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nishness be destroyed as was Prussian.  If all othem
desert ITreland, il all the hlatant spouters who teld us
that we wers fighting for right and justice make com-
mon cause lor the purpose of upholding the persecutors
of a Catholic people, Awerica will not fail.  Awmerica
will remember her debl to Treland. America will re-
pay when the day comes. The intervention of Mr. Wil-
son or the recognition on the part of England of the
justice of Trish claims wmay yet end the siruggle without
bloodshed. Tailing the one and the other, there is
little room to doult that the nations that fought to
make the world sufe [or Demowraey will witness the
spectacle of a brutal power oiee move trying to trample
down a free people, even as the hordes of Germany
trampled on Belginm.  And even if that comes {o
pass, Preland will win o the end as she has always woun
after BEugland did ber worst. Awd England will lose
as shie has always lost after sho Dludgeened o wenk
nation- she will Tove Trelaud, and as well will lose the
remmmants of respeet that the nations have for her.

MOULDERS OF PUBLIC OPINION:
MR. G. K. CHESTERTON

*

(HBy .71

Mr. Chesterton, as a jestine philosopher, suffers
one considerable disadvantage.  Serious people tend to
like his jokes and distrust his philesophy.  Fhppant
people arve willing to respect his philosophy at a dis-
tance, but refuse to he amused by his pleasantries.

There & a Inehiv intellecinad el of men  their
view is cxpressed by Mro A G Gardiner whe will net
have Mr. Chesterten ax a thinker, bhot roar their sides
out when he savs " Pass the mustard.”  They nmst on
treating him simply as an embodied, even over-em-
badied, jest. as “yowr only jigomaker,” a “Thousand
desy Things,” bound. ke the Dbooks of Meudon, in
human skin. On the other hand. the professional
merrymakers find [Hile wunusement in Mr. Chesterton.
AMr. Chesterton and M. Cadbury parted. Mr. Ches-
terten and Sir Owen Seaman have apparently never
met.  The greatest Juke of the age Is never seen in
FPanel.

It 1, o suppose, Meo Chesterton’s swn fault that
he is so generally conceived as a chuekle, of pweteren
perrvam. He has made s’ o allowed himselt to
beceme, too much of a chavacter Tlhere was a time
when he sat on a hich-legued stool, in w ity office, doing
something with inveces.  TU = true he did net stay
there lony, but his merve presence for the fraction of a
day would seem proof that at one fhwe he was thought
cotmmnercially possible,

Riavimond, iw Eearguen)

capable of belug wade some sort
of & clerk.  That is {0 xav, Lhe must have presented

—

somo outward resemblance to other youths; from Ald-
gate Pump fo St. Paul’s Churchyard no firm exists
wide-minded enough to admit a recruit with the vast
sombrere, the Sausonian locks, and the Bolivar-ponche
cloalk which at a laber period wers the honost pride of
Fleet Strect, still revelling, though grown prim itself,
in the reputation of Bohewianism. Whether Mr. Ches-
terton, of fixed purpose, adopted the dress and man-
nerisms of lis earlier period, or whether it was all
more or less an accident, only Mr, Chesterton may say.
But in permitting himself to beceme a character he
threw away much of his birthright as an influence.

The fault is, of course, the time’s as well as Mr.
Chesterfon’s.  Sovrales was joked at as much as Mr.
Chesterton, bul Soerales was uo joke. Many a saint
wnst have raised a coarse laugh by his appearance, but
no saint was ever a laughing malter. Yet we moderns,
with our mamia for specialism, will hardly allow Jack
Point to have u ssul (o save or a tooth to ache. If
accepted as an autheniic funny man, he must be funny
tor ever. The mere fact about Mr. Chesterton 1s that
he is a big man, who dresses as he likes, and, being
inactive and fond of his comfort, used to take many
eabs when cabs could be taken. Tle also drank a cer-
tain moderate quantity of beer when it was, at least,
au inteliigible proceeding to drink beer. Further, he
preferred an excellent meal in a tavern, with good
company, o decorous malnutrition at two shillings a
mouthful,

It was inevitable that a legend should grow round
siuch a man: unfortunately the legend, for most people,
lias strangled the man, as vy does a tree. 1 have
Lefore me what purports Lo he a critical study of Mr.
Chestertan. 10 | knew unthing else of the subject 1
should pieture a persen physicaily and mentally inert,
conceited. rather puevile, and given to paltry verbal
smartness  a Cotkney Tony Lumpkin who, like Olivia
Primrose, had “read u great deal of controversy.””
may be Mr. Chesterton’s fault that be is so represented.
It is certainly society’s misfortune that it has no clearer
extimate of one of the most powmful personalities of
the time. N

Clearly the onlv way Lo arvive at the truth is to
put in ax evidence My, Chesterton’s own books. Swin-
burne has protested against the theory that an unlet-
tered Shulespere wrote “tlamlet” without effort in
odd times-——"as a bird might woult a feather or a fool
might break a jest’”": he kuew that such things were
nol. made so.  Aud the waorks of Gilbert Keith Chester-
ton coutain ample festimony on which to found an im-
Iw.uhmf'n{ of a quite novel kind.  ITe stands hereby in-
dieted Tor thai he bas Iabored well and faithfully,
Airst to see the truth and then to tell it; for that he,
heing a ereat vhetoriciau, seldom uses rhetoric to ob-
seure or o deceive : and, being o great wit, employs
wit ounly {o seazon wisdom and make it memorable.
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FINLE  JHISH  DAMASK  CLOTNOS, T'he new
designs wid the  old, reliable gquality  will
pleuse; and the domask will stand  regular

dox 2% yavrds- 16/9 18/9 21/6 and 23/6 each
42 x 3 yards— 16/11 19/6 28/6 and 34/6 each

Linen for the dowry—and long wear

Pleasing customs of old come again. What a revival of the good old spirit of
grandmother’s day. prompting gifts of fine linen to young folks contemplating
These are reliable for gifts, or for your own personal use.

Beath’s
Special
Longcloth
36 in.wide
15/9 doz.

wenr. All linens post
free anywhere.

BEATIS SPECIAL LONGCLOTH, 36in, wide—
. 15/9 dozen
SPLCIAL OFFER AN TWILE  LINEN-FINISH
SHELTING, well woven, pure finish. Let us
have your arder carly. Per yard— .
hdin, 2711 G63in. 3/6  72in, 4/3 _ 80in. 4/®
PILLOVW  CASES, hemstitched, ‘embroldered,
frifled, with cmibreldercd corners; others with
hemstitehecd frills., Really exce]lent value at
their usual price of 5/11 each. *
Special Price !/ll
DBEMARKABLE OTFIER IN TERRY FACR
TOWELS—
Size 22 x 24, White—
1/41 1/6 1/9 2/ and 32/11 esch
Size 20 x 40, Coloured—
/7% 1/9 2/= 2/3 and 2/9 essh

Beath’s Drapers and Linen Spemahsts, Chrlstchurch
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at our Branch House in- RIDDIFORD ST
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