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stricken or were stricken down themseclves. God might
have called others to Ilimself, Lut in Ilis wisdom Ile
chose Fathers Kinkead, Cronin, and Lewis to receive
their reward the soonest. 1 think that there is a
special heroism in the priesls who worked so nobly and
who laid down theiv lives in the recent epidemic. This
diocese had already sent several priests to the front
as chaplains. All did well, and we have had to mourn
the death in action or from wounds of two splendid
men-—Fathers McMenamin and Dore. But the chap-
lain at the frout who ministers amid shot and shell fo
the soldiers under his care i1s surrounded even in the
eyes of the world with a certain hale. The applause
of men, the gratitude of his boys, aud of the relatives
of those whom he may have attended in their last
moments, all this brings comfort to his soul and is a
reward even here below.  Aud if he falls, as our priests
have fallen, he is already acclaimed by the world not
only a hero but a martyr.

But the priest at home, following his duily routine
of duties, earns no such applause, though his work
may be hard and monotonous, and though he may be
ready when the oceasion comes to face dangers more
insidious than those of the battlofields, and lay down
his life as these noble priests whow we honor to-day
have done. These men worked ay all goud priests work,
not for this world nor for its applause. but for a Master
Who sees all things, even their secret motives, and
Who will reward with rewards far Lbevond the wildest
dreams of imagination. Fathers Cronin, Winkead, and
Lewis were typical specimens of the priests of the
Catholic Church whom so many iu the world mis-
understand and misrepresent. They are the kind of
men who are so often accused of standiuy between the
soul and its Creator, aud ol preventiuz its free inter-
course with God. Those who say these thinegs, whether
they be ignorant or dishonest, junove the fact that
Christ made His priests an essential part of 1Tis Church,
which ile establishied for the suivation of souls. They
igneore the fact that the Sacraments, especially at the
hour of death, are the Catholics’ most priceless and

longed-for treasures, and that veu cannot have the
Sacraments without priests. A these things they

forget or ignore, and they lovk upon the priest merely
as an intriguer or an organizer of men for their owa
profit or for the injury of other sectivns of the com-
munity. They praise, or rather they fear, the Church’s
wonderful organisation, which, they assert. extends
even to the political field and to the world of business.
Little do they know that the Chuvel’s chief strenuth
and its unity of action, in cerlain occasions especially,
comes not from organisation as the world understands
it, but from the Catholic faith and the Culholie in-
tuition, which instinctively, and without any diveetion
from the clergy at all, knows for eertain what course
to take In every great crisis. 1t comes from the
ever-abiding presence of the Tloly Ghost, Who is with
the laity as well as with the <leruv, guiding them and
directing them as a Dbody to fulfil Cod's purposes in
everything.

This is, then, the secret of that wonderiul union
which exists between Catliolies and their priests all the
world over. This is why Catholics, even thess who
have been careless for yeavs, cry out for the priest and
his ministrations whenever Lhere is danger,  And this
18 the reason, alsc. why the CUatholic priest will ga
anywhere for his people, and will face death itself
without the slightest hesitation in order to minister to
them.  This is why the priest gives up home and culs
himsalf loose [remr all ties of family or kindred, that
he may be able to devote himsell entirely to Lhe ser-
vies of his people.  This is why he has to go through
a long and severe training to fit him fur the life of
constant sacrifice and self-deuial that will he his after
his ordination. And though tle good priest may
have his consolations and encouragements they are
not such as the world pives, or such as the man of the
world looks for, and perhaps requires. No doubt there
ts human solace in the esteem and pratitude of his
pecple, who know his worth and his work, but even this
is too often withheld from the life of the Priest, Cod,
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however, secs his life and his work and will reward
him as He alone kwows how.

Now, as 1T have said, the three priests whose loss
we mourn to-day, were typical specimens of the
ordinary priest of God. Two of them had labored for
eight years in different positions in the archdiocese;
one had just recently been ordained. They did their
work, wherever they were placed, quietly and con-
scientiously.  They made no stir in the great world
around them. Their names were searcely ever before
the public in the daily prints. They never sought
cheap advertisement nor the passing praise of men.
They attended to their spiritual work and to their
priestly duties.  They said their Mass, they baptised,
they absolved, they dispeused the Bread of Life, they
preached and instructed their people and the little
ones in the saving truths of Christ.  All these things
may seem ordinary and commonplace to the world, but
in the sight of God how far from commenplace they
were.  Just try and mmagine the number of graces that
must have flowed inte souls through their ministry
during the short years that they exercised it. Think
of the numbers to whom the merits of the Precious
Blood were applied.  Think of the sins washed away
and of the souls made resplendent with sanctifying
grace and objects of beauty i the sight of God and His
angels. Can you imagine anything more sublime than
these things?  Yet such were the things these men were
constantly doing while they ministered as priests of
God. And if to help towards the salvation of even
oue soul is worth moere than all human achievement ;
estimate, if you can, what Fathers Kinkead, Cronin,
and Lewis must have accomplished during their lives
as priests.  And when the occasion came, they who
had always done their work quietly, rose nobly to it
and displayed a heroism and an utter disregard of
death that is characteristic of every true priest.  They
worked amongst their stricken people until they them-
selves went down, and it pleased God to call them to
Ilimuseli.

And so they died, and in this archdiocese another
bright page has been added to the long record of noble
hercisin on the part of the Catholic priesthood. Their
deaths, within one short week of each other, have been
a severe loss to the archdiocese, especially at the prsent
time, but thewr heroic self-sacrifice will bring down
many a Dblessing upon all. The pecple among whom
they labored and for whom tliey gave their lives will
bless their memory and remember their souls before the
Throne of God.  And, while you thauk God that He
has vouchsafed to givp the Church in this young Do-
minion such noble priests, be more than ever resolved
that vou will always profit by tleir teaching and
example. DPray for your dead priests, that they may
all the sooner entsr inte the fulness of their reward.
Pray for your living priests, that they may obtain from
the Most ITigh every grace to enable themn to emulate
the deeds of their devoted confveres who have passed
hence, and every grace to discharge wisely as well as
fearlessly the duties of their sublime office, and thus
be the means of bringing salvation to countless souls.
And, as the lope of these good priests was “full of
immortalify,”” so, also, may ours be, when God calls
ns to go before Him. ‘‘Eternal rest grant unto them,
O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.”

The devotion—or worship, as we say in our Qld
English speech——to the Blessed Virgin which the Cath-
olic Church teaches to her children, may be best defined
in these words: it is the love and veneration which
was paid te her by ler Diving Son and 1lis disciples,
and such as we should have borne to her if we had bheen
on earth with H)Pm; and it is alan the love and vensora-
tion we shall bear to her next after her Divine Son
when, through prace, we see Him in His kingdom.—
Cardinal Manning.
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