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READINGS IN IRISH HISTORY

-

By ““SHANACGHIE." .

THE CHARACTER OF HENERY 1L

‘" Thou hast done well, perhaps,
To lift the bright disguise,
And lay the bitter truth
Before our shrinking eyes;
When evil crawls below
What seems so pure and {fair,
Thine eyes are keen and true
To find the serpent there.
And yet—I turn away;
Thy task is not divine—
The evil angels look
On earth with eyes like thine.”

—Adelaide Pructor.

There is something revolting in digging up and
gibbeting men long since dead and buried.  If, how-
ever, the evil that men do did not too often live after
them, there would but few be found anxious to devote
attention to such mechanholy Dbusiness. Now the
mortal remains of Henry [T, "to no such anreate dust
are turned as buried once men wanl dug wp again,”
The narrator of Ireland’s story accordingly might well
fet him rest, if the deeds and fraunds dene in the days
of his flesh were not still remembered: if a long seven
hundred years had been able to wipe out, or even
diminish, the calumunies, the du'piicity, the bitter strife
which the Anglo- Norman = mvasion ingeundered.
Charity to many calls for justice upen one.

It is asseried, and deunied, that Pope Advian [V,
entrusted Ilenry with the importaut duty of restoring
order in Church and State in Ireland. It will be
interesting. then, to take a glance at the cvharacter of
the man chosen, it is said. for so delicate aud savred
a mission. “‘There was sowething in hi= buid and
look. the squars stout frane, the fiery Tace, the close-
cropped hair, the prominent eves, the bull neck, the
coarvse, strong hands, the howed lecs, that marked ont
the keen, stirriny, coarse-fibred wan of Limess. clie
never sits down,” sald one who obeerved him closely:
*he is alway: on his leus from morping till night.”
Orderly in business, careless in appuearance. sparing i
diet., never resting v giving his servants rest. chatty,
inquisitive, eudowed with a <ingular charm of address
and strength of wemory, absinate in love or hatred,
a fair seholar, a creat Tuunter: hiz geweral aiv that of
a rough, passionate, busy man, Tlenry's personal char-
acter told directly on the character of his reign.”
Henry IL. has beeu called a Heury V1L born befure
his time, and as such he has had many admirers and
apologists.  FHe never cut himsell off fronm the Chuveh,
and heuce even Catholic writers have been deceived by
his nominal Catholieity.  We must bear 1u mind that
in {hose davs leresy and schism were unpolitic and
dangerous tastes even in kings, scome of whom would
have done less harm to the Chareh if theyv had thrown
oft the mask of Catlivlicity and come out in ther {rue
chavacter as hereties.  Religion grew more and more
identified with patriotisin under ihe cyes of a king
who whispered. and seribbled, and looked at picture-
books during Mass, who never confessed. and cursed
God in wild frenzies of blasphemy.”

In 1152, a few vears before lie is s=aid {o have
received the graul of Ireland from the Pope, FHewory,
then Duke of Normandv. had married Eleanor of
Acquitaine. who breught to him as ber dowry seven of
the richest provinces of France,  The ]ll‘G\;iUllH mar-
riage of Eleavor with FLouis VI, King of France, had
been deciared null by the French hishops without refer-
ecnce to the TTolv See: bal such wias her shameless
})I‘Oﬂigﬂl‘_\’. thiat the French ,I\'in'_.-\' Wi t_)!;u! tn ’\_:ef rid
of her even at the loss of the hest part ;-)f hiy I;iﬁ;_n\-(](,m‘
Six weeks after the F(‘l]&ll'?l“ﬂl‘a, “(3[]]'.\," then ()1]]\; nime-
teen years of age, married the culeast Queen, having
been, as it was said, in collusion with her, and directing

her in the affair of separation. As.a Church reformer,
Henry II. would seem to have been a bad selection.
Cardinal Vivian, the Roman Legate, after a long inter-
view wilh him said: ‘““Never did I witness this man’s
equal in lying’’; while the King of France declared
to Henry's ambassadors that ‘‘their master was so
full of fraud and deceit that it was impossible to keep
faith with him.” (Lingard.) His own son Richard
once said to his advisers, that in his family the custom
was for the son to hate the father—that the whole
family had come from the devil, and to the devil they
should return. ‘“‘He could,” say Giraldus, ‘‘scarcely
spare an hour to hear Mass, and then he was more
occupied in counsels and conversation about affairs of
State than in his devotions.” 1le adds that he seized
on the revenues of the Church and gave the money to
his soldiers. “De you pretend not to be aware,”’
writes Thomas i Beckett te the cardinals at Rome,
“that the King of England has already usurped, and
day by day continuess to usurp the possessions of the
Churel : while he overthrows her lilrerties, he hax
stretched forth his hand against the Lord’s ancinted:
everywhere, and without exception, he has assailed
ecelesiastios. Some ke has put in prison, others he
has ¢lain, or torn out their eves, cr forced to fight in
single combat, or to pass througlh the ordeal of fire
and water,”

1T 1t be objected that this 1s a piclure of Henry
towards the middle of his reign, net of him_ at the
time he iz said to have applied for and received the
papal permission to invade Treland, we may reply that
even before his accession to the Enclish throne there
were misgivings and suspicions as to hix character, St.
Thomas & Beckett, replying to s opponents whe asser-
ted that what enry did against the liberties of the
Chuvelr was inspired by a mere personal hatred of the
Avchbishop, asks: “Was 1 Archbizhop when Gregory,
Cardinal e icon of 5t. Augelo, foreseeing the tyvanny
of {his wun. persuaded the Lovd Eugenius to forbid the
corenation of Eustace, the =on of King Stephen, sayig
that 1t was easier to hold a vam by the horns than a
lion by the tail 277

The last years of Henry's reign were embitlered
by the revolt of his sons, lustigated by their mother, to
wha lienry had proved aw unfaithful husband.  In
{129, Richard. now his father’s heir, intrigued with
Philip of France to drive Henry from his kingdom.
The plot breke out into actual conflict. and their allied
forces suddenly appeared before Le Mans, from which
ilenry was driven in headlong flight towards Nor-
mandvy.  “‘From a helght where he halfed to look bLack
on the burning e¢itv, so dear to him as his birthplace,
the King hurled his curse against God: ° Sinece Thou
hasl taken from me the town T loved best, where T was
Bory and bred, and where my father Hes buried, T will
Jiave mv revenge oh Thee too—T will vob Thee of that’
thing which Thou lovest most in me.” Death was
spon him, and the longing of a dying man drew him to
the home of his race, but Tours fell as he lay at Saumur,
and the hunted King was driveu to beg niercy from his
foes.  They gave him the list of the conspirators against
him : at the Lead of them was his youngest and Dbest-
loved szon. John. *Now,” he said. as he turned hix
face to the wall, ‘let things go as thev will—I care no
more for myself or for the world.” e was borne fo
Chinon by the silvery waters of Vienne. aud muttering,
‘Shame, shame on a conquered King,” passed sullenly
awav.”  (Gveen, History of English People, p. 112.)

To-day’s besl ix worth mere to-day than to-morrow’s
Letter.
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