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selected by Leo XIII. to urge the widest reasonable
distribution of private ownership among the people.
What crying injustice and public crime it would be to
alienate for public ownership the land cultivated by
the hardened hands and moistened with the sweat of
the farmer! Let voluntary ce-operation produce the
utmost results, but not land-nationalisation. Pope
Leo XIIT. deserves the endless praise of all good men
for his noble defence of the toiler. “*We are told that
it is right for private persons te have the use of the
soil and the fruit of the land, but that it is unjust for
anyone to possess, as owler, either the land on which
he has built or the estate which he has cultivated.”
The modern argument could not be more fairly stated,
and the Pontiff proceeds to expose its fallacy. ““Those
who assert this do not perceive that they are robbing
man of what his own labor has produced, For the
soil which is tilled and cultivated with toil and skill
merely changes its condition : " it was wild before, it
is now fruilful; 1t was barren, and now it brings forth
in abuundance.  That which lhas thus altered and im-
proved it heeomes so truly part of itsell as to be in
great measure ndislingnishable and inseporable from
it.  Te it just the fruit of a wan's sweast and labor
should be enjoyed by auvother? As cffects follow their
cause, so 3t 1% just and right that the resulis of labur
should belong to him who has labored.” (The Candi-
tivn o] Lalor) o

Not conlent with advocating the nationatizalion
of the laud, Hocializm extends jts dempands st fur-
ther. 1t clamors for the public ownership and mau-
agement of the means of production in every ling.
But in its impatent and vague altempt to vest this
public ownership and management in the entire com-
monwealth, it fails, move egregiousty than Capitalism
had done, to auswer maun’s natural desive tor private
ownership. Socialism lacks the profound understand-
ing of human nature which Christianity possesses, ”A“"l
hence it iz opposed to the entire Christian  tradition
and teaching.

No doubt- and here there is a large preomize of
agreement between cortain  maoderate  Socialists ol
Cliristian tradition- public ownership of public atifi-
ties or of certain natural monopolies, s, under proner
conditions, highly advisable: yet the yreat bulk st the
productive property within a nation ought to be pri-
vately owned, for the reasons alreudy adduced.  The
main problem B to ascertain how privals awnership
can be most widely distributed among the people.

What  would  happen under Socialism! The
consclousness  which, under that osysten. the
Ishorer wouid  have thet  his  means  of  lived-
hood belenged Lo evervhody i eunmon, would

not satisfy his lostinet tor ownership, nor woutd i
stimulate his energy.  Ilence produetion would  lag
and its cost would rise. 1le would see all avennes to
ecanomic Lelterment closed agninst him: because strikes
would be consideved e mntiny of labor. flence revs
Iution aud connler-revolution woukl make dire and
monotonous history, nndil the lasl stale would be worse
than the frst.,  Socizlisin would introduee noi sleoo-
cratic, hut bureancratic control of iudustry.

A preat truth, no doubt, underties the Soviahst
contenlion, namely that wastage. both in production and
distribution, can be prevented by centralisation.  OF
this Christianity takes full account m accepting gov-
ernment ownership and conirel, whenever it can serve
the common good.  But it is cqually teme that you can
readily have over centralisalion, which will interfors
with private rights and individual liberty, and, what
is worse, will lead to confusion, te bureancratic tyranny
and deadly vetardation of produclion even in the most
essential necessilies of Difc. Christianity fully per-
ceives and valuates the elementary truths contained in
Socialism—-peruicious erver though it be as a whole---
but those truths are merely its own principles seen
through a distorted lens. Whatever is truly best aud
most progressive in modern social doelrine was pub
into practice by Christianily more than four centuries
ago, and Catholic saciolegists are alike amused and

What is good in Seocialisin is Christian. The rest
is pernicious error. However, it would be a mistake
to consider public ownership as the chief means—as
some wrongly imagine--to attain just democratic con-
trol of industry. Co-operation is the man’s field for
this achievement. There is a wide and almost inter-
minable province of co-vperative enterprise lying be-
ween public-service utilities or such great monopolies
as closely approximate to them, and industrial under-
takings which of their very nature call for individual

management, as the essential factor of success. But
this would require extensive treatment in another

article,
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS

“Rarionanist” (Waitati}.—We hold over your queries
re Catholic schools in order to make exact inquiry,

L. D, (Wellington).—Please don’t write to us as if
we were experts. But i you will ask for informa-
tion concerning the genealogical (rees of guadreua-
peds we suppose your patronage of the Tallef en-
titlex vou Lo an answer, The data of the vase are
ar follows:.

Punka-- Cooltrim--Gallinarin-—Gallinule
Desert Gold- All Black—Gallinule.
You can do the rest of the caleulation for yourself.
The problem 1s what relation s a pgreat-grand-
chifld to a grand.child when in collateral descent.

E. M. II.—Jvohnson was cerlainly one of the greatest
firures of his age, but il is hard to assign him a
definite place in the Temple of Fame. IHe owes
so much to Boswell and to his friends of White’s
Coffee lfouse that at this distance io get his true
perspective is almost impossible.  Burke, who was
certainly just before all things, thought that Johu-
sou was  greater asa catseur than as a writer, and no
doubt asa writer he has acquired 2 certain amount
af false fame which really was due to his con-
versational powers. There will always be many to ad-
mire him, but as time goes on their number will
decrease, for the trend of English prosze is directly
away from Jolinson's model.  As for us, we be-
lieve thal without Boswell's Life and the admira-
tion of the really brilliant coterie in which he
uoved his reputation as a writer would stand far
lower than it does to-day.

STurvenya. —Patrick MoeGill wrofe half a dozen books,
ax tar as we can remember,  [lis first was liis best

Fhie Chitdren of the Dead Fud, In the Lot Pt
he told the same tale from a dJdifferent point of
view. Two war books, The Red Horizon and The
(Creat Mush were successful,  They were followed
by a hook of ballads, which he called Soldiers’
Noays  vothing very startling in them, Then came
anolhier effort, to tetl his oue story in a third way.
I was vile and dirty. A poor book called The
Digers T sinee appeared. e ought to have
dicd when he had writlen his first book.

J. J. F. (Hastings).-—Thanks for yonr letter.
write soou. [ think your friend will score.

CGabn. - - There are hundreds of Gaelic words that
clearly sugpest the French. For instance the
popular term ameng the Irish peasaunts for a boy
is  “‘rorsoon,”’ which s almost identical with
“wargon.”” Albjon—the French name for England
{whose. proper adjective is also very Trish)-—is
practically the same as the Irish words for the
White Clifls. Monsignor O’Leary used to pro-
nounce them Afe bewn. ‘Gars’” and ‘‘gosse’’ are
familiar terms, The latter might be rendered as
“brat.”’

W. W. H.—You can take it as absolutely certain that
many Protestants voted Prohibition for the pre-
cise reason that they were told it was a blow aimed
at the Papisis. It was, too. We know of a few
decent ’rotestants who voted against Prohibition
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