
SMILE-RAISERS.
Teacher: “Johnny,' what is a hypocrite?”

-Johnny: “A kid wot comes to school with a
smile on his face.”

- ■■

“My father and I know everything in the world,’*
said a small boy to his companion.

“All right,” said the latter, “Where’s Asia?”
It was a stiff question, but the little fellow

answered coolly, “That’s one of the things my father
knows.”

“What is memory, father?” asked a boy.
“Memory, my boy,” answered the father, “is that

tired, despairing feeling which starts over you when
you listen to a friend’s original stories.”

Irate Passenger (who has managed to board, a
motor-bus that didn’t stop): “Suppose I’d slipped
and lost a leg, what then

Conductor (kindly): “You wouldn’t have to do
any more jumpin’ then. We always stop for a man
with a crutch.” -

Mr. Cross: “Carrie, you should not try to sing
when you are shaking with chills.

Carrie; “I didn’t have chills. I was practising
on my tremolo.”

“Billy’s going to sue the company for damages.”
“Why? Wot did they do to ’im?”
“They blew the quittin’ whistle when ’e was

carryin’ a ’eavy piece of iron, and ’e dropped it on ’is
foot.”

“Smell anything, grandmother?” asked the
youngster who was lying on the floor drawing.

Grandmother assured him she did not.
The young artist gave a few finishing touches

and repeated his question. Grandmother sniffed the
air, and again declared she smelled nothing.

“Well,” said the boy, “you ought to. I have just
drawed a skunk!”

Vicar’s Wife: “I must tell you, Mrs. Wurzle, my
son has just won a scholarship and goes to college.
The Vicar and I hardly know how to express our
delight.”

Mrs. Wurzle: “Oh, I quite understands, mum.
You must feel like me and my ole man did when our
pig took first prize oop at the show.”

The vicar was about to give out the banns of a
marriage when he discovered he could not find the
book. However, he began, groping meanwhile for the
lost volume.

“I publish the banns of marriage between— be-
tween ” , ,

“Between the cushion and the seat, sir,” whis-
pered the verger, hoarsely, suddenly realising what
the vicar was looking for.,

SCIENCE SIFTINGS
By “Volt.”

Influence of Snow.
Snow has its advantages as well as drawbacks.It is Nature’s means of protection, and the springingblades of wheat coming through the surface of thesoil feel not the biting wind or nipping frost if they

are safely protected by a mantle of snow. . It is said,too, by those who have made close investigations as
scientists, that there are fertilising properties in the
snow which are helpful to crops, and thus in her own
way Nature does her bit to help the cultivator, apartfrom the provision of protection and moisture.

Underground Canal.
The most remarkable canal in the world is the

one between Worsley and St. Helens, in the Northof England. It is sixteen miles long and undergroundfrom end to end. In Lancashire the coalmines are
very extensive, half the county being undermined.
Many years ago the managers of the Duke of Bridge-water’s Estates thought. they could save money bytransporting the coal underground instead of on the
surface; therefore, the canal was constructed and the
mines connected and drained at the same time.
Ordinary canal boats are used, the power being fur-
nished by men. The tunnel arch over the canal is
provided with crosspieces, and the men who do the
work of propulsion lie on their backs on the loads of
coal, and push with their feet against the cross-
bars of the roof.

Sunstroke.
It is not often that people in New Zealand run

much risk of sunstroke, but the fierce heat sometimes
experienced makes a warning or two necessary (says
an exchange). Sunstroke usually follows exposure of
the top and back of the head and the back of the
neck to prolonged sun-heat, and it is therefore theseparts which need particular attention. A hat which
shades the face but leaves the back of the head un-
covered or unprotected is quite useless, although
women who dress their hair low on the nape of the
neck have an additional protection in this. A scarf
or thick veil wound round the hat and allowed to
fall at the back so as to cover the neck and upper part
of the shoulders is as much as is usually necessary inthis climate. Needless to say, a hat or head covering of
some sort should always be worn when the sun is veryhot, or a bad headache, at the very least, is likely to
ensue. Should sunstroke occur it must be treated at
once. The patient should lie down in a cool, airy
room, and cold water should be poured over his head
and temples. Iced water or ice should, be applied to
the crown and front of the head, and constant fanningshould be kept up to create a current of air. The
room Should be darkened, and the patient should lie
flat on the back with his head slightly raised. Adoctor should be sent for at once. Sunstroke is easilymistaken by the layman for apoplexy or intoxication.
Many of the symptoms are similar, those peculiar to
sunstroke being convulsions, the rapid shallow pulse,and the intensely hot, burning condition of the skin.
This latter symptom is very marked.
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Gregg Shorthand
Has so many advantages over old-time systems, is so
superior to them in SPEED and LEGIBILITY, and
can be learned so much more QUICKLY and EASILY
that it has become the STANDARD SYSTEM OF
AMERICA, and is rapidly becoming the leading system
■—: of the World. : —L_l
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PILES
Can be Instantly, relieved and quickly cured by the useof BAXTER’S PILE. OINTMENT. This excellent
remedy has been a boon to hundreds of. sufferers all
over New Zealand. Sent post free on receipt of 2/6in stamps, or postal notes, by—•-
WALTER BAXTER ... CHEMIST, TIMARU.
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