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NEW CATHOLIC SCHOOL, PAHIATUA
; Ihe,.peiemouial j|.opening Jof , the newly erectedIhe ceremonial opening of the newly erectedCatholic school at .Pahiatua took place recently in the
presence of a large gathering?l’-' Mr. 11. McSherry, as
chairman of the school committee, in Introducing on
the occasion- Archbishop O’Shea1 to - the assembly, ex-
pressed appreciation of the presence of his ; Grace that
day and also,of Monsignor McKenna and Father Kim-bell. Mr. : McSherry explained that the new school
building was designed and built as a memorial toDean McKenna band a tribute to his 25 years offaithful service amongst them.. ; When the' erectionof the building was firstT contemplated (said thespeaker) there was some hesitation on the part of thecommittee about commencing the work, owing to thewax .and the difficulty anticipated in obtaining thenecessary, material for the successful carrying out ofthe work. As the tender , for the work received‘wasprohibitive, it was decided to employ day labor, andlargely owing’ to the services of their architect, Mr.d ‘ -P' Wilson, the erection of‘the building had beencarried out for £6OO or £7OO lower than the tenderlor the contract. That alone was a matter for con-gratulation. They were (said Mr. McSherry) indebtedvery much to Mr, Wilson, for he had relieved theresponsibility of the committee very much and hadhimself supervised the delivery of the material andJiad been responsible for the whole work. They wereall deeply .grateful to him for his excellent services.Another’satisfactory feature of the school (said Mr.llcSherry) was that - they would have enough moneyto pay for the building, so that when the children wentto tne school it would be free of debt. (Hear, hear.)Ihat,was cause for congratulation to the Catholics of
tvtV V WU ! I 11,e exception of .£l2O from theMcCarthy trust the whole of the money had beensubscribed by the . Catholic people themselves. (Hearhear.) Mr. McSherry concluded by expressing appre-ciation ,o t e presence of his Grace on such an aus-picious occasion. ' ,
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His Grace Archbishop O’Shea expressed his «reatpleasure m being present to bless and dedicate theschool which, under the able direction and guidance.of then pastor, Dean. McKenna, they had so gener-ic ly erected. That was another evidence of the in-
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lohc education- I t was too, a tributeto the faithful labors of Dean McKenna for so manyyeais that their noble building had been erected, and
that day

ded 38 & Cat Privile e to be present there
Right Rev. Mgr. McKenna, in expressing hispleasure at being present to take part in the proceed-gSlV^nt
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at ifc Was 32 years' since he cameto the district, and when he recalled these days andrealised the progress made by the Church, they de-served every congratulation. In this connection hethlclf£M
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k °f Father Halpin, and to

in t.hn!! slrS'5IrS ' Smf ey ’ Whose hosP italßy to the priestimthose days could never be forgotten. Then as thework proceeded the presbytery* was built by the gene-rosity of the parishioners of the district in the samemanner as the school now erected had been built Therewas also, the; convent with the; Sisters as teachers intheir school to impart religious - education. Theseevents were a sign of progress, and. the ..present schoolwas indeed a credit to the district. It was (said thespeaker) a noble , building, and he warmly congratu-lated the people on their achievement,
Very ■ Rev Dean/-McKenna then addressed thegathering and expressed his pride at having such aschool, where : secular . and religious knowledge - couldbe imparted. He congratulated the people of Pa-hiatua, who had assisted so generously towards theerection of the school, which' would prove a blessingto the children who would be educated there. Com-

meriting "on the statement ‘

made by Mr. ’ McSherrythat all the money had been contributed by Catholics,he mentioned that a sale of work had been held! to-wards which ' both ?Catholics and non-Catholics had•contributed. That had realised £2OO, and he thankedboth. No appeal had i been made to non-Catholics
in connection with the erection of the building butthe help rendered by the non-Catholics and-the kind-ness extended to him during the past 25 years he wouldneYei- . forget. They also owed a debt of gratitudeto Mi J. D Wilson for his continued watchfulnessduring the whole erection of the building.

Address by Archbishop O’Shea.
Addressing the great gathering (says the Pa-htatiia Herald) his Grace Archbishop O’Shea said theposition taken up by the Catholic Church with regardto education had been put before the public on manyoccasions, but it was so consistently ignored by polb
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That meant ttt'thenou-Catholic parents of Die Dominion were havingieu children much more cheaply educated at the ex?pease of the Catholic body. "Is this fair? Is it hist?”asked the Archbishop. « it just
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'vi Parents Wh o ontributedlthe.money. , It .had been said that in maintaining- theirown system of Catholic schools they were not prSrltPand were not serving the best interests of their conn-’On the'.contrary (continued the Archbishop),the duty of . the; Church makes it incumbent upon thb&to promote the advancement of their country. ®what foundation did the welfare ■of any country
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