TrURsDAY, May 22, 1919.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET

A ONE ACT COMEDY-TRAGEDY
(Frem the Brooklyn, U.S.A. Lublct.)

Plaec—10 Lowning Street, Lindou.

Time—ALloyd Georye and drthue Bolfour carpeeled
Iwrm: f:um the Peaee Conference on « visit.
areds Curzon and Miuer seated ot table.

Lord Curzon—Well, Milner, T can havdly wait
until Arthur and David arrive. I am most anyious
to know how they succeeded so well.

Lord Milner—My anxiety is also greatf. I do
wonder how our success has beeu so remarkable. My
Lord, please read that cablegram from Arthur again,
Curzon (reads)—'We put it all over the Ameri-

Will be home at once.”’-—Signed B.
Milner—So we put it all over the Auwericans.
Are you sure that that street language means we out-
classed or cut-manceuvred them?

Curzon—Most assuredly. Balfour ix so clever
he uot only defeats those “outsiders”
only language to announce the victory.

Milver (laughinm)—Welt the gentleman beats the

cans.

that
but he uses thewr

“gutsider’” every time.  This 1s almest Loo cood Lo be
true.

(Futer Arthur Bolfour awd figeid Llepd oo
erm o oarm o sacling ol arerl)

Carzon Hadl the conguerors!

Miluer (laughing)- So vou put it all over the
Americans? Do tell us about 1t

Lloyd George—My Lords, you flatter us. Avthur
deserves atl the credit: Tet him tell how we Jdid 1t

Arthur Balfour—Really, gentlemen. voir hanor

me: but David is the Premier and he should have
the glory of telling how we vanguished them.

George—U=ing Avthinr's tonie. the King <hould
know a great deat about the Peace Treaty, but 1 oreally
doubt il he kunows the war is at an end vel. T pray,
Arthur, veu tell the Lords about the Leasne of N
tions and all thal olher studl

Balfeur (smilingd—-1 am o goed sehdier and will
obey ovders. 1t is reallv a delicht G tell vou how
we put it all over the Amercans. You see the Yanks
demanded a l.earue of Nations, so alter a great deal
of deliberation we agreed. Under the Consztitution of

the League America wili do our police work in Arabia
and several other countries : she will put up the as=ets
and we the liabiiitics. and 1 care of forelgn dizorder
she will have to lelp suppress it, whetoer it be in Tre-
land or any other place. Of course you knew we only

have five votes in the Leagne while the others have
one. It was quite hard for the President to “‘win
us over,”’ but he succeeded. {(General laughier)

Geotr'e (lavghing}—O0r, in other words,
League and all the others ave the nations.

Culzou (laughing)—>My word, as far as the Amern
caps are concerned it’'s a League of Nolions.

fFater Lovd Derby, urectings. )

Lord Derby—Well, Avthur, T hear you put it @l
over the Americans.

Balfour—You highly compliment me.
vesident acted theve,

Balfour—The President 1s a charming man. Ruather
bookish, but most interesting. Unlike uearly all Ame-
ricans, he is not boresome. .

George—He 1s most polished. ITe adores beauti-
ful words. Nearly all day he speaks about demorracy
and humanity. This disturbed Arthur at first, but he
soon saw the terms were meaningless.

Derby—But how about his Fourteen Toints?

George (laughing)—You answer him, Arthur: it's
too rich.

Balfour—Really, a submarine must have snnk thaso
points on the way over. Self-determination, uo anuexa-
tions, no mdemnities, no secret treaties, opeun covenanls,
rule of the people, freedom of the seas, disarmament,
and—well, I don’t remember if there were any others.

Derby—By Jove, if a submarine sank them it must
have been a British one.

) George—My lords, if there were any other points,
you may be sure Arthur disfigured them while the Pre-

we are the

sident was talking about democracy and humamty

Milner—My word, this is & grafd, .occagion
think that we got America to win the war for, us
now they will plot,ect. all our possessions. - Gettmg bﬁe s
cremy to fight your battles and then to ma.ke him ;pxo-
tect the spoll% for you is no mean -achievement. Artﬁug‘,
you are 40 be congratulated. It wag the _mdst: clgvgr
act of your clever life. '

George (laughing)—Don’t say that. The cleverest
thing in his life was the day he stood at Georgg W, iﬁ-
mvton s tomb in Ameriéa without even smiling.

Curzon—We'll never forget the day we heard tha.t
news : really, it was richer than anything one could hear
at a music hall,

Balfour—And, T actually stood there w1th my
hat off. (General laucrhtm Y

Milner—1 powltwely believed when Arthur had
those dull Trishmen gaoled, and spread the pro-German
plot, it was veally the cleverest thing he ever did, My
word, but——

(L uter Lord Lonsdowie.
Lord Lansdowne—Arthur, T hear you put it all
the Americans, 1low did everything go?

Balfour (smiling)—Everylhing went bully. )
Lord Lansdowne—DRefore you go any further, dJo
tell e, did the President mention Ireland?

Balfour—Na, not even once,

Lansdowne-—Thank goodness, then my estates in
Kerry will be zate.  You gentlemen must spend a few
days there with me in the summer.

Derby—Do you think the President is apt to do
anvihing in the futnre for Iveland?

Ballowr- (lardly,  ile mentioned it privately to
me once. bt T otold him ahont internal guestions and
some other things like that, so T think everything will
bhaall richt. Yeu see-——

Clter Sie Elaward Shertt. Ureeefings.)

Fdward shertt—Aye, Arthur, T hear you threw it
all over the Americans. It was real clever of you, don't
vorr koo,

(frectings.)

OVEr

Convue -

thes

Before vou go- any further, tell us how
degenerate Fnglishmen are behaving in Ireland.

Shortt - Avye, biat the situation iz quite devilish.
Yeu seo the =inn Feiners—

Georve-—Dou’t meution those ugly Irishmen by
name i omakes me feel indisposed.

shorit-—1ilave your own way, sir, but a forest fire
of agllation is sweeping America. Meetings, legisla-
tures. and resolutions are demanding Ireland’s freedom,

Curzon—Tt's all the King's fault. T knew when he
spuke of demorraey and small nations that those dulI
Yanks would think we were serious,

George—-T lzrdly kuow what we can do now. You
see. we used up most of our ammunition. We worked
the religious question, the pro-German plot, Trishmen
being divided, and the Trish being Bolsheviks, Really. )
mast ol vur wmusie has been )Jlayod Last vear we qpenl‘,
nine million dollars en our 4000 agenls in the Sta.tem
Tt is very puzziing.

Lansdowne—Couldn’t  we have Rdward Carson
write =ome move editarials for the New York papers?

Baifour--You need not worrv. 1 have arranged
evorvthing,  Under the League of Nations America will
forfeit several of her rights,. Shortly after the treaty is
sivnied the Yanks will realise that they have lest their
freedom.  Then they will have to start to agitate their

own self-determination, and wou't have time for Irei
1
land.

Shertt—2>y word, bhut Arthur is a wonder, and to
{hink that the Presideut——

Graud chorus—
For he's a jolly good fellow,
Jer he's a jolly good fellow,

For he’s a jolly goed fellow,
Which. none of us will deny.

Be not discouraged by thy past, but know thaf‘
whatever it has been, the best may still be bhme——
Archbishop Spaldmg i
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