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IRELAND HAS THE RIGHT TO BE FREE _

-

The New York Americon a few months ago had a
convineing editorial on ‘‘If Any Subject European Na-
tion Has the Right to be Free, Ireland Has the Right.”
The editorial was as follows:— :

“Justice Cohalan is right in saying: ' In spite of
martial law aud of a large English army of occcupation,
and without any bloodshed, the people of lreland by
more than a two-thirds vote have broken down and
destrayed the old political machine which had control-
led the country for more than a generation and
have declared more uneguivecally and decisively than
did the people of Awerica before the Revolution their
intention of governing themselves without permission ov
hindrance from any foreign power. Amevica has al-
ways sympathised with peoples who are struggling to
be free. Never was there greater reason for such sym-
pathy than now, when the making of a just and perma-
nent peace depends upon doing justice te all peoples,
and to none more than to the people of Treland. who
have once again so decisively and so impressively shown
their intentiom and determination to bhe free. The
world is hoping and praying for sach a peace, and
England will bave no greater stateshuan or friend than
the one who will connnit her to sueh a peace and turn
the enmity and hostility feit to her in s¢ many quarters
of the weorld into friendship and amity.’

““The Irish people have a natural and inherent
right to be free aud mdependent, They have a natural
and inherent right to a government which derives its
pewers from the consent of the governed. I this is
not so, then our Declaration of Tndependence 1s =imply
verbiage and the professions with which we went (o
war were unworthy pretences. If the world 1= not
safe for the free dewmocracy of Lreland, then it 1= nnt
safe for any democarcy whiclh o stronger nation may
desire to rule. Tf Eucland has the right to goveru the
Trish people agninst theiv consent, then Germanuv bl
the right to govern the Pules apain=c then cousent.
Austria had the vicht Lo govern the Czechs and Slovalks-
against their consent, Russia had the right teo govern
the Finus against thenr consent.  There is no escape
from the inexorable logic of these romparizons,

It the Trish people huve not the uwatural and
inherent right to be free and independent of 2 zovern-
ment conducted wilhout their consent and against their
interest, no people has that natural and inherent right
—and the only lasis of hberte and independence i
not, right Lut might,  And there vou have the doctrine
of despotizmn and militavism, disguise it in whatever
sophistry you will,

“The hundred thousand American men who luid
dawn their lives i this war did not make that supreme
sacrifice to pull down the supremacy ol mmight over
right 1 one portion of Burope only to more fivmly
establish that odious doctrine in anotber porilon of
Europe.

“We do not see with what face our representatives
at the Peace Conference could demand independence
for Behemians, Slovaks, Juge Slavs, and every other
small people in one part of Furepe and refuse to de-
mand independence for the Trish people in another part
of Eurape.

“The argmment that the Trish people could not
defend their small natien from the atiacks of more
powerful nations applies to all small nations and pre-
supposes that the old conditions of intrigre, aggression,
and wars of eonquest are to continue—and yet we are
assured day after day that this war was fought to end
such conditions and that the DPeace Conference will
formulate a plan of permnanent tranquillity and per-
manent safety for weak democracies. Either the arpu-
ment is worthless or else the promises and p]edges;'by
which our people were led to make their gigautic sacri-
fices of blood and treasure were worthless.

““If the Irish democracy cannot safely exist in the
world »without the protection of fleets and armies of
its conqueror then the world is not safe for democracy,
and all the lives  and money given by Americans to
make the world safe for democracy have failed to accom-
plish their high object.  We are curicus to see any
convincing demal of that conclusion, Tt is no argument
at all to say that of late years the English rule in Ire-
land has been less oppressive than in the past. The
staterment is noi altogether true, as the late Sinn Fein
maszacres prove, but even if the statement were true it
dees net fundamentally alter the situation.

A Governmenl of Force.

“The Hoglirh rule in Ireland is not a povernment
deriving its Jusl powers from ihe consent of the ge-
erned. I 1n a government bused upon superior foree.
Tt 12 the government of the Irish people by the English
people in the interests of the Tnglish people. That is
the kiud of government against which Washington re-
belled, which Lineceln devounced, and against which
we have just vietorlously tonght.

L the Brdizh Governmeut s wise 1t will abandon
s rule of lrelsnd by force and cullivate an alliance
based upon gratitade, provimity, mutual welfare, and,
above all, upou ile {firm foundation of justice and
righteonsness, without which foundation no government
Is ever perimanent, no peace ever secure, no edifice of
power ever einluring., By the weasure of justice that
1= meted out to Treland wili bz measured 1n lavge part
the sineceritv, the rectitude, and the resuits of the
professicus nd purposes of Fngland in this gigantie
conflice

P every people nothe world, great or small,
trous or owesk, §= onot sale te live its own national
Iile 1 its own s aeeerdiner lo s gwu desire,
then the pledors o ioiuvited us into the war and the
hivh porpo=es which suneated us o the war have failed
of Tull reabization. Vo parvenbivase Uhe siriking language
of President Linecln, the werld cannot live in peace
Tt slave and hald frees Justize cannot be welghed out
e unegual balanees and he qust, Democracy cannot

Sithier we must «tand fast in sup-
el al Lilevty and independence for
peovles who slvive G be ree ond independent, or

elve Dwo paislers, 1[

nl oo T

weo o shonhd ecsed the Yite and destiny of none.l”’
MUTAERE SPE00SN05 ANTMANM TUITADM.
Plmeclas AT 270
Yo burn e drecdoi, ail o vour blood

Palsing Tor thas, and vou would be
A zallevslave o nativohood
e, 1o dive onon deeland Dree:
And T oany captive i vewr threall
Soree |owrust love vou s that isoall,

And thus [ tine iy litdde pace,
Deennng that von wonld have it =0
My juv oand sorvow make a chacs
To meet vour Iavghter or vonr woe s
My anger angers voun, my hate
Wounds, Lhat vou e not desolute,

=0 wiih the .-\1!;_‘01 foot in footb

I owrestle: girt with shield and sword,

My thoughts of you, so T dispure

Your sole possessicn with the T.ovd.

And o, to set your spirit free,

Love, 1T would slay your love of me.
Gronge Norye PLUNRETT, 1n Ntodies,
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