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CARDINAL BOURNE ON THE ENDING OF THE
WAR .

PROBLEMS OF THE COMING PEACTE.

Avenging justice is an Integral part of charity —
the charity which, in the hour of victory, we owe to
our enemies. Cardinal Mercier stated that fact nearly
two years ago when the power to deal justly with their
enemies was still far from the hands of the Allies.
His words were gquoted aud insisted upon in a state-
ment which the London Obserrer was privileged to
obtain from the Archbishop of Westminster, Cardinal
Bourne, before the close of the war. [lis Eminence said :

““The terrible strain of war is now at last approach-
ing its end. Only a few months ago it seemed as _if 1t
might be indefinitely prolonged. The sudden peril at
the end of March and the beginning of April roused
the whole nation and Eumpive to a seus>, never before
felt to the same degree, of imminent and present
danger. The unity of comwmand uuder the supreme
leadership of a soldier of outstanding genius aud deep
relicious conviction which was {he imimediate outcome
of that black lortnicht has vesulted in a change in the
Lattle area, ecast amd wesd, o stupendous ax to be

terimed by sonwe puraculons, Thic ot Jeast b cortain
pravers nf a public apd pational chavacter have ducine
i—llﬂ Inst fow wmentha boen ‘rwrlln'n'ri feathy 1o the Throne
of God with a ferver and frequence ol reached ju 1he
carliry stages of the war.  Those who helieve ave con-

ecious that the Almighty Las not failed {o give car
to their supplications,

“livery week brings us nearer to the day when
the fival issues st be decided, not in the field of
combat, but at the vouneil table. Those who have
shown themselves staunch and brave and much-
enduring in the often clouded seazans of the past four
years will have to show forth truth and justice and self-
restraint as the brieht san of the smumer of vietory
begins to dawn upon them.  (od’s help aud guidance.
invoked by constaut praver. mre needed now asx wuch
as, if not more than, 1 the past.

The Tmmediate Need.

““The immediaie need is that there e no relaxa-
tion of the self-impoesed diseipline whielr has hitherto
prevailed. Food and fuel must be sparsely used even
when peace has come, and due econowuy 1n thelr use Is
till then a condition of complete victory.  The years
that have passed in war lhave been so rearred by sadness
and tragedy, so many in onr midst have hearts sorrow-
laden by their personal bereavements, that there is
small fear that our rejoicing when pence is definitely
proclaimed will lack the soberness and restraint that
must mark all true and humble thankspiving which is
worthy of heing cffered to God.  Let there be none of
the light-hearted and unworthy manifestations which
some years ago wmarked owr victory 1o a very different
struggle.

The Christjan™s Duty.

"What is to be our bearing when, conscious of
God’s help in the day of our direst need, we ave en-
titled to hold ourselves as victors and are in the pre-
sence of a conquered fae? No one has set forth more
clearly than the great Archbishop of Malives, Cardinal
Mercier, the precise nature of Christian duty In such
circumstances. In his letter of January, 1917, his
Eminence traces with masterly hand the place which
anger and passion and the spirit of just vengeance, as
opposed to the vice of hatred, have in the wvirtue of
charity. :

““We are entitled to full-and adequate reparation
for the injuries and wrongs so wantenly, so mnjustly, so
unneeessarily inflicted upon us and our Allies by these
who, for their own ends, provoked this awful struggle.
Wa are entitled—mnay, it is our duty—to take all law-
ful means to render remote and impossible the renewal

“of such unjust provocation. It will be seen how far
these principles carry us from the foolish cry inspired
by subversive elements in Russia some months ago of
‘no indemnities and no annexations.’

““The task before the Allied nations is to mingle
justice rightly with charity. As Cardinal Mercier says,
‘There is no Christian justice without charity, and no
charity without justice. And as avenging justice is a
Part of the virtue of justice, there is no charity without
avenging justice.  To desive to close our eyes to in-
justice, under the pretext of hercism in charity, and
to allow the ememy to commit crimes with impunity
because he is the euemy, is ta fail to recognise tne
sovercign and necessary sway of charity in the organi-
sation of the moral, individual, and eocial life of
Christianised humanity.’

'No Place for Undying Hatreds.”

“But when punishment has been inflicted, -when
reparation has been mnade, when there is solid evidencs
that the wrong done is acknowledged and that there
is ne desire to repeat it in the future, when -hrre
are real signs of sorrow aud atonement then we must
be prepared to give the place in the world’s development
even to our enemies which their natural abilities and
their legitimate achievements may justly claim for
them. There should be no place for undying hatreds.

“This is the strenuous work to which the statesmen
ol the world will soon be called. Tt is lhoped that it
s already engaging their fullest attention. If the
work he well done we niay look forward to a stable and
cwrdiring peace, perhaps even to the realisation of the
dreawm of a4 permanent League of Nations. If the
work he done too hastily aud without sufficient care, if
4 settlenient be accepted which leaves even one inter-
national prohlem unsolved, those who come after us
in the second or third generation may have to face
again the same and grester horrors of interuational
warfare in their day.

“May God be with us and guide those who have
the handling of such weighty matters to a prudent,
wise, just, and truly Christian conclusion. May all the
Allied nations uphold those who are called to guide
their destinies by striving to tread the true, straight
conrse of mingled charity and justice.”

Christianity and Labor.

Tu “conclusion, Cardival Bourne spoke of those
social developinents and reforms which in this, as in ail
conntries, must be the great business of the coming days
of peace. “'There are millions of people,”” he said,
“for whom the necessary conditions of life are unever
reilised. ANl their lives they are forced to be content
with dwellings that are badly built and equipped,
unfit for a growing family, and wanting in ordinary
conveniences. They are tied by the exigencies of their
daily toil Lo a particular locality, and must perforce
put up with the accommodation that they can find.
Their weekly income will never rise bevond a miserable
pittance; before their eyes iz ever the spectre of the
possibility of unemployment. :

“But there is nothing in the nature of things to
vender such a condition in any way NECessary, It
cannot. be ureed that the goods of this world ave in-
suficient for the maintenance of all those who dwell
therein.  On every side there are evidences of wealth
and plenty.  Mouey is acguired and heaped up in the
ownership of individuals to such an extent that it must
Le quite impossible for the possessor adequately Lo con-
trol either its acquixition or its outlay.

“SBuch conditions are clearly uwnnatural and ab-
normal.  The poor man is forced to struggle for his
living wage obtained too often at the cost of strikes
which paralyse industry. The rich are led to think
that the accumulation of wealth is the main object
of Tifz, aud the strike is fought by the lock-out.  In
both cases the sauctification and salvation of souls
created for an eternal destiny are exposed to needless
jeapardy. Meanwhile theve is wealth in plenty to
satisfy both worker and capitaliet. ) i

“The problem to be solved is to find a way of dis-
tributing the surplus wealth so that the poor man,
manual laborer, or inferior clerk may have the ad-
ditional remuncration that he so urgently needs ; and
the rich man no longer receive the heaped-up increment

which lie in no sense requires and cannot efficiently con-
trol.
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