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whole beauty. The historic style of the early hooks
has an epic charm, relieved by outbursts of national
poetry, by tender pastoral passages, by threnodies of
unspeakable pathos. The poetic style of the Psalms
and the Canticles has been the theme of students and
critics throughout all time: “What,” says Bishop
Lowth, “is there in the whole compass of poetry or
what can the human mind conceive more grand, more
ngble, or more animated,—what is there more beau-
tiful or more interesting,-—than the sacred writings of
the Hebrew prophets? They equal the almost inex-
pressible greatness of their subjects by the spleudor
of their diclion and the majesty of their poetry, and.
as some of them are of higher antiquity than the Fables
oi the Greeks, so they excel the Greek compesitions as
nuch in sublimity as in age” T.astly, in the style of
the New Testament, especially of the Gospels, we lave
a tenderness and a grace that can ouly be explained
by the fact that in them Love speaks to the soul of the
beloved. '

The Bible and Homer

bican interesting study Chateaubriand shews he
speriority of the Bible to [Tomer on jany srounds.
The Bible is more concise and solemu ; the simplicif v
ef Homer is more diffuse and more hively : the former
1= zententious; the latter fond of expatiating and -
peating in the same plivases what has Leen said before.
“The stnplicity of the Rible is that of an ancient prriest,
whe, fmbued with all the sciences. human and divine,
pronounces from the recess of the stnctuacy the pre-
cise oracles of wizdon., The simplicity of the poet of
Clios is that of an aged traveller, wha, Dbeside the
heartlh of his Lost, relates all hie has learned in the
course of a long life.  The narraiive in Jlomer is inter-
rapled by digressious, havangues, deseriptions of ves
wnelw, grments, arme, ceeptres. and gencalosios of pen,
Proper names ave Imden with adjectives and Hracres
m the Bible the narmative is rapid, simple, eloar, Fors
cible, aud watural.,  Homer's deseriptions are Iowy and
involved : those of the Bibie wre brief and vivid, set-
ting forth objects with = single strake of the pen. The
comparisous in Homer are drawn out by incidental
remarks, over-ornate and over-burdened : the COMpart-
sons in the Bible are expressed in a striking phrase.
with true artistic =ense. A lon, a torrent in spate, «
storm 15 invoked aud the picture complete.  The sul-
lime in Hemer is reached laboriously and as a vesult
of the combination of parts s in the Bible it is ax sudden
as a sunrise or a shooting star, ‘you are wounded by
the thunderbolt before you know you were struck by
it." 7" In Homer the sublime is conveyed frequently
by the wmagnificence of the language : in the Bible it ix
often brought before us like a shock by the triviality
of the words.” The soul is subjected to a SUrprise, as
when, exalted by thought to the loftiest regions  all
of a sudden, the expression, instead of supperting it,
lets it drop from heaven to earth, precipitating it from
the bosom of God into the mire af the world.

Images and Beauties of the Bible

No literature has such marvellous expressions ax
“the first-born of death” to imply cruel and terrible
death, and “‘the king of terrors” to describe the death
which comes on a man who clings fiercely to this world.
What power is in the phrase which tells of the wicked
man who “‘conceived sorrow, and brought forth in-
iquity,” or in the words of Job which convey his ideas
of the greatness of God:—“ITell is naked before Lim,"’
—"He withholdeth the waters of the clouds,”’—“Ife
taketh the scarf from the kings and girdeth their loins
with a cord.”” And what could be more awful than
the passage:—“In the horror of a vision by night,
when deep sleep i3 wont to hold men, fear seized upen
me, and trembling, and all my bones were aflrighted ;
and when a spirit passed before me, the hair of my
head stood up. There stuod one whose countenance
I knew not, an image before my eyes, and 1 heard the
voice as it were of a gentle wind.’” Homer compares a
youth slain by a javelin to a young olive tree covered

with Howers, planted in an orchard, screened from the
intense heat of the sun, amid dews and zephyrs, but,
suddenly overthrown by an impetuous wind upeon its
native soil, it falls on the brink of the nourishing waters
that gave sap to its roots: —
Weddon, telethaon, tode 1o, puoiod doneasi
Lantvion anemon, kai {rebruel andei Teakn.

The whole beautiful picture is dashed off in a phrase
in the Bible:-—""The wicked &hall ba blasted as a vine
when its grapes are in first flower, and as an olive that
casteth its flowers.”™ And what compact thought and
vigor n the words of Tsaias: —“Wijth shaking shall
the earth be shakeu as a drunken man, and shall be
removed as the tent of one night.” The sentence
which tells of the destruction of the busy city of Tyre
ix unvivalled . "Now shall the ships be astonished in
the day of thy terror: and the islands in the sea shall
be troubled, because no one cometls out of thee.”” Only
a great poet could adequately appreciate the foree of
these expressive words, Goethe wrote a Dbeautiful
passage to tell of his admirvation for the history of
Joseph, aud we are told that the scolfer Volaire was
moved o tears by the ineffable pathos of the scene
when, the cup having Leen discovered in the sack, the
exile veveals himself 0 ihe simple words, 7 wm Jose ple.
The wreckers of the home. e advocates of eusy divorce,
the licht men aud women who enter into marriage as
they would put on a new hat wighl with pruﬁt go
back 1o the Bible and {here learn with what lasting,
tender love mardiazes were made by God's people.
Take this passage:  lsaac brought Rebecea into the
tonit of Saral. his mother, and took her to wife, and
he Joved lier =0 much that it moderated the sorrow
which was pecazioned by his mother’s death.”  Search
all onr modern poets and novelists and you wiil.not
find anvthing <o beautiiul as this picturve of 1he love
(:!ll Lowolnian f’)]' ]H_‘l‘ ?-'l)“li.“tf’l ’

CWheresoever thon <halt o T owill po, and where
thor <halt dweli 1 also will Jdwell. Thy people shall
by people, and thy God iy God. The law that
sluul receive thes dving, in ihe same will 1 die.” Since
the Lowr when Adam Jooked on Eve and exclaimed
that «he shonld be henceforth bone of his bone, no
woman ever professed her love in anything like the
cloquence  of these  words =Thy prople shall  he my
people wrmdd Py € 0ed wiy (o — Dvpndus s pouprulns
arevis . e s fheies g e,

The moral of all 1his s pliim . Read the Bible.
The P A, liars say that Catholies are not allowed
to read it Bnt when did they ever tell ile truth yet ?
Awid where did they pet ihe Bible?
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DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN

The annual meeting of St Juseph’s Catholic Men's
Chaby will e Teld on next Monday evening in St
Joseph's Tlall. The Cathelic men, genervally, of the
Iy are invited to be present, awd it s hoped that the
clul’s vemarkalile snccess of It yvear will be main-
tained this vear, and ir possible, exceeded.

A warden fele was epened ou Wednesday after-
noon in the grounds of the Sacred Heart School, North-
East Valley, and is to bz centinued on each of Lhe
fellowing evenings, and on Saturday afternoon. The
provecds are to benefit the funds of the local Catholic
school, and the prometers, who have worked carnestly
to ensure the success of the undertaking, hope their
efforts will e supported by the whole Catholic com-
munity.

Mrs. M. A Juckson, who for the past six years
(thiree terms in succession) has been a representative
vu the Magoe Nospital and Charitable Aid Board, will
be a candidate for a seat on the board at the forth-
voming elections.  For the splendid social work Mrs.
Jackson has, over se many years, accomplished in this
city, she deserves well of her fellow-citizens, aud it is
hoped her useful services will be long retained for the
benefit of the community.

Wood’s Great Peppermint Cure,
For Coughs and Colds, never faile,

For Bronchial Coughs, take
Whaods' Great Peppermint Cure,



