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ruinations which equally demonstrate their efficiency
in the same field of action. As a matter of fact the
United States Government is prepared to do this. A
recent, well-authenticated report makes it clear that
the President, or rather the War Department, has
officially approved of the Knights of Columbus as an
agency for work among Catholics, placing it on an
equal footing with the Y.M.C.A. To come back to
New Zealand again; If the funds and the support
granted to the Y.M.C.A. by the authorities here are
granted, not because it is a Protestant organisation, but
solely because of its efficiency, then, as in the United
States, the Government must be prepared to support
other organisations, no matter of what denomination,
providing that they are efficient agencies for social and
physical work among the men. If the Government of
New Zealand does not do this it is acting unjustly to-
wards the general public and towards the various
denominations which are doing perhaps just as good
work among the men as is done by the Y.M.C.A.
Similar organisations are controlled by the Anglicans,
by the Salvation Army, and Catholics have the Fede-
ration, which from the very beginning has done splen-
did work among the soldiers. When Sir James Allen
extends to all these the same patronage as he has
extended to the Y.M.C.A. the public will have no
reason to complain : until he. does this we have every

reason to accuse his department of showing unwarranted
favor, at the public expense, to a sectarian organisation.

CORRESPONDENCE

[We do not hold ourselves responsible fur opinions
expressed by our correspondents .]

DOMINION HOME RULE
To the Editor.

Sir,— According to the leading article in the Tablet
of July 26, Mr, George Russell’s proposed scheme of
Home Rule for Ireland embodied in “Thoughts for a
Convention” presents a bold plan for the solution of
the question on the lines of “full” Colonial self-govern-
ment. With your permission I should like to say a
few words on this question with the object of showing
that there is no reasonable probability that the British
Government will be in favor of a settlement on these
lines. Although in matters of this nature the boldest
plan is sometimes the best (witness the case of South
Africa), the English temperament seems instinctively
to favor a middle course. They seem to act on the
maxim of Edmund Burke, that “all good government
is built on compromise.”

Let me begin by pointing out that Colonial self-
government would virtually (though not theoretically)

mean Repeal of the Union-—that form ,of national
independence which has always been the ideal, of Irish
patriotism. Grattan’s Act enacted “the right claimed
by the people of Ireland to be bound by laws enacted by
his Majesty and the 'Parliament of that Kingdom
[lreland] in all cases whatsoever . . . shall be,
and is hereby declared to be, established and ascertained
forever,” and this was solemnly agreed to in the
English “Renunciation Act.” Under this Act the
English Parliament had no power to legislate for Ire-
land. Under the various Colonial Acts the Imperial
Parliament retains this power, but never, of its own
accord, exercises it.

With such a government as is possessed by each
of the free dominions, Ireland would have (to a certain
extent) a voice in the making of peace and war ; it
could have its own army and navy ; it could levy taxes
on all exports and imports ; it could give bounties to
nascent industries. In practice (as opposed to the
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ONE of the reasons for the very
wide-spread popularity of our
Children’s Clothing Departments

is the fact that they are stocked with
Apparel for little tots that appeals as
much to the children who wear the
goods as to the parents who pay for
them. On the ground of sound quality
and honest needlework, which ensure
lasting wear, the Parents are always
gratified, and the moderate prices com-
plete their satisfaction.

The Children’s Realm
at Beaths

Infants’ White Wool Polka Jackets,
hand-crocheted —

5/11 6/11 7/6
Infants’ White Wool Tidies, with

feet, machine knitted
4/9 5/6

infants' White Wool Toddling and
Carrying Coats, hand-crocheted

15/6 17/6 19/6
White Woollen Honeycomb Carry-

ing Shawls
10/6 12/6 14/6 to 25/-

Little Girls’ Wool Coats, machine-
knitted, in white, saxe, brown
and navy blue—

-20/ 21 /6 22/6 23/6 24/6
Boys’ Knickers, plain knees. Fox

Navy Serge, 4 to 12—
( 4/3 to 7/1 1

Children's Stockings in 1-1 ribs,
extra strong knees & toes, black -
only; made by famous “ Hole-
proof ” manufacturers

Sizes 3 4 5 6
1/9 1/11 2/1 2/3

BEATH & CO. LTD., Christchurch
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The Attainment of an Ideal
iu Herbert Marshall’s ideal was "none but the

y best’’ when he set out to produce the world’s
finest Pianoforte. And he attained his ideal after

four years’ experimenting by the greatest experts and
a large outlay of money. The world is all the richer

for the

Marshall & Rose Pianoforte
The full, pure, resonant tone of this superb instrument
gives listeners unqualified pleasure, producing as it
does such soul-stirring effects—from a sweet, clear, bell
tone to a deep organ-like flood of melody.

The Marshall it Rose is found in palaces and man-
sions, in famous schools of music, in leading private
studios, and in the homes of noted artists.

If possible call and see the beautiful models in our
Showroom : if you cannot call, write for catalogue and
full particulars. Old pianos taken in part payment.

ROBERT FRANCIS. LTD.
For Everything of the Best in Music

146 HIGH STREET - CHRISTCHURCH


