Tuurspay, JUuNe 3, 1919,

WEARING OF THE GREEN

The festival of Ireland’s patron saint was observed
this year with religions and patriotic fervor wherever
in Great Britain are tu be found the scattersd sons of
the Gael. Special servicss were meld in many places
and the churches were crowded. At numberless social
gatherings the Ivish claim to self-government was put
forward, and tlre oratory was supported by the power-
ful appeal to seutiment which the sengs of FErin made
Lo responsive audiences.

London Celebrations.

St. Patrick’s Day was celebrated in London with
undiminished ferver and many functions which had
lapsed owing to the war were revived. At the Chnreh
o St. Patrick. in Scoho, Pontifical [Tigh Mass was cele-
brated by the Right Rev. Bishep Butt. Canoen Vere,
the veteran rector, was the preacher, and in a noble
panepvrvie he emphassed the fact hat Treland had
sulfered all forms of perseention, domination. and fvre-
aniy in the attempt to stwmrp ond the Cathelie veligion.
Bt feo-diy 1w the most Calbholic entity i the world,

.’\(lm-irul Sis owias the ruesty of the Dreish Chalyoat
its Jdinwer, in the conrse of which 3r. Morvis, a Welsh
M. who site for a divisian of Battersea, said that the
Cathelic community m Wales were respeeted thronelh-
ant {he }n'lnvi}'n‘.iﬁ'}- Fur the hicn 1dea’™ an:l Jdevotion
which eutded their ennduet, --The TTnion of the FPonr
Provinces of Treland {1ub held a dance at Prinee's
Restanivant  which  was largelv atlended, while the
Gaelic Lesoue haed ifs nsual nationa! conerrt and dis-
tincuished arti=tes at the Queen's Tall The AOT
had a similir snecessid onterfanmnoent,
a specinl conesrt oar the Cath

There was also
1all, (,'nl)“n]mu(‘n
Qireet, Wine s s, 00 commection witlh the anisston,

At many oflier vovizher . enterfainments were Glven.
Tl Aclilourue and Gaelie.

= Pateici = Dy owas celebrated in Birmineham
by a great dewonstration i the Tewn Hall, held wder
the ;ius])ic-es ¢ the United Irish Leavae, the Jrish
National Foresters, and the lrish Lostitits, Caion
Vililevs previded. and he was sapported by Lard Asli-
bourne, the Rev., B0 [Loszan, and others af 1he local
aud district cleroy, Mesavs. D0 Lyvons, o KD Keating,
and T, Connollv. The inecling was preceded by an
organ recital.

The Very Rev. chairman explaued that he was
acting for Father Hovan (president of the Trish [nsti-
tutey, who was sufferine from the effects of an aceident.
The feast of Bt. Patrick had Lrought them all tocether,
whether they were Tlibevuians, Gaelic Leapuers, Na-
tionalists, or Sion Felners. (Loud and continuous ap-
plause.) Iie saw that he had touched the spot. What-
ever they might be, they had cowe together for Jre-
land’s sake. Thev were cut to-day for peace all the
world over, peace in the political world und peace in
the economic world: but they could have no peace sc
feng as Iveland was not at peace. The Trisli guestion
was the test guestion of peace all the world gver.  Some-
thing would have to be done for Ireland, and be done
quickly.

Lord Ashbourne then gave an address on the Trizh
language and its importance in the work of rebuilding
the nation. The earlier part of his lordship's address
was deliveved in Gaelic, to enable him, as he said, to
gather courage. 1Je emphasised the urgent nced for
the cultivation of a knowledge of the Gaelic language,
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and appealed to his audience to do their share in’tliat
way to set Ireland on her feet again. The battle they
were fighting was not so much for the body as for the
soul of Ireland. In the rush and turmoil of Irish poli-
tics that fact was not always realised. .

A vols of thanks to Lord Ashbourne was proposed
by Tather Hanrakan.

The Rev. James (YITanlon moved the following
resolution, whiclh was carried by acclamation—'‘That
this meeting of the Irish of Birmingham, assembled
for the celebration of the national feast, claims for Ire-
land a hearing at the Peace Counference, and asserts
her right, in justice, o self-determination, in common
with the_other small nations of Kurope; and desires
that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to M.
Clemenceau, President of the Peace Conference, Pre-
sident. Wilson, and Mr. Lloyd George, Prime Minister
of KEngland.”

On the eve of ¥t. Palrick’s Day, the Irish people
ot Tyvueside held their annual demonstration and con-
cerl i the Fhippodrome Theatre, Newcastle, The
theatre was crowded in all parts, and the proceedings
woere entlusiastic throughout.

Mro T Haves, BLA who presided, said that of
all the people clamoring for self-determination, noue
had a worthier clatm than glorieus Ivelaud. Iler case
was iudisputable and unanswerable. No force would
ever be able to prevent lreland’s achieving her aim,
and surely it was the bounden duty of all Trishmen to
croanise in order {o secure that by united demand.
Behind thenr vty ihey had the suppert of the great
democracy of Great Deitain, and they had also the
fal knowledee that the Labor Party was with them,
anil wontd hiels theo to attain their ambition.

A=< M MeDermott, who is the first woman speaker
L aeddress the wunmal demovsirvation, moved — ‘That
this tmeeting, representative of the Irish race on Tyne-
sides enderses the demand of the Trish people for the
rizhit of sell delernunation, and pledges itself to give
every legttimale support to this demand.”” The reso-
Tition was carrvied with cheers,

My T R Clynes, MUP., said that the spirit of
Leish natienabism was ineradicable aud indestructible,
and 1t would never be satisfied nntil thatl degree of free-
dom for which Trishmen had lived and died was con-

veded. Sowme people had thought that the way to
seftle the Irish question war to make her more pros-
jrous. fle believed the materizl prosperity of [re-

Lo was wever better than pow, but it was at the very
moment when her material advancement and prosperity
were preatest that there was the deepest disgust with
the methods of British government in Treland, and
creater deteruination than ever not ta let the question
rext uptil it was settled in aceordance with the desirves
of Erishmen.  Sowe people feared that if Treland got
[Tome Rule and self-determiunation, that power might
he abused to mterfere with the faith of the Protestant
niinerity 1 Trelend.  There was no more freedom-lov-
g people than the Trish Catholics, and though they in
former days in Treland had suffered bitterly for their
faith, they harbored ne desive to interfere with the full
frecddlom of conscience on the part of other people.

Mr. Chas. IDiamond and Ay, Wm. (' Brien, sce-
retary of the Trish Labor Tarty and Trades Union
Congress, also addressed the wathering. There were

cithnsiastic celebrations and dewmonstrations, also, at

Sunderland.  Edinburgh, Glasgow, and other chief
centres,
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