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NEW CHURCH AT DEVONPORT
FOUNDATION STONE CEREMONY.

The solemn blessing of the foundation stone of
the new church at Devonport was attended by several
hundred parishioners and their friends on Sunday,
February 16. His Lordship Dr. H. W. Cleary, Bishop
of Auckland, officiated, and with him were- the Rev-
Father M. Furlong (Rector), Dean Cahill, and Fathers
Golden, Holbrook, Bradley, and O’Byrne.

After the religious ceremony speeches were de-
livered by his Lordship the Bishop, Mr. W. J. Napier,
Mr. A. Harris, M.P., Mr. A. E. Glover, M.P., and
Mr. J. Henderson, Mayor of Devonport.
. His Lordship the Bishop, in complimenting the
Rector and people of Devonport on the zeal and energy
they had displayed in pushing the work ahead, drew
an analogy between a lighthouse and the magnificent
monument to the glory of God which was being erected
in Devonport. The function of the lighthouse was to
warn mariners' of shoals and breakers ahead and guide
them safely into harbor. The church would be the
lighthouse from which warning would go out against
the shoals which threatened the safety of the soul.
In concluding, he asked everyone present to shoulder
his or her full share of the burden in defraying the
cost of the new building.

Mr. W. J. Napier gave an interesting resume of
the history of the parish from the day, many years
ago, when six or seven people used to meet together
in the public school to assist at Holy Mass, down to
the present day. He made an earnest appeal to all to
do their duty in the matter of subscribing to the
building fund.

Mr. A. E. Glover, M.P., snoke of the architectural
beauty of the new church, which, he said, was a credit
to the Catholic community, and which would be an
ornament to Devonport.

Mr. A. Harris, M.P., said that as one who was
not a Catholic lie would like the Catholics of Devonport
to accept his hearty congratulations on the progressive
spirit they were displaying in erecting such a fine
building. He wished the project every success.

A very happy speech was that of Mr. J. Hender-
son, Mayor of Devonport, while congratulating the
Catholic body on the fine building they were erecting,
said he was proud to be a member of the kirk next
door, which, by its good example in erecting a modern''
church, had urged the Catholics to do likewise.
(Laughter and applause.) His fervent hope was that
the Anglicans, who owned the section on the other
side, would soon commence building operations. As
competition was good for business, he thought it might
also be beneficial to religion. With the three churches
together the members of each would strive in friendly
rivalry, each in their own way, to further the greater
honor and glory of God, and, at the same time, main-
tain the cordial relations which have ever existed be-
tween the various religious bodies in Devonport.

At this stage the collectors entered upon their
duties, and to good purpose, the collection yielding
£220. During the afternoon suitable music was ren-
dered by the choir, under the direction of Mr. Leo
Whittaker, A.T.C.L. At the conclusion of afternoon
tea, which was provided by the ladies of the parish,
Father Furlong expressed his thanks, and the thanks
of the church committee to those who had contributed

so liberally to the cost of the new church. He par-ticularly wished,' to thank those friends of other faiths
who were present for their kindly interests, and m
many cases for their liberality.

I.he old wooden church, with its picturesque spire,which has served the needs of Devonport for many
years, is fast disappearing. The new structure, whichis of Gothic design, is being built <round the presentchurch. The outer walls, to a height of five feet, willbe in rough cast, above that a red pressed brick willbe used. The roof will be of Marseilles tiles. Withthe green slopes of Mount Victoria for a background,the new church should be very pleasing to the eye.

WHAT THE IRISH HAVE DONE.
Let the Americans realise that there is ho sym-pathy with Germany as such in Ireland,” says ShaneLeslie in a recent issue of the Philadelphia PublicLedger , “only from time to time an exasperated peopleare made to feel that it is the only expression of senti-

ment on their part to which the Government pays noattention. The Irish Nationalists have taken the fieldin a proportion to which the American critic should payheed. There are a few homes which have not suffereda casualty in the war. Taking the Irish Volunteers inIreland and England and Scotland, for there have been
just as many Irish in English as English in Irish regi-
ments, it can be shown that 40,000 Irishmen of Irishblood and sympathies have perished in the war, and
indeed there are higher estimates. If the Americanpeople suffer as many casualties in proportion to their
population as Ireland, they will have a right to salutethen mourning land as a land of heroes. For thesereasons all violence of word is to be deprecated. Far
nioie can be achieved by the sympathetic acceptanceof Ireland’s cause as part and parcel of the Alliedcause, the cause if not individualism, at least of self-
determination among all groups that by their history of
geography or conscious wish and will are countable asnations.”
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Church of Our Lady Queen of
Peace, Roxburgh

TO THE CATHOLIC PEOPLE OF NEW
ZEALAND.

Every Catholic heart these days beats with grati-tude to God, the Giver of all good gifts, for ijis bless-ing of Peace, which we, in common with the greatCatholic soldier, Marshal Foch, believe has come inanswer to prayer. Catholic faith and instinct urge usto show our heartfelt gratitude in some act of piety.May I suggest as a most suitable thanksgiving an offer-ing towards the building of the Church of Our LadyQueen of Peace? This church is now being built.
Rev. D. O’Neill,

Roxburgh.


