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CONDITIONS OF LABOR IN THE CI.\TZL-IOLIC
MIDDLIE AGES,

When people vead so much about (he eigh-hours
working day, they are inclined Lo aseribe the wnove-
nent to socialislic or anarchistiv influences (says the
Catholic |atchmen of Madras). They forget the
working-man is trying earnestly to return at least in
some respects to the conditions of labor that prevailed
in the Catholic Middle Ages, Tf their methods are
ot nmuch in accordance with the order-loving Catholic
Church, yet their objects have Lhe full sanction of the
great Pope of the laborers, T.eo XITIE,

The lubover of the Middle Ages lived in entirely
different. circumstances. There were no great factories,
there was hardly a ¢uestion of compelition, and there
was 10 work done by artificial light.  1lis work lasted
as long ax there was daylicht and varied considerubly
in accordance with the season.  In the short winter
days he would work ne wore {han eieht hours, whilst
in the long summer days e worked sametimes donble
that time.  Yel on an averave he worked but 2852
hours a year whil<t a wmodern workman, laboring for
ten Lours a diey. works 3000 howrs a year,

The reason ix that the Middle Age workman oh-
served all the Catbiolie festivads, 1 {liose diys Tae mape
vnerows than at present, amonnting vearly o 110
frec days. Thoneh his working day was often b, el
there was nol the nervous strain of the present v,
atted he was not anerely part of a machine bai an ietells
gent worker. woud his averace of working-hours darinys
the vear wias considerably osmadler than that of oar
worlers. Even the free .“-';'n:n'(l:l_\' adternonn whieh they
arve clamorving For new is i velic of the olden davs when
the festival started with ficst Vespers on its vigil and
the Catholic workman was ziven dos opportunity to
attend the services and go 1o confession.

Again the Trade Unicux =0 pawerful al the pre-
sent dav are but a substitiate for the old cuwilds where
master and wan e anticabdy and where differences
were settled by the voiee of all juterested.  We lalk
about democracy . would Lo God we had the dentocraey
of the Midiile Acves when Catholie principles were ihe
foundation of lite in all 12 aspects. There ave noi
many =ocial students amone us- Jall CUT030 tracts are
l‘eild‘(‘.‘{{'(‘]){_ those belonging to the Social ..\'Ori_v»‘. With
the rvesult that Caibolics know little or nothing about
social questions and their history, and that they are
easily led to helicve that it 1+ democracy’™ that is
raline the warld without the Chureh, whilsd, ax a
matter of fact. afier (our ecenturies of Reformalion
people have lost their faith and then money, and
they canuot fnd anvihing beiler than Lo go baek to
the despized methods of the ('nl}m]i('_ Middle Ages.

Tay apostles <hould make it theiv deiv Lo stody
social guestions, for many a Catholic young man thinks
that the socin!l eculightenmment of the present day pre-
verts him frons l);-iu}_f a faithtul Catholie ;mr,l_ l}w
Ignorances by which we pernit souls Lo be lost iz <inful
Whatover voord there 1= in the present social movement
is based on Catholie prineiples: whatever evil there
v i i the sl heritage of the Reformation. L5 you
want {o talk and think sensibly aboul seeial matlers,
ther begin by veading the orad Boeyeliend of  Leo
X111, r)ln Hu}l(-unr[ilic:n of the working |)\‘()|)1<“ called
by ils first [)hr;s.mt fev Navaram s and your eyves \\"iH
e opened to the warvellous light shm]. there uIl.:-'[)f'l?l!
(uestions, and von will have to admit that, wl’i,hm.ll;
the Chuireh the world at large, aud 1he worker in
particular, will have no chance.

The memory of our purest and nablesk joys re-
mains with us like o fountain of perpetual youll. while
that of the wroung we havs dane is the enly pain w‘hich
follows wus  with unveleuling  persistence.—-Hritiivinis
Jrom Spaldivg. . ~

O Mother of God il T place my conlidence in thee,
I shall be saved : if T am wnder t'-ll}r pmtectign, '[_ have
nothing to fear : for the fact of heing thy client is the
possession of a certainty of salvation which God grants
onlv o tlhinen Tla means to _ca_\_re_T-,.qgﬂ‘ .f.r)b,n; Doamaseene.,

Gl ¥ W Lione iit means i

TRESH REGIMENT SAVES THE DAY.

The New York 1Wordd writes as follows of bhe. 69t
Begiment of New York (lrish), forming parl, of the
“Rainbow’” Division of the U.8, Army:—

Down at Camp Mills were a number of old Rain-
bow men who welcomed with cheers the place where
they got their intensive training. Because of the
guarautine vegulations they were not able to tallk to
relatives and Friends, but all were buoyautly cheerful.
The spivit. of all was put in the cestatic words of one:
CWo can elose our eyes and see a big strip of h—o,
bzt this is sure a little bit of heaven!” A combined
Inpression gained by those who were permitted to tall
to the rveturning warriors on the hoat emphasised the
vealisation that the *‘fighting Irish” or New York's
Old 69th are the feted heroes of Franee. No matler
where they swept into battle, whether brigaded with
the British or French, or fighting as a 100 per cent.
Anwerican unil, no matter what the odds against them,
they always gave the Gormans more than they could
handle.

Almost  single-handed , eye-witnesses  said, they
saved the day at the Baltle of Champague. They
fought in the Argonme and elsewhoere, Always (ho
seenie of their bravery was carpeted with German dead,
Their own Josses were appalling, ane non commissioned
aificer placing the casualtios, kilied, wounded, and mis-
T, afe 20080,

Privite Ray Davis, of Chieago, attaeched to e
Fwmous  149h Artillery, iold how the French chris-
Leited the Gth the *Green Devils,”  Te explained ;-
VAV Furnished the artillery support for the 69th. You
folls have eard o Lot of s huneh of New York Trish,
Bt 1 was there n the Champame- and T teli you
the Lieht Brivade had only a skirmish in comparison
with their task!  The Boches were sweeping forward,
and i seemed impossible o stop them. The French
Blue Devils were fighting in the liue. They retreated

ne disgrace 1o them —and said to the Ivish, ‘Come
iz You can’t stop them.” The 69th replied, ‘“Ta -
with the Germans: follow us!?

“They wtaved right there, and with the aid of
owe arbillery, Teld. and then swept back the German
hordes. The G9th was cut up, bub they exacted terrible
cost. I Tront of their posilions one could see nothing
but dead and dying men in the prey-green 1lun uni-
Fovrm."”

Corporal Walsh said he was standing near “Jim™
Mellerna, heioved major in the 69Lh, when the latler
ericd. Oy God I and collapsed.  When Walsh
veached b he was dead. a victim  to  shetl-shock,
Father Dully, ihe famous regimeutal chaplain, was
wounded xslighily in the Avgonne campaign.,  Walsh
sanl he dx veeuperating in a base hospital in Bordeanx.

CEIRNT WOMENY

WERLE IRISIL

Tl frest wonam to whom a prldic monument, wis
crected e Americn was CMarvgaret of Now Ovieans,”
who was Margaret, Honghery, nee Galfney, & native o
Freland. A statue connmemoerating this noble woman
stands wn a public square in the city of New Orleans,

The first wonman o Eght lor Awerican liberly,
and the fiest of her sex to receive a peunsion [rom the
Government for services in the War of the Revolution.
was au Irish woman, Margaret Cochran, the wife of
Jobu Corbin, a cannoneer in the Pennsylvania Artil-
fevy. At the sicge of Fort Westington on November
16, 1776, when her husband was killed at his post, she
instantly took his place, and Iry ler dextersus Tiandling
of the gun wrought death and destruction In the ranks
of the Hessians storming the fort.

The fivst female school teacher mentioned in Ame-
viean records was ‘‘the good Mistress Healy,” who
taught at Cambridge, in 1680. She was the wife of
“William [Tealy, Irvishman.” who located in that uni-
versity town as carly as 1664.
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