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Current Topics

Our Boys and Sinn Fein

A few little notes that we do not find cabled cut
by Harmsworth-George-Carson and Company may not
be inappropriate. In Limerick during the war some
New Zealand and Australian seldiers found themselves
in a congenial company of Sinn Feiners. Sinn Fein
songs were of course sung. A “Tommy" officer ordered
the singers to stop, in the name of D.O.R.A. Ncbody
took any notice of *‘Tommy.”' Ile went to the barracks
and brought out the British army. The Sinn Feiners
advised the visitors to get awuv. DBut the visitors
stayed and did their bit in vood style when the hinperti-
nent officer and his men were in ne gentle manner
ejected from the building.  Tater, when “‘Tonunies”
broke loose in Dublin and attacked the Sinn Fein head-
quarters, a number of Colonial soldiers again jeined in
the fray, ou the side of Sinn Fein, with such good
effect that ““Tommy” was not seen out of his den for
days afterwards. As a consequence, it way represented
that the presence of Ausiralian and New Zealand men
on leave was not desirable in Ireland.  The boys were
only honest in their prpose of helping a persecuted
small nation, Tndependent lads like owrs have no
sympathy with the hypocrisy which invited them to
fight for Poland and te oppress Treland. These little
items, and the warm, cordial rveceptions that ouar
Militarists do #or get when they go to meet the ve-
turning men ave just straws that show how the wind
blows, The time will come when the Democracy ol
the Empire will ixolate itsell severely from the gang of
Prussians, with their broken pledges, their torn =craps
of paper, their lving promizex, their nmercenary jobbery,
their protection and prowotion of wurderers. What a
seramble of politicians elimbing over the fenee we hall
then see!

The Easter Orange

Easter is a feaxt of jov und peace evervwhere ont-
side of an Oraunge lLodge.  For some recondite astio-
logical reazon the Faster mocn sels wll the King Billians
stark staring mad, and they gathoer together sontowliere
or other {o convinee the vest of us that there are worse
things than a civil war in a monkeys' cave at the Zoo.
This year Ashburton was the rendezvous. When you
recall that Mr. Nosworthy represeuts Ashburlon -}‘()ll
will agree that it I+ just the right place for the grand
Faster panjandrum of the desvendants of that select
band concerning whese first coming to Ireland, Stewart,
the scn himsell of oue of the ministers whe came over,
writes: ‘‘From Scotland came many, and from England
not a few, yet all of them generally the scum of both
nations, who from debt or breaking or fleeing from
justice, or seeking shelter, came hither, hoping to be
without fear of man’s justice.” And althoueh thae
Ashburton political luminary said he was not an
Orangeman he made it clear that he was very much at
home in the company of the descendants of that gang
of which Btewart speaks. Nay, he made a speech at
them. It was not a speech worth hearing for its
wisdom or for its sweetness or light, but it showed that
he is a Jomo wnwiimis in all the idictic bigotry and
all the retrograde polities for which Orangeism stands
and that if it were safe for him lLe would probably
attack every Catholic he meets in the street. Ilowever,
as Catholics breed athletes, there is no danger that his
bigotry will prevail over his commeon sense for the
present. It ought not to be forgotten that with Mr Nos-
worthy and the Orangemen was also associated that
kindred spirit whom Mr. Fraser denounced from the
Bench as a low cad and who received for his dirty
methods a castigation in Parliament such as no common
criminal ever yet got in New Zealand. They were all
there ; and it is easy to guess what sort of things they
said and-did while the full moon rede above their in-
tellectual heads. The press gave them a fair amount
of prominence and we are pleased to say that we and

many others enjoyed a gcod laugh over their antics
last week. Barnum had a vogue in his day; William-
son has it now ; but the L.O L. is bidding strong to he
the most successful sevie-comic show that has ever
starred under the Southern Cross yet.  The air of
solewnity, the energuinenous gestures, the calm fatuity
of the performers deceive many people and lead them
to think that the whole thing is not a joke, but as socon
as it dawns on all that they are really only the King
Billiam Mountebanks they will draw crowded houses
in every theatre of the Dominion. Ah, well; it s good
that we can laugh in these strenuous times. But it
has a pathetic side too. One cannot help feeling pity
for the poor old things that forget they are men and
Christians in their eagerness to throw back to the
Zay.

Ireland

Tu Treland the Sinn Feiners are still waiting hepe-
fully for the Peace Conference to make it clear that
there was some truth in the war aims for which the
Allies called on men to pgo forth to meet death; the
hape that English statesmen have any honesty or truth-
fulness has long since been dispelled, but relying on
the imperative calls which the American States indi-
vidually and the United States Congress have made on
President Wilson to vindicate the right ef t{hat small
nation whose ehildren formed a huge proportion of the
Amervican armies, the Trish people are confident that
England will he whipped into humanity just as Prussia
has been.  Iu the meantime England is earvying on
the same old pelicy of frightfulness in Treland.  What
we were (ol was done by Prussia in Relgivm is actually
done hy England in Ireland. Every means is tried to
drive the people to desperation. Justice, humanivy,
truth, and morality are outraged by English officials,
The people suffer in silence knowing that such a stalz
nf Ahines eannot last and that the God of Justice wiil
avenge them yet. A well-informed writer tells us in
a private leiter; '"One thing is certain, the presaut
sitwatiom in Treland camnot last nnich Jonger,  Ooly
we at home know the things we have seen and heard
sinee 1916, Talk not of Prussianism wud militarism !
1 tremble ta think whad may happen. There is a Timit
to human endurance.  Yon canuot imprizen a whole
nation.  Dumb-driven catlle can cause frouble at times,
Maddened men are not amenahle o veuson. Tt would
appear as if the law agaiust cruelly to aniwals does
noy apply as regards cruelty to human beings in Ire-
land. No wonder Laerd French got sick of the atro-
cipus Dbusiness.”  This 1z how England, the mealy-
moutlied champlon of simall nations, the hoary calum-
niator of all her foes, whose diplemacy is a thing of
scorn and whoese word is worth less than anv serap of
paper, is now keeping her war pledges. And in so
doing she is hastening her destructicn. ITer crimes
in Ireland have set America aflame. The freemen of
Australia and New Zealand who were ready to join
hands with Sinn Fein in kicking the cowardly Tommies
off the streets of Dublin will want to know why Prus-
slanismt which they fought to destroy should still be
a monopoly of English Tories and Orange robbers.
The blood of Sheehy-3keffington, the blood " ef the
women and children who were murdered at Batchelor’s
Walk, the blood of the Dublin girls found murdered
with English scldiers” buttons in their dead hands,
the blood of Thomas Ashe and of every other vietim
of British brutality in Ireland, is calling for vengeance
day and night. If the Peace Congress does not give
Ireland her rights the Irish all over the world will
never rest until the eriminals are punished exactly
as the Prussians were for mno greater crimes against
small nations. For Ireland there may be bad days
ahead if President Wilson is not true to his pledges;
but for England the days to come will be days of dark
and shameful tribulation in the mills of God if the
Congress does not do something to remove the heritage
of hate from the hearts of 25,000,000 Irishmen and
Trishwemen all over the world. Ireland asks merely
that England keep her own pledge. And it seems that
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