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ite burial ground of Christian Rome, and in the num-
ber of saints, martyrs, and illustrious dead laid to
rest, and venerated in the underground galleries and
erypts that lie along its route, it presents an abvions
claim to the title, which has sometimes been given it,
of Queen of Christian Roads.

Time spares few things. Great empires wither
and fall. That of Rome was no exception to the
common lot.  Goth and Vandal swooped down in
their day on the city, sparing little in their advance.
The Christian cemeteries being all outside the city
walls, became unsafe in course of time, and it was con-
sidered advisalle in the ninth century to remove the
badies of the saints and illustrious dead from their
vesting-place  outside  the walls, where they had
been long honorved by the faithiul, to the safer refuge
aftorded by the churches and shrines within the shel-
tering city. )

For some time the places where the holy bodies of
the champions of the faith had reposed continued to
be visited and venerated by the devout. DBut gradually
the cemeteries became abandoned. The heavy hand
of time choked up the entrances to them and effaced
all visible traces of them, until the very memory of
them was forgotten and they became as if they had
never been, till accident brought them back to memory
and loving hearts faced ihe taxk of restoring them once
wore te the veneration they had enjoyed in happier
days. It was a proud day for John Baptist De Rossi,
and a memerable day in the history of the Catholic
Cbhurelt, when in 1852, after many years of patient
persevering toil he was able to open up the cemetery
of 8t Calistus beside the Appian Way, and lay bare
the crypt in whicl the sacred remains of the Popes
of the thivd century. many of them martyrs, once re-
posed---3t. Zepherinus, St, Pontianus. St. Antheros,
St. Fabian, 3t. Lucius, St. Stephen, St. Sixtus, St
Diony-ius, sSt. FEuatychianus. and St. Caius, together
with “the Iloly Confersors who came from Greece, as
well as vouths and bovs and old men and their chaste
offspring,” to use the words of an insceription set up
on the spot in later years hy Pope St. Damasus, the
devoutest of all the adwivers of the Christian ceme-
tevies ol Rowe.

The werk begun by De Rossi has never been
allowed 1o flag.  The greater part of the Christian
cemeteries have heen cieared of the refuse of cen-
turies and wade accessible to the publie, so that one
may now walk {reely through the dark and silent
streets of the dead, with feelings similar to those re-
carded by St. Jerome of himself uearly sixteen hun-
drecd yeavs age: “When T was heing educated at Rome
it was my cuztom on Sundays, accompanied by other
boys of my ewn age and tastes, to visit the tombs of
the Apostles and Martyrs, and to go down into the
crypts excavaled for them in the bowels of the earth.
The walls on either side as you euter are full of the
bodies of the dead, and the whole place 1s so dark
that one almost seems to see verified the words of the
prophet, ‘ Let them go down alive into ITades.” Iere
and there « little licht from overhead affords a mo-
mentary relief to the horror of the darkness; bubt as
you go forward, and find yourself again immersed in
the utter blackness of the night, the words of the poet
spring to your mind: ‘The very silence flls the soul
with dread.”

(To be concluded next week.)
e |

The design of Providence is a design of love, doubt
it not. Tt is carrying out for some a work of justice ;
for others a work of mercy ; but for all it is, in the
Divine tutention, a work of love. —Cardinal Mercier.

Tt's most provoking to find, after moving, that
your furniture has been scratched or otherwise injured
as the result of unskilled work. Get uws to remove it,
and ensure careful expert handling. We have letters

from people in all parts of the Dominion telling "us”
how well we have removed their furniture. The New '

Zealand Express Co. Lid.

WEDDING BELLS

MARLOW—COURTNEY.

A very pretty wedding was solemnised on Wednes-
day, April 23, at the Cathedral, Barbadoes Street,
Christchurch, the contracting parties being Miss Eileen
Courtney, elder daughter of Mrs. Courtney, Adding-
ton, and the late John R. Courtney, and Sergeant-
Major James Marlow, second son of Mr. James J.
Marlow, Musselburgh, Dunedin. The bride, who was
given away by her brother (Mr. Leo Conrtney), wore
a charming gown of white crepe-de-chine and georg-
ette.  An embroidered tulle veil fell from a wreath
of silver leaves and clusters of orange blossoms, and
a lovely white bouquet was carried. Miss Moya Court-
ney, sister of the bride (chiel), and Miss DBrenda
Marlow, sister of the bridegroom, were bridesmaids.
They were attired alike in vieux rose sillk dresses, with
touches of black, black hatter’s plush hats with touches
of rose, and carried bouguets of roses and autumn
fotiage. Mr. Ronald Marlow was best man and Mr,
Fred Murphy grocinsman. Father Fogarty, assisted
by Father Long, officiated. The ceremony  was
fully choral, Mr. TI. Hiscocks presiding at the organ.
Aflter the ceremony, Mrs. Courtney entertained her
guests at DBroadway’s, where a dainty breakfast was
served, Sergeant-Major and Mrs, Marlow left by motor
on their honeymoon. The bride going-away in a navy
Llue serge tailored costume, fox furs, and a fawn
velour hat.  The young couple received many valuable
presents.

Paimerston North

{From our own correspondent.)
April 28,

Further meetings have been held to arrange for
the bazaar which it has been decided to hold in De-
cember in aid of the new church. Among the stall-
holders will be the $t. Viecent de Paul Society, Chil-
dren of Mary, Mrs TI. N, Watson, Mrs, Sullivan,
Mrs. Alf Mahon, AMr. and Myrs, P. Small, Mesdames
Broad, Sim, and Trask. Other stalls are being arran-
ged, and a complete list will be given later,

The Children of Mary held a very successtul euchre
social in the Empire Hall on Wednesday evening with
the object of augmenting the new chureh fund, This
is the first of a series of entertainments they are
arranging during the winter for that object, The
euchre prizes, which were presented by Mr. M. O'Con-
nor and Mr. L. Wischnewsky, were won by Miss Culli-
nan (Christchurch), Miss Harty, Mr. Venn, and Pri-
vate Killop. DMessrs, C. MceGrath and T. McAvenue
were Ms.C. and Smitl’s orchestra supplied the musie.
The door takings alone totailed 418.

Referring to the necessity of decentralising the
control of State schools, and giving local committees
greater powers, the local morning paper quoted as an
example the Palmerston Convent School, which it
stated was far superior to any school in the town, in
regard to building, design, and equipment.

Father Power has returned from Taihape, where
he has been relieving Father J. Minogue, who came
to Palmerston on account of his father’s death.

There were no local celebrations on Anzac Day,
although it was observed as a close holiday by business
people.  The returned soldiers held their annual re.
union in the evening.

No great interest is being taken in the municipal
elections, altheugh the mayoralty is being contested,
and there are 19 candidates nominated for ihe council.
The personnel of the council is likely to undergo a
considerable change as the result of the election.

)

CLINCHER CYCLE TYRES are guaranteed six, nine,
twelve, and fifteen months —HAYWARD BROS,
& CO., LTD:, CHRISTCHURCH, Wholesale Distributors

- for New Zealand.
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