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8 NEW ZEALAND TABLET

AN AWKWARD BLUNDER.

" A friend turned up unexpectedly to dianer, and
the newlyweds were rather perturbed, for, not expect-
ing visitors, they had only sufficient for their own needs.
They decided to divide the repast into three, and Mr.
Newlywed had strict instructions not to ask the visitor
if he would like more. Mr. Newlywed, in spite of his
_wife’s instructions, persisted in asking the visitor to
take a second helping, but the visitor would not be
tempted.

When he had gone Mr. Newlywed was asked why,
after such definite instructions, he asked the visitor to
have more. °‘T really forgot all about it,”” he said.

‘“Forgot all about it, indeed I'” exclaimed his wife.
“Why, when I kicked you repeatedly under the table
you took no notice.”

“Kicked me!” exclaimed Mr. Newlywed. ““You
didn’'t kick me!”

SMILE-RAISERS,

Husband: ‘I wonder why nearly all the misers
we read about are single?”

Wife: ““Oh, married misers are so common they
arve not worth mentioning.”

Hostess ;
song.”’

Guest: T knew someihing would happen. T upset
the salt at the dinner table.””

“Papa,” said a small boy the cther day, “‘are not
satlors very small men?”’

“No, my dear,” answered the father. “‘DPray,
what leads you to suppose such a ghing?”

“Because,”” replied the youny idea, smartly, 1T
read the other dav of a sailor going to sleep m his
watch.”

“Mr. Squils s poing te sing a eomic

?

“My boy,”” said the school inspector to & lad in
the frant row, ‘‘suppose your mother gave you bs to
buy a pound of cheese at Is 4d per pound, and a
quarter of tea at 2= 8d, and you lost 7d of the change,
what would you have when you gol liome 1"

““A jolly good hiding,” said the hoy.

Mrs. Bibsworth: “‘Parents ought to study their
boys™ tastes and lalenls when helping ihem to choose
their life-work.”

Mrs. Newby: “That is exactly what my bushand
and T did. Our eldest son was always verv fond of
animals, so we apprenticed him to a hutcher.”

The penuy tickets for the Pony-aud-Trap Raffle
were selling in thousands. MeGregor wusn't having
any, however. Ile called the whole thing = swindle.
Eventually his friends persuaded him to buy one ticket.
Who should win the pony but McGregor !

When the prize was brought to him he surveyed
it gloomily, and firally said:—

T told ye the whole thing was a swindle!”

““What's the matter?’ asked his friends.

““Where's the whip ¥’ hissed McGregor.
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SCIENCE SIFTINGS

By “Vorr.”t

The Wood Borer.

An interesting paper on the subject of the suscep-
tibility of New Zealand timbers to the attacks of the
barer was vead by Mr. R. Speight at a2 meeting some
time ago of the Canterbury Philosophical Institute.
Mr. Speight stated that his observations had been made
from a fairly complete series of New Zealand timbers
which were collected principally in the sarly days hy
Dr. von Haast, but added to by Captain Hutton. The
tintbers were in the Canterbury Museum and most of
themn had come from the foresis that once grew in the
provinee of Canterbury, notably those on Barnks Pen-
insula; but representatives had been obtained from
other parts of New Zealand, the total number exceed-
ing 15¢. The museum had been exposed to the ravages
of the borer, and the timbers were in a part in close
coniact with the wood which was seriously affected
and all were equally exposed to attack. Some of the
timbers, said the lecturer, were immune, while others
showed a varying proportion of affected specimens. It
was {requently found that the sap was attacked while
the heart wood was unaffected. This was especially
the case with regard to the matai, commonly known as
black pine. A considerable quantity of this timber
had been used in the construction of the Museum,
and the sap was almost universally affected while the
heart had invariably escaped, and was now so hard
that it was diflicult to drill ib. It was somewhat re-
markable that specimens of kahikatea or white pine,
which was always looked on as one of the most suscep-
tible of timbers, had been but slightly affected, al-
though it had been badly aitacked where used in the
construction of the Museum building. The only reason
the lecturer could assign for this was the experience
of builders, who stated that timber from trees grown
on hillsides or river terraces had more resistent pro-
perties than that grown on swamp lands, and that
timber cut i the winter had superior lasting power
over that cut in surmmer. Continuing, the lecturer
said, in view of the threatened shortage of local sup-
plies of timber it was of importance that the utmost
should be made of what we now had. A great source
of waste wasx due to the ravages of the borer, which
necessituled a considerable amount of timber heing
nsed in replacements. There was no doubt that this
waste could be minimised by the adoption of methods
of sterilisaiion in connection with building timbers,
Some of these processes would not only prevent entirely
the attacks of the borer but would prolong the life of
the timber as well, and have no deleterious effect on
human life. A thoroughly satisfactory method of
treatment had been found to be the soaking of timber
in petrol in which carboliv acid and camphor had been
dissotved. This specific had been effective as far as
the petrol penetrated info the wood, and would there-
fore protect new timbers entirely. Both these sub-
stances would no doubt disappear from the weood in
time, the former as a result of the action of water,
since carbolic acid was stightly soluble in it and the
latter owing to- its gradually passing off, as a vapor.-
It was possible that the substitution of naphthalene
for the carbolic acid would to some exten{ obviate these
slight objections,
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