMARA.

There passed away peacefully at her residence, Tui
Street, Kumara, ou April 16, a widely-kuown  and
highly-esteemed vesident in the person of Mrs. Johanna
Nolan, who had attained the ripe age of 75 years. The
lute Mrs. Nolaw had suffered a great deal with heart
trouble, and was receiving medical attention up to the
fast atiack., which caused ler sudden and unexpected
veath, i the presence of Ler family., The deceased was
an exemplury Catholie, and being of a kind and gene-
rotis disposition, sie was held n the highest esteem by
all whe knew hero SHhe alse held a warm place in the
affretions of the Sisters of Mevey, who were so often
summione:t te her bedside during her sudden illnesses.
The ite Mel Nolan was predeceased by her husband
some vescs acos o One diughter and two ‘sons—Miss
Nolan and Mesos. Wiklhon and John Nolan—are left
to matien the less of 1 devoted mother, and to them the
svupathy of the whele commuunty Is extended. The
Ll saeredd vites of THoly Chureh were administered by
Father Ofilare. who alse officiated at the intermnent in
Kumara Cenetery —R 1P,

AR FEDWARD O'CONYNOR, HOKITIKA.

The death cecurred on Saturday. May 17, after a
Lriel illuess, of Mr. Edward (’Connor., of the Sonthland
tHlotel, Tlokitita. The deceased, who had reached the
age ol T4 vears, was born m Kilkenny, Co. Kerry, Ire-
Tl He came ot te Melbourne in the ship Champion
of the Heas, in 1866, 1o ihe following year he came to
Ilokitika, where he engaged 1n voldmining and con-
Uracting 1] 1879, He then became licensee of the
Linpevial Fotel, and six years later hought the Sonth-
laind  Hotel preperty. oppozite, which he suceessfully
conductesl np to the time of bis death, Deceased was
nearried i 1879, and leaves o widow, feur daughters
(Nister M. Buernard of the Convent of Merev, Lyttelton,
Muisses Mary, Catherine, and Johanus (’Connor), ‘and
tlirea vons - Fdward and Patrick {on active service) and
Martin, and two brothers—Myr. Patrick O'Connor, of
the police toree, Dunedin, and Mr., William O’Connor,
Rimu, -to mourn their loss.  The deceased’s eldest son,
James, made the supreme sacvifice on Gallipoli as a
mewher of the N.Z. Expeditionary Force. The very
large gathering at the funeral on May 21 testified to
the esteem in which the late Mr. O'Couner was held.
The 1ibernian Soclety was strongly represented at the
obsequies, which were conducted by Father Clancy.--
R.L.1.
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