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even at a greal distance. But I never honored him
more than 1 do to-night, with those noble words of his
in my ears and in my heart. (Applause.) T muke
candid friends and foes a present of them.

Queen Victoria Speaks From the Grave.

Just -one other witness from a different quarter.
Queen Victoria was not an Irish patrict. Young Aus-
tralians, perhaps, are not very familiar with her name
~—-such is the vanity of human greatness. But she was
the grandmother of George V., she was Queen of Eng-
land and Empress of India. She was a sensible woman, -
capable of forming a sensible judgment and then of
keeping it to herself. The statement which I am about
to read from her Majesty was not made publicly. [t
was made in a private letter, which, with other letters,
iz mow published for all the world to read. The twa
voluies will no doubt be found in the private colleetion
of her admirers in Melbourne. But T assume that all
can find them in the Public Libravy. The extract which
1 am about to read will be found in Vel. 1T, at page
237, Her Majesty's slatement was made long ago,
when there was trouble brewing in Austria-ITungary
and in Ireland. Treland was in a state of rebellion
against Bngland, and it looked as if the disruption
which has overtaken Austria-ITungary in our day
might have been then precipitated. The Enrglish
Government of the day was ready to stamp out revolu-
tion in Iveland with ruthless feroeity, and at the same
time to sympathise with revelution in Central Europe.
[Tow history goes on repeating itself! Queen Vietoria
was no friend of Treland.  Needless to say, she had no
sympathy with Trish elaims. T remember a great part
ol her reizn, but I vannct recall oue kind or sympa-
thetic act towards Trelund. Tlowever, she was o wise
woman in anany wavs, and she was morve henest than
her Ministers. 1t was in a wise and honest frame of
mind that she wrote the following remarkable and for-
cible words, an indictment of the dishonesty and hy-
pocrisy of her own country iu her own day. Here are
her Majesty's words: Il is guite lmmoral’”’ {a strong
word for a woman and a yueen) guite immoral, with
Treland quivering in our grasp and ready to throw off
allegianee at anyv mument, far us te force Austria to
pive up her Lawlul possessions  That is strong lan-
gnage from the Queen of FEngland.  She is dead, but
her words remain. and I am glad to do her Majesty
the service of vecalling them.  (Cheers.) Tler indiet-
ment of the hypocrisy of Ler nation is even more tailing
and biting to-day then when it was written. English
representatives we helping to cive freedom to the na-
tions into whicli the Central Fnpires are broken, Ire-
land is still guiverinz in the grasp of England, Yet
there are these who wonld net give Irelaud even a
hearing. Queen Victoria has prorncunced on their con-
duct in advance. Their discrimination against Ireland
iz nob mevely inconsistent, she says, but quite immoral.
Now, Mr. de Valera has stronger claims fo get a hear-
ing at the Peace ('anjerence, but the words of their
wise sovereipn should wmake a strong appeal to loyal
Englishmen.

T the Peace Conference Fails Treland ?

Buat if all appeals tu veason fail, if President Wil-
sonp be wnwilling or vunahle to get a hearing for Treland,
what then? TIrcland can still depend on God and on
the stout hearts and hands of her own sons. (Great

" cheering.)  The Irish are the oldest and the purest
nation in Furope. and God who has watched and guided
then so leng can strengthen tlieir weakness, and give
them justice and vietory, theugh Ile Dbe their only
helper.  May Iiis blessing vest uponr all those who are
making Treland’s elaim and upon all those who give
it o hearing. May God bless you aud all who love
Ireland and hope for hier future.

THE MOST UBSTINATE
Corn must quickly yield to BAXTER’S RUBY CORN
CURE. Once this remedy is applied there is no escaps
for the corn——it must give in. Price, 1/-, post fres,

from Baxter's Pharmacy, Theatre Buildings, Timaru.

Napler -

(From our own correspondent.)

April 12,
. A very successful social in aid of the French Red
Cross and organised by Mrs. F. Moeller, was held in
Princess Hall, Napier, on Wednesday last, when there
were some 70 couples present. As a result of this
effort a substantial sum will be handed over to thia
worthy fund.

Aun official welcome home was on Wednesday night
last accorded the returned soldiers of the Taradale dis-
trict, some thirty of whom were present at the enter-
tainment, which took the form of a social evening. The
speakers included Father Hickson, who said it had
taken the South African and the recent war to show
the qualities of the New Zealanders and he hoped that
New Zealand would never give them cause to regret
their service abroad. ’ '

In the Easter competitions, which commence in
Napier this week, a number of convent pupils . have
entered in the various sections. Among these arve:—
Church = choir—St. Joseph's Native School Choir
and 8t. Joseph's Convent loarding  School Choir ;
School choir—Saered Ieart Itigh School Choir, St, Jo-
seph’s Native School Choir; instrumental (piano)—
Misses E. Sattler, T3 Eades, K. Dineen, Lett, M.
Berry, Doolan, R. MeGrath, M. Dallow, E. Kirk,
and a number of Maori girls. Tn the violin section
Miss Latapie and Miss M. Collison have both entered.
Miss K. Mullany and Mis 13, Dallow, also Mr. J.
Mullany, have entered in severai of the dancing see-
tions,

The mission which was iu progress at Mastings for
Lwa weeks concluded on Sunday, March 30. There was
a general Commuuion on that morning, the MHibernian
Society members attending in regalia. The sight, was
an impressive ene.  Throughout the mission the ser-
vices were very largely attended, and it was sratifying
to note that right through the services were attended
by a very large percentage of men. At the evening
services many outsiders eame te hear the eloquent
sermons preached by rhe two very able wmissiounaries,
and on many oveasions the seating nccommodation in
the church proved absoluiely inadequnate,  When the
mission had been in provres: for a little over a week
over 4000 had receivad 1oly Communion, and no doubt
much lasting good will be fhe resull of this mission
which is daid to be the most successful one held in this
district for a very considerable period. A five days’
mission was also piven at the Clive church by Father
Ainsworth, and was alse considered high]y successful.

The much-appreciated mission commenced at St.
Mary’s Church, Port Ahuriri, on Sunday last, and will
continue for a weelr.  All services are being well attended.
It 35 being conducted by both Missioners, Fathers
O’Leary and Ainsworth. 14 is also intended to give
brief wissions at the smaller districts of Marvaekakaho,
Paki-Paki, ete., at a later date.

When your spirit within you is excited or relaxed
or depressed, when if Joses its balance, when it is rest-
less or wayward, when it is sick of what it has and
hankers after what it has not, when yvour eye is solicited
with evil and your mortal frame tremblés under the
shadow ol the temptier,--what will bring vyou to your-
selvex, to peace and to health, but the cool breath of
the Tmmaculate and the fragrance of the Rose of
Sharon —Xewmen,

.-

When days are short and nights are long,
When south-east gales are going strong,
When trees uproot and rainclouds burst,
‘Wild winter then is at its worst.

Then is the time for colds and chills,

For sore throat, coughs, and kindred ills ;
But such afflictions all endure

Who trust to Woods’ Peppermint Cure,
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