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Current Topics

A Franciscan Kaiser

If one were so credulous as ta believe all the stories
told by some ministers of untruth who are very active
in New Zealand at present, the Kaiser is not enly a
Jesuit in disguise, but he also masquerades as a Fran-
ciscan or a Dominican when the humor seizes him.
The Kaiser did »o/ perform the ceremony of opening a
church in the lloly Land, dressed as a Franeciscau.
The facts are that he was present at the conseeration
of a Protestant church in Palestine inn 1893, and that
by special arrangement with the Sultan he was able to
secure a plot of ground which he presented to the
German Catholics,

Another Brilliant Effort

We know now that the Kaiser 1s a Jestit—or was
it a Franciscan he was last?  We are reconciled to the
fact that Monsiegnor Gerlach did net call on Carson
when he escaped from Rome to Ballyhooley. But the
latest revelation leaves us weak and himp from laughter.
We pive the news as we find it in the Roman letier to
the uthnlie Bulletin . —

“1t has just transpired that a report has been eir-
culated and an effort made to create an Impression in
ligh ecclesiastical cweles in Rome thuat the Mavnoeoth
misgion to Chima was set on foot and 15 Lelng orcaniszed
chiefly for the purpose of enablitnr a wumber of lrizh
priests to shirk velunteeriwg as chuplain: for service
m the British Army and Navy,” What zhall we do
when Elliott hears of that? We suppose, too, that
Avchbishop Walsh and Cardinatl Loazuze were purposels
bor over seventy vear: ago in order to e=cape heiug
called upan to serve as chaplains!

The Holy Father and Peace

In his prisou in the Valican the Pope i~ quictly
striving for the relief of those who are suffering throuch
the war which he 12 powerless to stop. And his farlare
to bring about peace causes him unspeakuble angui-h of
soul asx he sees the sorrows mud hardships acewmnlate
year after vear..  Ina letter to the Cardinal Secretary
ol State he still expresses the hope “that the lonu-
wished-for day Is not far distant, when all men, the
children of the same Tleavenly Father, will vnce agrain
come to regavd each other ax brethren. . . May
the Divine Redeemer in the infinite voodness of Flis
Heart, grant that counsels of mildness will prevait iu
the minds of those In pawer, and that, conscious of their
individual rvesponsibilities before Cod and man, thev
will no longer resizi the voice of the peoples Tor 1)0.’1('9.;'
For beyond a doubt the peoples do want peace, The
war is net their war, but theirs is the <ufferins of it.
May it be that when peace does come the power of
rulers to plunge theiv subjects into wars for which thev
have no witl shall have cone for ever, ’

More About U-Boats

Writing sn The Netboreeryy Jovenong o, Henry
tenterdahl gives ns some information about the Cerman
submarimes which emphasises the fuet that Amervieans
took on them as a vrave menace stil]. He says that
the latest U-boats are 1800 tons, that they have heavily
armoured conning-towers, which mount five low velocity
five ineh guns, that they are capable of a very high sur-
face speed, and can travel 250 miles submerved.  They
operate from Ileligoland as « base, and go round the
north of Scotland to the scenes of operations, same 100
miles soutl: of the Trish coast.  The run out aud hemne
15 2 matter of 2700 miles.  This takes them nine days,
and twelve are spent searching for ships when they
reach the field of their activities. Ile does not mint-
nmise the danger as some writers are too much inclined
to do. e says, *"We must sirip to the waist; we
must  help. - . The skull and cross-bones still
floats free.”” Tu view of the fact that the tonnapge sunk
during the first six months of the year is estimated at

3,000,000 tons, excluding neutrals, the solution of the
difficulty is still te be found.

Lowering the Age Limit

It seems to be anticipated that the Government
will propose to lower the age limit for military service
from twenty to nineteen, aud already there are signs
that such a proceeding will encounter determined op-
position. 1t is first of all a confession of weakness.
It is tantameunt to admitting that the manheed of
the country has been taxed te ifs utmost limits and
that we have to call on immature boys to keep the
vanks filled. [t is objectionable also on physical
grounds, for it is well known that cnly strong men
whose frames are set and hardened can stand the severe
strain of the life iu the trenches: indeed, from that
puint of view we think it s certain that if cireum-
stances permilted, the age should rather be increased
than lowered. The moral aspect of the proposal s
alwo servious. Parvents have now no illusions as to the
awlul templations to which the men are exposed on
active service, and they, and all who have the welfare
of the yvoung at beart will be very reluctaut to agree
to 2 measure which will plunge bovs, m many cases,
totally inexperienced. inte the danuwer of moral ship-
wreck.  Already protests ave raised i various parts of
the Dominton against such a measare, which seems as
unnecessary as b Is unwise

In the East

Honow appears that the Rossian Governent pro-
tested azaimst the action of the Allies both with regard
to thetr aniervention in Greece and thenr nethods
substitutineg  one  king  for another, the D'rovisional
Covernment holdivg that nations have the right to
choouse their own rulers. We must remember thuat the
Greek Church is powerful i Russia, and that its -
fluence would not be lightly thrown i the scale against
Greeve. flowever, M. Vewezilos is now engaged 1in
reorvanizing the army. and he anuounces that he hopes
to lhave 200,000 men ready to fake the field in three
monils, The avrival of Ttalian reinforcements before
Craza i renorted. General Allenby. who distinguished
Liineelr ill‘ France, bas taken command of the British
forves, Aeroplanes have  been busy bombing the
Turki=h  headqguarters around  Jerusaleni. and ii_ 14
stated thal an acroplane attack on the fleet at Con-
stantinople had satisiactery resulls. The Turks have
appavently heen strongly veinforved n Mesopotamia,
amd the presenve of General von Aackensen has been
reported. M. stead poluts out that as von Mackensen
bis never vone anywhere without sontething unpleasant
lmlnpmling‘ immediately after, an enemy offensive may
e expected shortly o Asian Minor, Tu fact, the
reficing of the Russians supggests that the advance has
ST

Monsignor Cattaneo

This week we are able, through the kindness of a
{ricud i1 Rome, to present our readers with a pleiure
ul the new Apostolie Delegate to Australin and New
Zeatand. Advices from Rome state that his Eniinenee
Carvdinal Serafini, Prefect of the Propaganda, has con-
secrated  Monsipuor Cattanen  titular Avchbishop of
I*almivra. v invitation ol the new Archbishop, his
I‘Ul'd‘-:lli[) Dr. ‘(_Jle:n'y, Bishop of Auckland, was one ol
the consecrating prelates. Maonsipnor Cattaneo suc-
veeded Monsignor Bonzanoe, the present Delegate to the
United Riates, as Hectar of the areat missionary college
of the Propazanda within the walls of which students
of every nation on earth are prepaved for the priest-
hood.  Monsizunor Bonzano’s appointment to the ve-
sponsible pr)siliml he holds in Ameriea has been (-t‘t)wnr'_(l
with success, and from Rome we hear that Anstralasia
has reason to feel prowd that his successor Is to be }}m‘
new Delegate.  Our lale Delegnate now holds an office
which practically corresponds to that nl‘_ foreipn secre-
tary for the Holy BSee. Writing of him in ihe ('rw‘fim,’u'
Aeultetin, "Scottus” says: “"Providence ‘lmq afforded
him many oppertunities- i Haly, Amevica, and Aus-
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