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The influenza epidemic is payivg a ‘‘return visit”
to Ireland. It is stated in the newspapers that the
disease is less virnlent but more contagious than on the
occasion of its previous visit. Drastic steps have been
taken in several of the cities to prevent its spread., In
some cases 1t has been made a notifiale disease for a
peried of six months.

A White Paper issued by the British Ilome Office -

shows the coal yield of Lreland in 1917 was 95,646 tons,
of which quantily 80,30] tons were anthracite, mined in
Kilkenny, Queen’s Co.., and Tipperavy. The value was
£87.164. Tron ore was produced in Antrim {o the ex-
tent of 54,833 tons, and in Slige 16 tons of zime ore
from which & tons of zine were produced by smelter.

The announcement that the lavger liners of the
Cunard aud White Star Companies are no longer to
call at Queenstown has caused little surprise, but a
gond deal of indignation, in Ireland. The new port s
to be southampton, where the mails will in future be
landed.  Before the war the Cipard Company received
a lavee subsidy fram the Government, and were conm-
pelled by the terins of thelr agreement Lo call mta Clork
Tarbar.

The French ©Uredx de Guerre™ has been contorred
on Mise Devothen Davnt, o Kilcasean, Co. Lovk. The
Freuch and American headguarters i Davis, where she
ware very popular in connectien with her dulivs with
the VLA D . vied with eachi other in eclebratine the
event by holding [estivities in her hovor, and treating
her as the heroine she had proved herself. Mis Dauni
comtes from a weil-known patriotie Tamily. hey grand-
father, O'Neill Lhant, having been zecretary to Dantel
O Connell, and a woll-known -ilr‘!n';\lvr.
ral hooks on Treland awd Irish affairs.

My John G Connor Power, a notable figure in Trizh
politics 40 vears ago, has just passed awav, i London.
During the great obstruction seenes in the Dritish Par-
lianent in 1881 he was clovely assovtated with Parnell
and Digear, aud was one of (hose suspeuded after the
great seenes arwang out ol the arrest of Davitt. Tn 1884,
mr consequence of differences between himsell and the
leading members of the Trish Party, lie dvopped out of
Irish pelities. Before jolning the Constitutional Party
Mr O'Counor Power was a prominent Fenian, and was
connected with the raid on Chester Castle. lle was oue
of the finest speakers in the llouse of Commons.

The Zeily News special correspondent i Dublin
says that a group of asspeiated companies 1s being formed
to carry through an ambitious scheme for the develop-
ment of Irish mineral resources. The total capital is to
be about £4,000,000, and all the money is in sight in
Ireland or across the Atlantic, Promiuent Trish peevs
and bursiness nmen are backing up the venture, and liel-
fast iy playing a leading part in the scheme. TL s pro-
posed: (1) To de\elop the water-power of the Erne,
Shannon, Corrib, and Lower Banwn; (2) the coal and
iron fields of Arigna; (3) the coal areas of Carlow, Kil-
kenny, and Tipperary, and the iren and manganese
deposits of Wicklow ; and (4) the gypsum deposits and
antimony and lead mines of Monaghan and Armagh.

The Irish Tndependent states that amongst the
callers on Mr, Sean T. O'Kelly, the Sinn Fein delegate
in Paris, were the representatives of sonie of the old
Franco-Trish noble families, who extended to him a cor-
dial welcome. At the same time he had letters from
Irish residents in all parts of France wishing him suc-
cess as representative of the Provisional Irish Govern-
ment. Mr O’Kelly's demand for Irish representation
ab the Peace Conference 13 now being published in the
principal French provincial newspapers. Some of these
organs lay emphasis on the demand thab the British
m1hta.ry garrison should be removed from Ireland. It
is stated that Mr. George Creel, head of the American
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Press Bureau, who lately visited Ireland, is reporting
in faver of the Siun Fein demands,

Mr. H. Boland, hon. sec. of the Sinn Fein Execu-
tive, in an interview, refers to bogns interviews, letters,
and reports 1errard1no- Mr. De Valera as portmn of the
British, propaga.uda, to defame Treland. One of these
reports was obviously intended to convey the impression
that Sinn Fein was a kind of ‘‘Black Hand” business
with mystic signs, passwords, and cypher messages. Most
of the interviews with Mr. O'Kelly in Paris which ap-
peared in the English press were ‘‘stories’” written for
British consumption, The most ridiculous of these was

‘that Trish girls were brought over to flirt with English

soldiers, in order to facilitate De Valera’s escape. No

Irishman would submit an Irish gir] to such a humilia-

tion,

ENGLISIE GOVERNMENT IN IRELAND: THE
IRISH BISHOPS SPEAK. .

Aost of the Irish bishops in their Lenten pastorals
deal with the attempt to deny Irveland her rights of
nationhood, and some allude in strong terms to the
hypoerisy, tyrauny, and Prussianism of the methods
emploved to keep her in subjection. We quote a few
preguant lines ivom some of the pastorals: —

“Wherever we turn our eves, instead of freedowm
and justice, we are confronted by a militarism of the
most up-to-date Prussian type, that makes its baneful
influcnee felt in periodic ukases fettering the liberty of
the sulject, and in inhuman sontences inflicted ~ for
duinzs in themnselves harmless which have hitherto been
faversd aud fostered by a (reedom-loving people. In
theory, the comsent of the governed is recognised as the
only equitahle basis on which just government can rest;
but in praciice. thongh this principle may apply to
every other nation under the sun, black and white, Jew
ad Gentite, Treland Is to be debarred from a gift
that is proffered even to the uncivilised heathen.’’—
Mozt Hev, Dr. Mellugh, Bishop of Derry X

“We yejoice that to-day Ireland stands knocking
al the gates of Lilerty, not as a beggar, but as a nation,
old in eemturies, young in her manhood, strong in the
justice of her claims, and calm in the Divine Lope that
trutl must prevail in the end.”’—2Xost Rev. Dr. Gil-
nartin, Archivishop of Tuam.

“lieland demands to be a free and independent

nation, aud all nations except England acknowledge the

justice of the elaim.  Our rulers dare not any longer
ho'd us iju chains.'——Aost Rev. Dr, IHoare, Bishop of
Arvdach and Cloumacnoise,

“When all the world is talking of freedgm, Ire-
land, which las not had one year’s peace silge greed
and plunder brought a [oreign Power amongst us 700
vears ago, is being tortured and harassed by that alien
rule 1o a point of exasperation which has become almost
unbearable, In their insane attemnts to extinguish the
anquenchable fire of patriotism, they have given wus
martial law for government and turned our country inte
a prison. And while they thus trample on Ireland
at liowme, they sit amougst the naticns in a Peace Con-
ference demaunding self-determinetion as a sacred right
for all peeples—even for the colored races. We pro-
test acniust this shameless hypoerisy.”’—Most Rev. Dr.
l‘o'mtt\, Bishop of Killaloe.

“‘The country is held as in a vice, in the grip of a
militarism worse than anything resembling that Con-
tinental brand, te end which so much blood and trea-
sure were lavished. Almost daily we read of youths
being arraigued before courts-martial or special courts
and senteuced o long terms of severe imprisonment on
trifling charges, sometimes nothing more serious than
to have been discovered eyeling in some kind of organ-
ised order to a football match. and to have given such
proof of high military organisation as to be -able to
dismeunt, at a given signal, without serious risk of
collision and broken bones.”’—Most Rev. Dr. McKenna,
Bishop of Clogher.
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