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Hoéw say you, Gilbert Keith Chesterton~-are you guilty
or not guilty?

Of course, Mrv. Chesterton talks nousense some-
times, and often he is right rather by a divine Iuck
than by conscious effort. Of much of his work he can
say, like Petruchio, *‘Tt is extempore, from my mother-
wit.”” I1is insight, or perhaps it would be more accu-
rate to say his power of guessing, almost approaches
a sixth sense. 1lis dexterity in using words is like that
of a glfted stock-rider in using whips ; he seems almost,
to misuse them in the seuse of forcing them to do moere
than their proper werk. 1t seewms as nunatural to smash
a rationalist with a pun as to flick a fly off a lady’s back
with a 30ft. lash. Of AMr. Chesterton'’s wit there can
be no question: it is stvessed most by those least iu-
clined to take him seriously. But the praise is nearly
always wrongly given. The popular idea of him is of
B man perpetually standing on his head, and shouting
joyously how funny things look from that standpoint:
whereas the whole point of lus best jokes s that he i
astonished to be flat on his feet, while other men (quite
gravely and nalurally) are careering about upside-down,

But wit, readiness, aud even genius, fail to aceount
for all the rare merit there 15 in mach of Mr. Chester
ton’as work.  This andisciplined  Jester, thiz wayward
Bohemian, has done =ee vemarkable tlungs. For exe-
ample, theve is his ieson dge do Literatfire . T s
a trifle, of cotrse, but =neh a trifle ! An essay v often
condensed in a phraze, sueh as that whivh describes
Macaulay’s prose as “at itz best like steel and at ots
worst Iike tin.”" or Tenvyson's work as that of “a pro-

vincial and sometimes o suburban Viegil,” “noet a
balance of truthx, like the universo. but a balance of
whims, like the Britizh constitution.””  Again, it is no

hgh‘( busmesk to set abonut telling the histor v of England
in 240 pages. Mr. Chesterton does pot tell it: uo ol
or mortal conld. But, with much faney, perhavs sone
fantasy, aund a wealth of incidental wizdom, he sives
more essential truth than has ever been packed o such
a space by any English historieal writer,

There is. of course, another and weaker side to
My, Chesterton.  His proper business is to give s
great truths if possible, and. failing that. what the
schoolboy would call ““whoppiug™ great lies, lies so vast
and provocative as to make the defence ol trath w veces-
sity. We want to know from him the rough and thorny
path o one considerable place. amd the hroad roud to
another resort, even wore fashionable and popadous,
But we do noi leokx to him for o dJdivectory of Hownds
diteh or a plun of the nudersronnd places of Westwin-
ster.  Ile s just as ltkelv 1o Le wromg inovery small
things as he Ix to be right fn verv large things.  Not
that the small things are unimportaut, bui thev are
work for lesser meu. By all meaus let Mr. Chesterion
thunder at PParliamentary corriupiion and Pacliamen-
tary futility iu geueral: but the special caze of the
notorious Mr. Snide, MLP., s better Ieft to another.
Tt may be for the public good as well as for the comlrt
of Mr. Chesicrton's own eanat that he sheuld il af
Israel, or, as he would hieself pmt i, vesene the JTew
from ilie nnfaie position he eccupies i the modern
Slate. RBut Mr. Chestertan is tas bix a man to spit
tipoii a single Jewish galordine, [t may e jumsibhle
to respect and even svmnathise with Tovguemada. Bt
nobody would like fo think ol hin as (aking & turn
at the rack with his gwn hand.

Tt is this local lack of balance, much more than
fear of the omunipresont auwd vmnipetent Taraelite, that
prevents timid =ouls from adopting Mr. Chesterton as a
leader. They are afvaid that, if thers happens to be
no> crusade, U‘e will be fnviled 1o shave in o pogrom.
Yet he dom 1w roundabout wav, influence wany who
in turn bave an clicet ou public opmion.  These men
quote his jesis to point moral: they have furtively bor-
rowed from him. 1§ you are ['mh familiny with Ao,
Chesterton’s theuaehl you \\111 recoguise it as easily
in the leading columng as in the “Pithy Paragraphs”
or “'Wisdom of the Week.” Of course, as in most cases
of thefl, the thicl mars what he steals. But the mer-
chandise does reaclkr soma sart of market that way.
One catches thought, like disease, without kuowing
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whence, and Mr. Chesterton, if he takes notice at all,
nust sometimes smile at finding in the primmest quar-
ters a faint echo of his most revolutionary slogans.

For Mr. Chesterton, though and perhaps lLecause
1o is an optimist, is a decided revolutionary. It must
bo added a genevous one, for his compelling motive
is a uuble and comprehensive sympathy with the cap-
tive and the oppressed. Ile sees in modern civilisation
a Bastille in which there are very vile dungeons, mode-
rately comfortable cells, and pleasant quarters for the
governor and his staff, but in which all, governor and
\taf‘f included, are true prisoners. It is dull work for
Baisemaux, the gaoler, as well as for the young prince,
the unlucky pamphleteer, and the nameless wretches
below the moat; and Mr. Chestertou would set them
all free.

It is the tyranny of civilisation ilself, the bondage
of things rather {han the lucidental eruelties of men
themselves bound (though in chains of oold and swathes
of precious paper) that lie is out to fight. Tle sympa-
thises with a strike as a strike, without regard to the
estensible merits of the dispute. 1t Is an attempt of
the vietim bound to the tyrannous wheel of routine to
throw it momentavily ont of gear 1f he caunat subdne
it to e own rational wants. Such an allowpt, if
it owaserts only for a o moment the sovereiznty of Juan
over things, is worth thoe while.

THE RELIGIOUS STRUGGLE IN THE NEW
PRUSSIA

i

Oun November 27, 1918 (savs The Tebfery, an edict
was issued Dby the Prossian Minister of Edueation,
Adoll Heffman, suspeading  ecelesiastical  inspection,
Catholic or Lutheran, in State schools.  In the appre-
bension aroused in veligicus circles. il was assumed that
the decvee Toreshadowed Turther aud more drastic mea-
sures: and these fears proved to be well founded. A
week later, and the papers contamerd an amplification
nt the edict, ncluding clauses prohibiting niter alie
all forms of denominational relivions iustruction in
sehoals, the offering of pravers hefore and after study,
and commpulsory attendance of scholars at church. Tt
was then abvious that the ain of lloffman, long noto-
rious for bis antipathy towavds veligion, was to effect
i complete ceparvation betwesn Chuveh and State. This
eomplex and Intricate question, invelving a basic altera-
tion in the velalions between the spivitual and temporal
powers within the confines of the Kingdom of Prussia,
has heen the subject of comment, ealw and heated, in
the German press. Generally speaking, it may be said
that the Sceialist parties approve the proposed measure
of separation, which wax Indeed, one of the main planks
of ther Ervfurt programme of 1801, O the other hand,
thal divorce met al onee with the disapproval of the
creat Centre Catholie Party and of the old Couserva-
tive (now German National) Pavty, which before the
cataclvsm represented the interests of the Lutheran
State Choreh. Certain Radical papers, such as the
Bestiner TogehTafijoin forees with the Catholics. They
condemn any precipitate change, from considerations
ol expediency.  They, too, fear that the ecularisation
of education. if ultimately earried through, will give a
strong impetus to the rvapidly increasing Separatist
mavemesants all over the Empire. The dreaded atheism
of Berlin impels those provinces where strong religious
feeling predominates—Westphalia and the Rhineland,
Ravaria and the Polish border regions—-to seek safety
in central government. Dewivehe Tegeszeiting, the
crgan of 1110 Prussian militarist clique, alse falls inteo
Jme‘ and denounces the appeintment of Hoffman as a
mistake calling for instant vectification. Tt is evident
euough that, in the event of separation, the position
of the Lutheran Church will be very precarious, as it
has hitherto been mainly dependent upon the support
of the various kings, now “‘the broken brood’’ of the
poet’s strangely [ulfilled prophecy. The result, there-
fure, is & widespread movement in favor of sinking
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