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" THE POWER OF THE MASS

e

In the course of a sermon at the mission conducted
recently by the Marist Fathers at St. Joseph's Church,
Buckle Street, Wellington, Father Ainsworth said that
the life of almost every priest~was full of incidents,
and he proceeded to velate an incident of his early
days in the priesthood to illustrate the subject of his
“sermon—the Mass. e was attached (he said) to the
parish of Te Aro, which in those days iucluded Bt.
Mary’s, St. Joseph’s, and St. Aunne's. The greater
part of his duties was In the care of seuls In the
Wellington ITospital.

One day he proceeded from the presbytery on his
hicycle to pay a visit to a parishioner in Newtowu.
He cytled along, and suddenly found himself at the
Hospital., He thought to himself that he must have
been dreaming, as he had no intention of visiting the
Hospital, but as he had reached there it occurred to
him that he might as well take an opportunity of
seeing the secretary on a matter he desived to discuss
with him. He went to the secretary’s office, but found
that offieial ocut, which was most unusual. On inquir-
ing as to the secretary’s whereabouts, he was directed
to one of the wards. While there lie saw a case being
brought in. Going cver to investigate., he found the
patient was past huwman aid, and so he determined to
stay in case the man was a Catholic and desired the
consolations of our holy religion in his last moments.
When the patient was placed in the ward Father Ains-
waortlh weunt over to the bedside and found he bore a
name which was unmistakably Catholie, but the card
over his bed indicated that he professed ne religion.
One of the rules of the hospital is that no clergyman
is to approach s patient other than of his own deno-
mination, on rveligicus matters. Tecorded as having
no religion, therefore, the priest, entertaining a wus-
picien that the patient was a Catholic, spoke to the
mau, but received a very hostile reception. The priest's
presence seemed to Irritate the man, and he pave ex-
pression to some of the vilest Tanguage it was possible
for a man to use. DPersevering, however, the priest
at last got the man into a more reasonable frame of
mind, and he admitted that he was breught up a
Catholie but had given up the practice of his religion.
The poor fellow was filled with despair, but after mueh
exhortation, he at last consented to make hix confes-
sion.  Father Ainsworth immediately left to procure
the essentials, and arrived In time to administer the
last Sacraments.

o Reflecting on the remarkable manner in which this
man was converted, the priest asked him whether he
had continued some practice of his hely religion. The
man replied that he had not practised his religion for
vears. He then vequested Father Ainsworth o take
charge of a letter which he had received a few days
hefore from his aged mother In Treland, and to ac-
quaint her of liz death, The letter was from an
anxious mother who hoped her son was regular in the
performance of his religious duties. She had had (she
wrote) the Foly Sacvifice of the Mass offered up for
him that he would not die without God's priest to
administer the last Sacraments, and to die a happy
death. The eud came, the pfenitent dyving with the
priest halding lis hand.

Father Ainsworth wrote to the mother in Ire--

land conveying the mews of her son’s death, and in-
formed her that owing to the IHoly Sacrifice of the
Mass offered wp for his happy death, he had
died fortified hy all the rites of Holy Church.
People might say that this episode of his (the speaker’s)
life was a coincidence, but his deviation unconsciously
from the road he sei out for, and subsequent happen-
ings at the hospital, were something more than a coin-
cidence. It was undoubtedly the puiding hand of
Divine Providence in response to the wother’s offer

‘of the Holy -Séb'ri'ﬁﬁé';i'n"faf' away Iraland for ‘the

spiritual welfare of her son. <~
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PRESIDENT WILSON ON IRELAND.

Tn a book wrilten by President Wilson 30 years
ago, when he was a young man (says the (atholic
Fressy, there are some very sapient sentences on the
relation of mincikies and of najorities to the law,
together with a very poiuted reference to the misgov-
ernment. ol Treland as an example of the truth of his
sayings on this subject. Tn view of the President’s
uniglle position as the personage capable of exereising
in the Peace Couference imore potent influence than
any other member of it upon questions invelving the
fate of small nations, it is only right, in the highest
interests of Ireland and ol international justice, that
bis remarks upon the iniquity of the system under
which Treland is denied freedom should be given the
widest publicity.  Mr. Wilson wrote:— “The power of
the community™ must suppert law or the law wmust be
without effect.  The bayvonets of a mwinority cannot
long successfully seel out the persistent disobediences
of the majority. The majerity must aequiesce or the
law must be nudl.  This prineiple is strikingly illus-
trated,”” coutinued the future President, “‘in the in-
eliciency of the English repressive laws in Ireland.
The consent of the Trish conimunity is not hehind them,
thongh the stvength of Eugland ix, and they fail
utterly, as all laws must which lack at least the passive
acquiescence of those whom they concern.’””  These
weighty words are reproduced from the President’a
learned awd cogently reasoned book, The State Kle-
menls of [listorical and Practical Polities, written in
1880, when he was Professor of Jurisprudence and
Polities in Princeton University,

Trelimd will be intensely auxious to know whether
President Wilsen adlieres to the principle enunciated
in his younger days when lie referred so scathingly
to the seandal of Dritish nisrule of Treland, and whe-
ther he will stand wp for i1 at the Teace Conference.
This principle in veluiion to Treland applies with the
same foree as when laid down by the President three
decades apo- indeed, with infinitely greater force now
in view of the refivement of Prussianism marking the
coervive aetivities of the mibitary regime in that coun-
try.  Li#fers sesipfor wenel, Ti Treland should fail to
secure the right of eelf-determination by wmeans of the
Peace Confercnce, histary will judge Tresident Wil-
sou's record in connection with her fate by the stan-
dard of vight which e proclaimed in the exiracts taken
from his bhook.

AN APPRECTATION OF CARDINAL MERCIER.
—d

Exchange of international vivits may be expected
to be much the fad in the coming months (says the
Lost Despateh of St Tonig, U.8.A), No matter how
great the number of {hese exchanges and no matter
how conspicuows the other personages participating
in thew, American interesl in one anneunced for some
indefinite date in 1919 cannot be dulled. This is a
visit. by Cardinal Mercier of Relgium., He did not
direct armies like Foch. Ile was denied the privilege
of freely expressing, like Wilson, the great principles
of right aud justice involved in the conflict. The
oppressors of his country knew how dangerous would
be the use of that privilege. Dut, virtually mute,
deprived- of means of resistance, he radiated wmoral
influence, issued conunands that were none the less
obeyed because unheard, exercised the potent leader-
ship which the imponderables exercise, assumed com-
mand over souls.
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CLINCHER CYCLES are guaranteed six, nize, twelve
and fifteen months.  If your dealer is out of stock, try
the next Cycle Shop, ——— =

© HOAR & PERMAIN

i MASTERTON and CARTERTON

Buisiness 'Phone No. 11.. Private. House’ "Phonie 918
£ ©7 7 (Established 1889), - o
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CABINETMAKERS, COMPLETE HOUSE
FURNIBSHERS & UNDERTAKERS,

A large amount of Bedding and Furmiture of _every

*.. - description alwaye on Stock.
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