
26 NEW ZEALAND TABLET (Thursday, March 6, 191&
towards saving him. If he meditated three times every
day for the week on the elementary eternal truths
which any Catholic school-boy could teach him what a
difference it would make in his non-narrow and worldly
mind. ‘ How much on-narrower and how much less
worldly it would be when it had been hammered into
Mr. Hanan that there is a God above Who will judge
us all. Ministers of Education included; that it will not
profit a man anything to gain scholarships if he lose his
immortal soul; that the fear of God is'the" beginning
•of wisdom and a far better control of conduct than
platitudes of pretentious poseurs. If he made a start
there we might actually succeed in getting him. to
realise that there are persons in the world who are ten
thousand times * more broad-minded than he, who are
spiritual-minded as well as being men of the world,
whose vision is not confined to their own interests, who
have forgotten more about education than he will ever
learn, who have found out for themselves that unless
education is based on such elementary principles of
Christianity as we have mentioned, schools and Minis-
ters of Education become stumbling-blocks and pitfalls
to a people; who know—and is it hopeless to hope that
he will ever come to know ?that only when the charac-
ters of the young are formed upon such principles can
there be any sure warranty for expecting an improve-
ment in the moral and social life of the country.
Principles and character! Give our Minister a pipe
and set him to roam around the rocks where the voice
of the eternal sea may shut out the raucous applause
of his P.P.A. friends and remind him that there are
bigger things at stake than bowing and smiling to a
group of No-Popery experts who assure him that he is
the man of the day and that his “system” has their
blessing. Perhaps there he might realise that a
principle is not a thing begotten of abstract platitudes
about honor and duty, about culture and efficiency, and
that the most unprincipled scoundrel could rave about
such things as eloquently as a saint. A principle is
something deep and vital; something that must be
burned into the soul so. as to become part of it, a secret
spring of action, a controlling force, a headline of
conduct. Only by impressing principles on the minds
of the young can character be moulded : by right Chris-
tian principles, Christian character; and by wrong
material principles, character that is not Christian,
whatever else it may be. A character formed on the
principles of the Ten Commandments will always be a
good characterin as far as those principles mould it;
a character formed on the theory that Almighty God,
and religion, and supernatural motives for being chaste
and truthful and honest are worth so little that Mr.
Hanan has no room for him in his “system” is likely
to be the sort ,of character that will cause men to come
together and wonder what may be done to stop the
rot.
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Yes, having found out at fifty-nine minutes past
the eleventh hour that things are very bad, socially
and morally, Mr. Hanan proposes to come in in loro
parentis as a remedy. Now Mr. Hanan can no more
take the place of parents than he can make people be-
lieve that he is doing any good for the country in his
own place. God gave to parents the right and the
obligation to see to the education of their children,
and if Mr. Hanan only saw to it that his schools were
calculated to help parents instead of hindering them
we should have more reason to respect him and to
think there was something in his non-narrow and
worldly mind. But Mr. Hanan is not going to usurp
the rights of parents unless the parents of the Dominion
are greater fools than we take them to be. When the
schools are reformed, and when they have begun to
teach children that religion and the law of God deserve
more respect' than money-making, they will react on
the homes and in' time improve them; at present what-
ever irreligious tendency is among the elders is intensi-
fied by the fact that the wiseacres, the non-narrow-
minded worldly men in office, preach by their practice
that the control of sound religious education is not
worth bothering about, that it is less important than

knowing where Timbuctoo or Chemulpho is. And if3Mr. Hanan wants to know where to begin let him beginwith himself ; let him open . his eyes and see that every
man to whom social and religious life are dear has
made up his mind that the cause of the laxity of moral
fibre and the anarchical tendencies so manifest in the
Dominion is to be found in those very schools about
which the Minister of Education receives so many com-
pliments from so, many doubtful judges. . The ‘'sys-
tem may give a youth a thin veneer of culture it
may teach how to attain rectitude in parting the hair,
or cleanliness in the care of the teeth but it can never
give the key to that rectitude of the heart and that
cleanness of soul without which platitudes and pre-miums are as worthless as dust. We do not want, young
people who can

“Lie upon the daisies and discourse in novel phrases
of their complicated state of mind,

While meaning doesn’t matter if its only idle chatter
of a transcendental kind.”

We want men and women who live by the law of the
Gospel and who know in their humility that they need
God’s help to enable them to be true to ideals which
any man can preach about. Mr. Hanan’s applicationfor a job in loco 'parentis is declined; when step-
mothers, who are proverbially neglectful of the interests
of children, are wanted let him apply. In olden days
one of the Pharaohs had a Minister called Joseph; and
when people came to him for help or sound advice he
told them, “Go to Joseph.” We have our Minister,
but for advice or help we would send no man to him;
and, instead of saying as Pharaoh used to say, we
would far rather say, “Go, Joseph, and go quickly.”

NOTES
The Glamor of Dublin”

There are cities on the Continent that haunt one
and woo one forever and a day by their old-world
charm and loveliness. The English cities are too close
to modern life with its hurry and its anxiety to affect
one in the same way, but there are many towns and
cities in Ireland which once known can never be for-
gotten. Greatest and most powerful of them all is
Dublin, with its beautiful Bay, its background of his-
toric hills among which the ghosts of ancient warriors
move still and where a patriot may dream of swords
and spears that will one day gleam in battle for Erin
again. Many books might be written about the old
Dublin houses with their marble mantelpieces and their
rich ceilings and carved cornices and stately rooms
in which in former days the men of Grattan’s Parlia-
ment foregathered. There is history in the streets
wherever you turn. Here it was that Lord Edward
the fine flower of romance and chivalry of the Rebel-
lion of —was taken; there Swift lived and Stella’s
heart broke; Emmet and Tone ‘ walked here; Gold-
smith passed under that archway; that house at the
corner welcomed Davis; and that other echoed the
beautiful Gaelic tongue as spoken by Pearse. Chapel-
izod recalls the story of Iseult. A few miles away in
Glendalough you are in a deep valley by a lovely lake
shut in by purple hills, and all around you are mem-
ories of the great bishop, St. Laurence O’Toole. All
the history of Ireland, all its romance and poetry and
sorrow are in the streets of Dublin still. The ghosts
of the immortal past walk side by side with the kind-
liest and brightest and wittiest people in the whole
wide world.

A New Book About Dublin
We have before us a little volume which tells us

all this beautifully and tenderly. It is a Talbot Press
publication, by D. L. Kay. Our copy is', the first that
has arrived here but it will not be the last. It is a
book for a quiet half-hour of reverie, a book for those
who love to dream of the ancient ' glories" of Erin ‘and
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