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their sweal and toil they have dotted the surface of’

the globe with temples to Thee.

IHow long, O Lord, is Ireland to suffer! TFor
centuries she has been nearest to the cross of Thy
crucified Son. We pray that having, like Him, been
fixed to tho wood of the cross, like ITim also she may
be raised by Thee from the dead. Amen.

RIGHT CONTROL OF INDUSTRY BY DEMOCRACY

(By Ancumsilor Repwoon.)

Any well-inforined student of the industrial state
of the world may safely afirm that, as long as what
ix fitly called the Serrde State prevails, namely, the
régime under whicl the masses of the people possess
little else than their labor-pewer, while a few powerful
carployers concentrate in theiv hands the ownership
of the lustruments of production, no industvial peace
ix pexsible. Sueh a systewm precindes any democrvalic
peace, no matter how muelhh wages ave increased ov
hours shortened.  Nor are democratic forms of Govern-
ment a satisfactory solution.  Because 16 easily hap-
pens that, while the Constitution 1s becoming more
A more demovratie—as in England just before the
war the degisfature, under the guise of “social re-
form." tends to mark off all wage-earners as a defimitely
servile clausss Bo we are assured by Cardinal Bourne.
Bt against such conditions a violent reaction existed
in Lingland even prior to the great war.

To guin correet ideax, from the Christian stand-
peint, about desirable demoeratic control of 1undustry,
it Iz essentiul to distinguizh different kinds ol produe-
tive propervty, Many among the Syndicalists and
Hocialists make a great mistake I overlooking the
complexity of modern social problems. - (e must be-
ware of panaceas warranted to cure all evils—their
sole credential is their seductive optimism.

The fivst kind of productive property i need of
demuocratic coutrol i undoubtedly the public-service
utilities.  No solid objection can be found. either in
soniudd reason or Christian faith, to puiting the public-
service utilities nnder muuicipal or national ownership,
provided it can be proved that such a transference
from private ownership makes for the commoen good,
and that proper compensation is offered to private
owners. It is a fact of experience that public ewner-
ship has, o certain conditions and places, been a
great  advantage, while. in other conditions, such
ownership las been finaneially  dizastrous,

So it has alse been with natnyal monopolies. They
are uvpen to public or private ownership and mavage-
ment, according as the ceneral wellare may in a given
case require. One fails to see what valid ground for
complaint any private owuer of pnblic-service utililies

or of natural monopolies can have, if, #fter die com-
pensation to him, his business is absorbed by the city
or the State. Evidently the only consideration thut
ought to weigh with any public authorities, in such
transactions, is the reasonable conviction that they are
promoters thereby of the common good. With this
proviso such action has not a shadow of Socialism.

But such transference of ownership requires greab
circumspection. One undeniable fact must never be
overlooked, namely, that apart from all advantages
which may arise from increased centralisation, public
management involves generally increased expenditure.
Under equal conditions, great advantages result from
private owners, at less cost, than is- possible under
public ownership. Yet, spite of this fact, it may some-
times happen that the elimination of the enormous
profits reaped at the public expense by private capi-
talists, will still leave a substantial gain to the people.
Another drawback here is the pewer given to politi-
cians, whe may prove in unserupulousness more than
a match for the most criminal profiteers. The question,
accordingly, requires most careful consideration, in
each single instance, to see whether a strict and com-
plete government conirol may not be more advan-
tageous than public ownership,  Prudence suggests
that, before nationalisation is called in, private owner-
ship shall always have a previous trial. Tt may also
be laid down, as a general and safe rule, that the
less an industvy partakes of the nature of a public-
scrvice utility, the greater is the likelihood that private
ownership in it is preferable, as being more conducive
to the common good. Similarly where public owner-
ship is not desivable, government control and super-
vision will be more or less necessary according as the
industry is nearer to or farther from the nature of a
public-service uility. I seems that industries which
have net the character of public-service utilities would
sufficiently protect the wage-owners and the consumers
from exploilation, if a ﬂmduated tax on the profits of
large-scale concerns were levied, so that the fullest
measure of liberty would be left to those smaller con-
cerns which, to the general benefit of the publie, are
achleving for thcmael\es a moderate prosperity under
{he stimnlus of private enterprise.

But there is ove forw of public ownership against
which all those who have at heart the welfare of their
fellow-men should combine with all their might, al-
though there is a wide agitation in its favor, namely,
the universal nationalisation of the land. Than this
there could ot he a more disastrous social error. If,
in the whole range ol ecouomic science, there is any
one thing certain, it is that the land should, so far
as possible, be owned by the men who till it, and not
controlled by the Soclalistic Co-operative Common-
wealth, a State monopoly, or any other form of govern-
ment absolutism. This iz the one instance purposely
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FINT IIK[S]I DAMASK  CLOTHS. The  new
igns md e old, relizble gquality will
;ound the damask will stund regular

£ ." yards--16/9 18/9 21/6 and 25/6 ecach
K8 yards— 16718 19/6 28/6 and 34/6 cach

Linenfor

Pleasing customs of old come again.
glandmolhc; s day, prompting gilts of fine linen to young folks contemplating
These are reliable for gifts, or for your own personal use.

Beath'’s
Special
Longcloth
36 in.wide
15/9 doz.

All Yinens post 1/43
{ree auywhc:c

he dowry-and long wear

What a revival of the good old spirit of

BEATH'S SPECIAL LONGCLOTH, 36in. wide—
15/9 doxzen
SPECIAL  OFFER 1IN TWILL LINEN-FINISH
SHEETING, well woven, pure flnish. Let us

Lave your order carly. Per yard— .
idin. 2/11  63in. 3/6  72in. 4/3  Blin. 4/9
PILLOW CASES, hemstitched, embroidered,
fritied, with embroidered corners; others with
hemsiitehed frills, Really execlient value at

iheir usual price of 5/11 each,

Special Price /11
IIL\IIAJ!{\]A LLE  OFFER 1IN TERRY FACE
Size 2¢ x 21, Whitle—

I/E 1/% 2/3 and 2/11 eath
Size 20 x 40, Coloured-—

/7% 1/% 2/- 2/3 and 2/% ench

Beath’s Drapers and Llnen Spemallsts ChrlStChlerh
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. ¥.. A LAWS, The SPORTS- HOUSE; 29. Courtensy . Place, Wellmgt»on. Also ab Riddiford Strest, Newldwn.

THE BEST CRICKET MATERIAL can alws

2 ba obtained &t our Premises in COURTNEY PLACE or
o atr o.n' Branch Housa in RIDDIFDBD 87, NEWTOWN, Bporting Goods of every description stocked by -
: range of Ladies’ Handbag

and Travelling Requisites,—='PRons 4428,




