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IRISH NEWS

GENERAL, i

A married woman named Burke has just died at
Nenagh, County Tipperary, at the age of 121 years.
She was the cldest woman in the British Tsles, and
probably the oldest in the world.  In 1912 Europe had
7000 living centenarians of whom 388% were Bul-
garians. In the Balkan countries, however, where
there are no records kept, age is often a matter of guess-
work rather than of fact.

The following is an extract from a letter from a
well-informed Englishman, which appeared in  the
Daily News of Saturday, January 4:—*My advices
from across the Atlantic are, that [rish- Americans who
are the most active political body in the States, are
getting every week infto closer and closer union with
the German-Americans. If events in Treland develop,
as well they may, during the spring. it is quite uwn
the cards that we shall see in America ihe formation of
an Irish-German-American bloe, definiicly hostile 1o
Britain, immensely powerful, numeriv;tll_\_'.— financially,
politically, and socially, and determined 1o use that
poawer Lo the utmost for Diritain's injury.”

The ivguivy juto the waltveatment of the politicn]
priseners v Bells Gaol was vendersd gseless Trom the
preisaner:” pamnt of view | as therve was oo cuscanice to
their conn=el (Mr. Gavan Duffv) that the qivslion of
ofiicial privieoe would nog b ragsed, a< it was at the
inquest, o Thomas A<he. Official evidenes went {o
show that the prisoners zet ot of haud when some of
them were not treated as nolitical prisoners, as was
prowmised after Ashe’s death.  The covernor admitted
the whole Ladsv of politieal prisoners had to attend
Mass in handeufis, and some who approached the Holy
Saerament were {reated in like nianne AMre, Justiee
Dodd, who presided over the Cononission of lnguiry
seetned horrified at this deseerition of the Mass.

Asoa result of the venerai election, the Unionists
return 22 mewhers mnstead of 18 as heretofore, This
1= due abuest entively to the Raedistribntion At of
I8, ander which the Delfadt cests wore jerrvirn-
dered to suit Sie Bdward (Car-on Bt Tast
formerly returned {four members, of whow cne was a
Fationalisk ; now there are nine, but owine to the
manipulation of boundaries the Nationalists still return

“oniy one member, so the Unionists retum eizhit mem-
hrers where thev formerly had three. Agam the faituge
of the “Party™ to keep the Cardinal's compacet lost the
Sinn Fein Party Fast Down,

sonarty,

THE TRISH NATTIONAL ASSEMPBLY :
PRESS VIEWSH.

“An event warking a new epoch in Trish history
way the opening of the D Eircans in the Mansion
House, Dublin, on Tuesday, Janvary 2i. The assembly
which was conducted with order and diguily, adopted
& Declaration of Tudependence for Treland as a pation
and addressed a memoranduin to the free nations of the
world setting forth Ireland's position and claims, the
acknowledgment of which is asked for.  On the gues-
tion of internationalizsation it laid down that * Ireland
13 the Gate of the Atlantic,” and that her independence
is necessary to the freedom of the seas. In calling
on the free nations to support self-determination for
Ireland, the memorandum demands that Ireland be
confronted publicly with England at the Congress of
the Nations. Both declarations were adopted with
enthusiasm, and the proceedings adjourned. The
entire proceedings of the Dail, except the reading of
the English and French translations of the declara-
tions, were conducted in the Irish language, no speeches
being made in English —Irish Tndependent.

“‘We feel that it would be to Ireland’s advantare
to be associated with Great Britain if we could get
full Dominion self-government.”’—Irish Independent
(leader).

“Wa_ must await the development of the policy

laid down by the Assembly. We do not hesitate to

SOME

confess that we do so with the deepest anxiely and fore-
boding.  The ideals embodied in the Republican
declarations may he lofty and impressive, and they
strike a note that fives the imagination of the young
men of Ireland whose patriotism now, as always in the
past, is a trausfiguring passion. God forbid that this
ardor should ever fail, for it is by virtue of it that
Ireland has kept her soul alive under-trials that would
have broken a less resolute race. In our judg-
ment any attempi to give effect tu the decharations of
the Mansion llouse must mevitably lead to defeat,
disaster, and the ruin of the national hopes.” —Free-
man (organ of the Trish Party).

“According lo the strict lelier of the law, it is
an offence for any assembly {o purpert to usurp the

functions of the Parliament at Westminster. No
regard for that fact hampered yesterday’s demonstra-
tors. . . . Thix is not the moment to discuss the

responsibilities of the executive.  They must stand by
the test of the consequences of yeslterday’s meeting.”'—
Dy Fopress (Cavsonited,

“The majority of Nationalisls would obey the law
aud eive litte trouble, if they were confident il would
hi enforeed. They will  obey  the usurping
vebeds when they see fhiat iheir legitimate rulers are
weah and vaetlatime.  As Uhe rebels becone bolder it
s the ety of alb Joval men to pat aside any difference
and nnite an opposing thein 1o the utmost. This bs
whiti R Fdward Carson urees, ~Hetfast News fetter,

“The overwheliniug vietury of the Sinn Feiuers at
the potls encourages them to helieve that they could
is<tte practeally an unanivions demand for independ-
ence, and e a rhetorical shot whieh, if it did not
cetro vannd the worid, would al least break the windows
of the Peace Oonference.”” - London Dy Ml (Tory).

CThe studied ade of dignity and solemnily which
marked the fird weeting of the Parliament of the
Trishi Ropieblie” would have dene eredit to 1he proceed-
s in the Hrinsh Hense of Commons, when Scotel
estitales are the order of {lie dJday. The Sinn Fein
M.oPPs were vreeted with cheers, bul | think  the
el benes restvained il onlhiustasm a little out of desire
Lo preserve at all costs Gre diznity of the proceedings.’”
- Speeal corvespondent | Londow My Koepress (Tory).,

Chverviling was dons decently and in order- -
indeed the civemmstanees of the openiug of the Irish
Parliament were entivelv prosate. 1 may say  here,
onee Tor sl that the preceedings -throughout were
ordevly sead dicnified, not a word heine uttered that
eoatd provobe discard o jll-feeling. .~ Special corre-
=nondent, Tondon Tiwes {Toryy.

“1tds very easy o ladeh at the Sinn Fein Parlia-
wend, Lot it is not 2o cortain thal it i= wise. PN
Nooone whe s not determined to deny patent [lacts
con vefuse Lo acknowleder that behind the Declaration
of Independence at Dublin, Geveely in earnest, is the
golid mass of almost all Irish apinien ootside Ulster.

HOas the poliev or want of pelicy of the British
Covernuent which has driven the Teish people to this
extremity, Let any honest Foglishwman put, hunself
1w the place of any Irischman duaring these yeaps pasl
let him fancy himsell ihe victim of 1he snecession of
alleenate menaces and  cajoleries. of  promises cotl-
finally nuele and as continually hroken, and then leg
him try to say with a clear conscience thal, the bitter-
ness of the Sinu Feiver, impracticable as it may be in
ils expression, is either unnatural or unreasenable.
Iow the resulting situation is fo be met is for the
Gavernment which made i, te decide.”’- London Daily
News (Liberal). |

“The mecting of the Nuid Eircenn must he re-
varded in the Jight of a dJeliberate challenge to {he
[ English] pledgebreakers as well as a protest in the
strongest form it eould be made, apgainst the methods
that successive Dritish Governments have employed in
their dealings  with  this conulry."-—Cork Eoaminer

(Irish Party).
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