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other that in such a grave national erisis calmness and
prudence were no signs of cowardice or submission.

Never did a people more loyally follow the instruc-
tions of their leaders. In response to the advice of
their Bishops they sought strength and light from God
through her who had so often protected and consoled
their forefathers in the evil days of persecution, and
relying upon the justice of their cause, they calmly
awaited the beginning of the couflict without shrink-
ing. 1In face of such determined and united opposition
even Mr. Lloyd Geovge began to realise the magnitude
of his blunder. Instead of dividing Ireland, he had
united her; instead of making Irishmien slaves, he had
tanght them to speak and act as free men.

To frighten the people, he appointed the ex-leader
of the British Expeditionary Force as Military Die-
tator in Ireland, and when this did not succeed he had
recourse to new weapons. In the hope of breaking up
the unity of the country, and of depriving Ireland of
the sympathy of America, it was deemed necessary to
discover a *‘German Plot.”’ Though the ITead of the
English Government in Ireland declared from his place
in the House of Lords that Dublin Castle had no know-
ledge of such a plot, and though not a shred of in-
criminating evidence was produced, great numbers of
prominent Irishmen were seized and hurried across to
English gaols, wheve they remain till the present time
without charge and without trial. Martial law, domi-
ciliary wvisits by military and police, wholesale arvests,
courtsmartial, and imprisonments have lbeen the order
of the day since then, until one is inclined to ask wheve
is the constitution about which we have heard so many
boasts.

In face of such prelonged and wviclent provocation
the country has remained outwardly calm, but there
can be no doubt about the strength of the current that
flows beneath. Of this the eleciions of December
afforded the most convineing proof. The issne submit-
ted to the electors was intelligible te all.  Should the
principle of self-determination, as enunciated by the
President of the United State: and accepted by all the
belligerents, be applied to Tretand in the zame way as it
was to be applied to other oppressed nalionalities: or
should Treland throw herself on the merev of English
statesmen. The results of the elections supply the
verdict of the people.

IRISH HISTORY COMPETITIONS
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SUBJECTS FOR PAPERS.

1. For Junior Hcheol Children—
Relate in your own words the Story of Deirdre:;
OR

Descrilve the Battle of Clontarf.

N.B. The story must not contain more than 600

words.

2. For Senior Pupils— n

Did Pope Adrian IV. ssue a Dull autherising the

English King to undertake the conquest of Ire-

land ?

OR

Describe the Geolden Age of pre-Christian Ireland.

N.B. Essay limited to 1200 words.

The competitions are for children for whom the
New Zealand Tallet 1s read at school or at home.
Teachers are respectfully requested to get the pupils
to write the essays for them and to send to our office,
addressed to ‘“The Editor,” the three essuys in each
division which they judge to be maost meritoricus. Not
more than three shall be forwarded for each division
from any one school. TIndividual essays from children
who have not an opportunity of attending a Catholic
school will be considered. HEssays must be in the Fablet
Office by June 15.

‘Suitable book prizes will be posted to three chil-
dren.in each division whose essays are considered to Le
best, The winning essays will be dily published over
the names of the writers in the New Zealand Tablat.

THUE POPE AND THE WORKING CLASSES.,

One of the sure consequences of the various move-
ments now agitating the world will be the assertion 6f -
their power to a far greater extent, by the masses of -
the toilers (says the Londen (letholic Times). Hitherto
the work of government has heen carried on nearly
altogether by classes who because of their hirth and
their wealth assumed the right to rule. Henceforth
ne class or section of the people will hold a privileged
position.  The right to govern will be decided by cap-
acity, by merit, and the workers, the vast majority of
the citizens, will shape the destinies of natiens, This
mneans that nations are begiming to undergo profound
changes, social, industrial, political.  TTow will the
Churchi fare in the new world that is coming into
being ! The -Church’s work is the saving of souls,
and she can perform it successfully whatever the form

“of goverumeunt, but, needless to say, it is important

that all—the workers mo less than others—should
clearly nnderstand that her symypathies go out to those
who arve struggling for justice. Accordingly, when his
Holiness Benedict NV. the other day addressed words
of enccuragement to vepresentatives of Tabor, advised
them to study the Labor Encyelical for practical pur-
poses, and assurved them that his heart went out to
%hcae who organise unions and these who take part
in them, he gave to the Labor world a message which
cannot [ail to benefit the Church in the new conditions
that arve arising. It will stimulate Catholies every-
where to greater social activity and gain for them the
co-opervation of many who differ [rom them in creed.

A CARDINAT, AND SOCTALTSM.

Mr. (foorge Lansbury lLias been visiting Cologne.
Tu the last fssue of a Labor weekly journal, the Ferald,
he relates his impressions durving “the People’s Mass’’
in Cologne Cathedral, where the congregational sing-
ing by three or four thousand people was such as he
had unever heard before, and also during an interview
with the Avchbishop, Carvdinal von Tlartwmann, [Te
azked the Cardinal, to whose courtesy he pays a cor-
dial tribute, various guestions en pmblic matters, TTis
Loninence, cur readers will remember, was the firsg of
the signatories of the Joint Episcopal Pastoral con-
denmming Socialisin which we rvecently published (ways
the London 'thofie Timesy.  Mr. Tansbury enquired
if Catholics” could co-operate with Socialists, and the
Cardinal replicd that the Chureh could work with
them on a particular question or for a certain definite
object, {lie object being clearly defined. That is to
say, the Cardinal holds that Catholics ean co-operate
with them mnch in the same way as they can co-oper-
ate with Tories and Liberals, supporting such definite
parts of their policy as are in harmony with their own
views and not opposed to Catholie principles. As a
matter of fact, this is what the Centre or Catholic
party are now doing in Germany, and the result of
the co-operaticm is a series of democratic measures,
including the fixing of an eight-hour day Ffor workers,
the adoption of compulsory arbitration, and the confis-
cation of all profits made during the war.

If we make rveligion our business, God will make
15 our blessedness.—I1. G. J. Adam,

Do not grasp at the-stars, but do life’s plain
common work as it comes, certain that daily duties
and daily bread are the sweetest things of life.—Lord
Houghton.

THE MOST OBSTINATE

Corn mus$ quickly yield to BAXTER'S RUBY CORN
CURE. Once this remedy is applied there is no escaps
for the corn—it must give in... Price, 1/-, -post free,
from Baxter’s Pharmacy, Theatrs Buildings, Timaru.
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