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CONSCRIPTION OF BROTHERS AND STUDENTS

-
RESOLUTIONS OF PROTEST.

Under the auspices of the Marist Brothers' Old
Boys'  Association a crowded and most enthusiastic
meeling of Catholic laymen was held on Wednesday
evening, August 1. in the ilibernian 11all, Awnckland.
Long belfore the proceedings commenced the hall was
packed : seating accommodation was overtaxed, larye
numbers beiuy obliged to stand.  One could easily dis-
cern the simmering excitement and high teusion run-
ning through the assemblage, aud above all there was
4 downright earnestness in evidence which during the
evening was made ananifest.  The proceedings were
from first to last of & dignitied, lofty tone, begotten of
the sacred wnd high duty which called these men frow
every part of the cily, and miles beyvoud it It was a
memorihle guthering, ol will loug rvemain hupressed
o the minds of thoxe who huad the privilege 1y
cipate 1 1t

-

Mro Yugene Casev. president of the dMavist Birg
thers’ Old Bovs™ Club, prestded. and in his opening
rewarks said c--We have et to consider ove of the
1ost serions problems with which the Citholies of the
Donmvnion had a< vet A
conseription ol Mari for muilittary serviee.
’T}l(‘_\" were ool There to betate fo o other sections: ol {he

heen eondronted. namely,

Brothers

cotnmunity a- toowhat they shoald dnoan pensecnting
the bot achien their clorey andd wers
threatened with cowseription the Cathelie preenle eried
CHauds off.” The

Orders as an essential part aof the svstem of the (
1 A

Wi, 3ot heys

tholies veoarded the teachine

horeh,
They wauted to impress upon Uhe pubiie that e Maria
Brothers were as priests enganed in the wors of seculin
and religiots vouthy i el
In }‘]nf;lélid the clergy, rehipions teacher-, and relicious
students had not been vonseripted. wnd the Catholies
i New Zealaud wanted the treatment. A
plaweey 11 the Marist Brothers were faken, many o
their schools would have to be closed, but they wouhl
not relax in their efforts ta prevent the cause of Catl
olie education heinge sacrificed

Mro R MeVeavh woved 7 That this meetinr of
Catholic men respectfully protest acaimst the conserip-
tion of religious Brothers, and records its e
termination to prevent by all coustitutiona) means their
being taken from thelr eszential wnd lecitimate oceupa-
tion.”  Mr. MceVearh said that serious aud solenn
rights of the atholies were helng invaded, and it was
their duiv 1o a<k that the matter be remedied imme.
diately. A Tavge number of people did not understand
the pesition, according to resolutions publizhed in the
press. The conscription of Marist Brothers hmposed a
disability that wasx not put upon anv other seclion of
the community. and it was the dulv of any Government.
with the welfure of the people al heart to prevent that
disability and see that richl and justice were muin-
tained Loward all classes of ihe conmunily. (Applause.)

Mr. M. J. Shealian on seconding the motion said:
The resolution moved by Mr. MeVeaph must command
not only the whole-hearied support and syvmpathy of
Catholics. but of every person who believes in and ad-
heres to Christianity.  Cardinal Newman defined Chris-
tianitv as “‘universal benevolence.”” To-night we are
assembled to demand onr rightful share in that “funi
verral benevolence.’”” Ti cannot be =ald that the in
clusion of a dozen Marist Brothers in the New Zealtand
Expeditionary Forces would hasten bv ome day the

retion of e the
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latter’s arrival at Potsdam. It is not, therefore, for
military reasons the Brothers are required, bit for
guite another reasou: to injure, if uot to close up, our
Catholic schools.  No Government should be guilty of
such a crime.

The following resolution was proposed by Mr. P
Jo Nerheny- “That this meeting of Catholic men ex-
teud its sympathy te the individual menibers of reli-
gious Ovders who as loval citizens have Dleen placed
in a false position by the operation of ihe Military
Service Act.”  lu speaking to the resolution Mr. Ner-
heny said o1 was unnecessary for him to ask for sy~
puthy for the Brothers in the tvial to which they were
now subjeected.  They entered into the very lives of
vur people. They tosk in hand the education of our
childrer from childhood,  preparing them  for  their
first confession, communion, and conlivination. A de-
parting soldier had =aid to him (the speaker), “should
anytlung happen to mes 1ask you to see that my chil-
dren shall be educated by the Marizt Brothers.” VWas
Hoany wonder, then, that we resented anvy inlevference
with our Rrothers? ’

Mro Prendergast in secondiveg the wolion  said
that those crcantsations and pevsons wlho had thought
it o pass vesolutions o write letters Lo fhe UCWSPApPers
containing reflections on the Marist and Christian Bro-
thers by reasion of appeals for exemplion having heen
lndyed wers nat sare'y fully seized ol the position.
The Miitary Serviea Ay permitied exemiption from
service being granted where appellants were engaged
troessentit o nndaereies o ocenpatiens, The Brothers
exmential an industry as one
be satdd that the public schools
bt Catholies demancded something more
than the Eﬂl'!fin- ~onaats contd cive, .

were snrelv envazedl inoaz
ol eoneeive,

were avintaile,

Tominht

tiiey reguired reli-
ous destruction for then children and to e imparted
By thenr own teachiers To compe! the Brothers o
reavder anlitavy serviee was not ooly an injustice to
fhen whien e had devoted their lives 1o the areat
werk ol education. Lut was a0 edistine mjustiee to the
Cathinlne commnnity s whiel has evected and niat ained
sehreols ot consilira hle comt 1o thewsclves,
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Hioneys of Thorndon parish,

vaed to the authorvities T hat

fomaa

G rneetine o the Thirmdon Catholle parish enters

rnest el emphatic nrotest against the calling up
utive (WP Doody)
I doine <o the S1H-
pavizh, sl af whem haoe children
attondainr the school, desive fo nuke fwn points per-
Tectlv clear.  The first is that i Brother
up the Marvist Brothers” Schoot at Thorndon will
have to e pravitally closed The second point is thad
the Thorndon, a= elsewhore. done
<ueh work In with war service 1hat
they feel they are eotitled to some consideration in this
particular vespeet. Hundreds of the Marist Dot hers’
pupils in Phorunden alone funoht for the Foypire loag
before compmlaion iave
niade the are wontded D same
have thme devd= which cedawn to 1he ciory of the Bimn-
prres We nrce that o ven talke g step whieh will resylt
T the partind closioyg of our school ven will commit an
act mumies] io ke Mmtere=t. heeause
Mo more fruittul sourvee of palrietisn
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