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POULTRY NOTES-

o

(By Mr, G. H., Aunrer, Christchurch.)

WORK FOR MAY.

This is the wmonth of chilly and damp wornings.
The leaves, especially in the South Island, are rapidly
falling, andrthese, if sathered dry, come in for a variety
of purposes. But they should be used under cover,
if ab «ll, as they soou damp aud rot. Dry ashes are a
good thing for the bottow of poultry houses, and straw
is preferable to hay: it lets the dveppings geo thro}lgh
more readily, aud keeps clean longer tl;zm_ hay. th
poultry keeper should be serious!y. th;‘nkmg by the
end of this wmenth of mating up his bivds,  Even if
eggs are not wanted until well tnfo July_it s«zmetlmes
happens that despite all care some birds in the harem
will not agree, and others have to be introduced and
viven time to settle down. Therefore it is not well~to
defer wmating later than the eud of this menth. With
all enlls eleaned out and stock birds mated, the bulk
al the season’s work = practieally over, Just the or-
dinary reutine work has to be gone through daily.
Bisds should now he fed very discreetly, m'(’nl'(llll,;" o
the state ol the weather, and on as ll;lrlélllt‘i‘(f7}1'5({1{)1].‘\'
ae possible, Most of the adult birds will be “I(.‘H l]‘}i'Oll.;:h
the yuoult by the middle of this moenth, A hberal diet
with wood green feed will soon bring them on to 1;1.\'.‘
Maize or Tndian weal must ot be used too l'l'[:L'])'.‘ ‘H
the weather be cold and raw 1L have found it br‘nvh_wml
to boil the coru.  The sofi fuod, teo. is betfer boiled
inte a =trong porridae and dried off with pollard. Ou
verv cold davs cive Tood more Plentifully. and \.\'lUl-
hold it on mitd davs,  [solate any bourht bivds in_r &
while tHI voi are sure they have brousht no ini'a_‘(-tlon.
At ihix tie of the vear it 3s o wncommon thing {o
see hivds almesl se Fad as they can he with voup ov
diphtheric voup. with liealthy birds on each si({f‘. There-
fore izclate all fresh birds for a Tew days, as the_d:nn-
age 1= often done hefore it s poticed. TL_ s wise {o
add a small gquantity of pure sulphale of iron to ﬂle
drinking saler. I the eruder form, as green vitriol,
it cau be porehaced very cheaply, but the purified
form can be obtained at anv chemist’s at a l‘emmmh‘].e
figure. and 1t is not necessary to use tu‘o mugh of 1t.
Tt will mast cerfainiy assist eany moulting birds and
also wo far asx 4 prevenfative of voup. It iﬂt should by
any means be desivable {hat (he faying of pullets be
refarded. move them shout continually from run to
run so that their growth for the time being may not
e stopped.  Allow the birds that ave to be used Hi
the breeding pens to have the Lest and most shel’te]'m
vuns #o that, with fairly open weather, there will _be
a prospect of the hirds laying well when June sets iu.
So far ax the breeding pens are eoncerned, do not feed
on too stimulating a diet, but wait Nature's QWL COUrse |
for the forcing of egus in the breeding pen will pl‘Ole"U
dead in shell, cripples. and unfertiles more than any-
thing else. Do not aflow the male bird to have t;m
many birds to start with. [Talf 2 dozen hens will }m
quite sufficient. Of course wmuch depends upon the
condition of the stock generally. The breeder '\\'l}l,.
however, soon find out how things are going. Do not
use any late hatched birds, but only those fully ma-
tured and from the earlier hatches, and if it can be
avoided do not use birds of the same age togetler.
Let there be some two-year-old stock on one side or
the other. U .
hen that lays is the hen that pays. This is true if she
fays in the required season or when eggs are at a
premium. Most poultry keepers can get eggs in ‘tne
spring and summer, this betng the natural laying aeaé
sons. To make poulhry-k.eepmg a suecess we must ;:le
eggs in winter, Eggs will never again retuwrn to tlz
price of a few years ago, when it was possible to ge
them for 9d and 10 a dozen. Fowl feed is much dearer
and the owners of fowls (those who are progressive)
prove that. it pays better to preserve .11ew-1a1d egeos
when they are cheap and plentiful and dispose of them
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This will prove the most successful  The-

drops off, so that it will be seen that winter eggs are
best. There are many ways of preserving eggs. Space
will not allow me to give the many descriptive methods.
The most popular, and in my cpinion both the best
aud easiest, is that of waterglass or other liquid pre-
servatives, put on the market by several firms, To
return to the winter egg. To secure these much de-
pends upon when you hatch your prospective layers.
If it were possible to take a census of the opinion of
the many poultry keepers in New Zealand it would
result in widely divergent views as to how to obtain
and how to retain the winter-laying powers of the
average hen. In these days of high fecundity when
the hen can be bred to lay some 320 eggs in twelve
months—as the one in the New Zealand Utility Club’s
layig competition has done,—many would think the
problem was solved. This is net so, as many would
favor hens, others pullety, some sitters, and some non-
sitters.  Others would pin their faith to a certain strain
breed, or variety. No matter which method is adopted,
1 would remind my readers that it is absolutely impos-
sible Lo make up for lost time in the hatching and
vrearing of your fuinre layers. The non-sitting breeds
s a xule develop and mature more rapidly than the
sitting varicties, and so need not be halched so early,
[T sitters are hatcbed out in August or early Septem-
ber they should, if properly fed and cared for, be in
goad laying trim when the bad weather sets in, say by
May. Yet with the light breeds September or October
will be quite «oou enough.  Some puliets ars so precocious
as {u lay at four and a hall te five months’ old. T would
never advise any poultry keeper to force his birds by
too liberal feeding or the uses of tonics and spices, as
a fowl shonld be fully watured and developed previous
Lo laving, otherwice they do not make the best of breed-
Ing stock, eapable of transmittmg prolific laying power,
Most penliry keepers, judging from their conversation,
appear to underdtanyd the general management of poul-
try kespine.  Yet un fortunately, in practice it is either
forgotten or neglected.  As I have repeatedly pointed
ent. it ix details that count for much in the general
mawagement of poultry.  There is no need to co to
the expense of building elalorate or expensive houses.
They must, however, be built so as to be easily and
thoronghly eleansed.  Makeshift houses are uscless.
They should be damp-proof and draught-proof. Fresh
air {0 fowls, as to human beings, is life, whereas
draughts spell disaster.  How often do we see tumble-
down sbelters, doorless and windowless. 1 have one
of such in my mind not far away from my own place,
A glaring example of the many farmsteads both in New
Zealand and the Old Country, too. Farmers are the
bigaest ofenders in this respect, and think anything
wifl do for the old hens. Fortunately for most of them
the birds are cross-breds and seem to e hardy encugh
to remain healthy under sueh conditions, Thanks to
the advire given in the varions papers in the Pominion
who devate space Lo peultry matters farmers are begin-
ning to realise that after all there is money in poultry,
and that dirty, stuffy pens with neither ventilation nor
light are not consistent with success. Tf you neglect
yonr poultry they in return will negleet to lay. Ample
evidence can be given that where fowls are kept under
favorable eonditions, such as the covered run or scratch-
ing-shed system, they can and dolay well in winter. En-
vironment counts for much in poultry keeping. 1 will
deal witlr this subject later.

CLINCITER CYCLE TYRES make Cycling a pleasurs
and are puaranteed six, nine, twelve, and ffteen
months. —-HHAYWARD BROS, & CO., LTD., Cunist-
curcH, Wholesale Distributors for New Zealand,
s e |

THE MOST OBSTINATE

Corn must quickly yield to BAXTER'S RUBY CORN
CURE. Once this remedy is applied there is no escape
for the corn—it must give in. Price, 1/-, post free,
from Baxter’s Pharmacy, Theatrs Buildings, Timsru.

“MOLLY O'MOORE” is the

-y

loveliest Irish Love Song ever written,

Molly 0'Moore

Oan be bad st all Mugio Stores or direct from o pusiishers:
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