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IRELAND’S PLACE IN THE SUN

No moare illuminating writer on the strategy and
aims of the great war has appeared than Mr. Frank
Simonds, whose syndicated weekly resumés hais ap-
peared in the San Francisco Chrowicle. e has re-
cently lent his powerful pen to the cause of the libera-
tion of small nations under the yoke of the Central
Powers. When requested by Rev. Franecis McCarthy,
of San Leandro, to say something in behalf of justice
to a subject nation of the Allies, namely Ireland,
in regard te her right to a place in a League of
Nations, Mr. Simonds replied : —

“I have the interest in Treland that you would
expect from one whose prandfather and grandwother
were born there: and I shall hope in time to do what
I can for the cause of Treland.”

The whole world 1s now interested in irveland's
case, which will be a test proof of the sincerity of the
Allies when they claim the war was fought for the
right of self-determination by small nations and govern-
ment by the consent of the governed. It is all yight
Lo starrd for the liberation of hitle peoples under the

Yoke of encomy powers, hol U= a0 differont story when
CUO'E oW 0N s rored.

With the richis of free speeel and a0 Tree press
gradually being restorad in the Uniied States, mass

meetings will soou he held tn every place where lovers
of liberly dwell {o hring the viehi of Freland to self-
cavernment aid her release from Prussion domination
hy the stranzer before the attention of the Peace
Conference.

Britizh proparanda has been busy latelv {rying
to make of I[reland an ouilaw nation Leeauss she re-
belled apainst Prussianizn at howme. Captain Malo-
ney, of the British Armv, throws the searchlivht of
truth on these hlackmailineg cchemes in the last twa
ssues of Awesrime. TTe shiows how America owes &
debt of gratitude 1o Treland because slie helped the
colontes to gain their independence, even as the French
Catholics helped ns.  National eratitude demands that
the United States in turn should assist Treland 1o
obtain her freedom.

Tu the last ilssue of fmesica Captain Maloney
gives the English aspect of the Trish issue and shows
how Euglaud denies Trelaud's rivhts to liherty on the
ground that the Ewerald Isle is loo poor, backward.
and divided for self-govermmnent.

Englisl: goverument in Treland meaus force and
coercion of wuwilling subjects. It is parallelled by
German usurpation in Poland. “Nations in beine
vanguished are made poor and weak and kept so te
keep them subject.’” savs Captain Maloney. A a
further military precaution, conguered peoples are
degraded, divided, and colonised Iy the wvictor.”
While Britain abroad champions the cause of Grecee.
Hungary, Toland, Cuecho-Slovak, Juso Slav, and
others, she now holds Ireland from freedow.

“Tt is mot necessary further to wultiplv instances
to prove that the English aspect of the Irish issue has
ever been what it now is, the conventianal aspect of a
conquerer to a conquered peaple; and if lo-day he
any guide to the morrow, England intends {o coutinue
to apply to Ireland, so far as America will permit.
those standards which another arbitrary power was
also wout to follow in dealing with subject peoples now

happily fres.

“*America, the belligerent, might permit an asso-

cizte much that is fortunately mot American either in
principle or in purpose, even the English aspect of the
Irish issue, because of the necessity to substilute the
Awerican for the German aspect of certain other

national issues deemed nere urgent.

The armistice

is now signed; these issues are in process of satisfac-
tory ratification; the substitution of the American
for the English aspect of the Trish issue, the institution
in Ireland of government only by the consent of the
veople, is now in grder.”’

THE MOTIIER.

(For the XN.Z. Tablet.)
The one she loves is saying Mass—
How fervently she hears
The rich words of that drama grand,
Tler Te Deum of years!
Iter Te Deum of anxious days,
Of care, of love, of thought,
The To Denn' sho offers God,
Wha granted what sho sought.

Now consummated is her lite
Could heart desire onght. more

Than see Lo stand in God's own robes
The little son she bore?

"T'is hard 1o see him for her eycs
Tho' ones =0 young, o Lright,

Have long srown dim, they seem to need
The rays of Ifeaven's light,. ’

Her work-worn hands that once werc soft,
As pink as inner shells,

Are hardened with the long day’s toil
Of which each deep link tells:

The dear, old cheeks are faintly flushed
With joy, with love, with pride,

Just as they bloomed when once she stood,
[Tis lather’s sweet young bride.

O God, but who is she to know
The transport of such joy,

To see the white Ilost raised on high
To know that priest her boy !

To steal so softly to the rail—
God gave lher strength——"tis he

Her son who gives 1o her the Lord!
That this should really be!

Too deep —too strong the joy she feels
Tor that old heart to hold,

She simply feels she docs not know
How (tad her thanks be told!

Could she_but frame some jewelled speech
To write on page of gold—

But yet the glory of her joy
Would still be half untold!

Now Ite Missa est-——the end -
The pray’vs have all heen said.
They seek to rouse her from her trance,
And find his mother dead!
Yes, in the language angels speak
Bhe told to God her joy,
To 11im Who for IIis servant chose
Her own—her only boy.
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