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SCIENCE SIFTINGS

-

By “Vorr.”

Tallest Building.

The recently completed Woolworth building in
New York can claim the distinction of being the tallest,
heaviest, and most costly single office building in the
world. Tt towers 785 feet above the pavement, and
boasts of some 57 stories. It took two and a-half
years to evect, and cost, with its furnishings, .£2,400,-|
000. The building contains no less than 27 acres ot
floor space, yet it only covers a plot measuring 155
feet by 200 feet. Over 20,000 tons of steel were
used 1in its ervection, ax well as 17,000,000 common
bricks. There are no fewer than 34 elevators in this
single building.  They are divided into “locals,” which
stop at every floor, and “‘expresses.”” which stop at
certain stories.  ITnder the dome is a pawerful search-
light, the rays of which can be seen 50 miles away,
while from its upper windows one has a view right
out to sea.

A Triest's Wireless.

Rev. Joseph Murgas, Rector of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus Slovak Church, Wilkes-Barre, U.8.A., the in-
ventor of a system of wiveless telegraphy, which he has
covered and protected by twelve patents, ix now at
work experimenting with a tower twenty-two feet in
height, from which he expects to get greater results
than is now secured at the (overnment station at Ar-
lington, near Washingtoun, which is five hundred feet
in theight. In this conunection it may be stated that
Father Murgas i not acluated by any selfish motive.
After being patented, his ideas become the property of
Philadelphia capitalists. and from the sale of these
patents Father Murgas evected a c¢hurch for his con-
gregation at a cost of 60,000 dellars, This simple
Slovak priest is alsa a sincere patriot, for he has pub-
Hiely declaved that should the United States require his
wireless station or the benefit of lis knowledge they are
at the Goevernment's service.

Jesuit Meteorologists.

lev. Walter Drum. 5.0, of Woodstock College,
AMaryland, has been giving the true facts resarding
meteorological hurricane warnings, 1n reply to a recent
report of the Chiet of the United States YWeather
Bureau, which stated that the peeple were hitherton
nnaccustomed to such monitions. Father Drum proves
that this report was most unfair to the Jesuit Qbser-
vatory of Telen. Havana: for Father Vines, of iis
staff, was the first to discover the laws by which
eyclones move, the very first to locate a cvelone before
its approach, lie taurht the world how to track the
dreadful trajectory of the storm, and to be forewarned
against its approach. From 1870 to 1875 this Paius-
taking meteorolopist took his observations on the de-
clinometer, hifilar, thermoweter, and barometer, and
noted the varicus meteorclorical elements of the at-
mosphere and the clouds, And, at last, after six
vears of hard work, he wvave to the world its fipst
scientific knowledze about lLurricanes. Frem 1875
till 1893 Father Vines warned the people of Cuba in
time to save hundreds of ships and thousands of lives
that might otherwise have heen lost in the down SWoop
of the cyclone. The successor of Father Vines, Father
Gangoiti, located the Galveston storm eight days before
its destructive work of September 8 1900, tracked its
trajectory, located the cvelone day after day. If the
United States Weather Bureau had given heed to

"Father Gangoiti’s warnings, and not to the absurdities

of its own observers in tavana—-wha reported that the

cyclone was moving N.N.E. of Cuba, and would
spend itself in the Atlantic, —the people of Galveston
might have escaped their loss of life and all.

“ FREEMAN " LIBELS ON A BISHOP

SCATHING EXPOSURE BY MOST REV. DR.

O'DWYER.
The following letter from the Most Rev. Dr.

O'Dwyer appeared in the ok Koraminer recently.
CSir,- It 1s hardly worth one’s while to contra-
dict anything that may be published in the Freemaorn's
Jowrnal.  That newspaper has established its own
reputation so thoroughty that there is, prima facie, a
strone presumplion that any statement which it malkes
about a political oppenent is a falsehood. In its
issue of the 25th insl. it states roundly that T met
Mr. Balfour at Tord Emly’s residence at Tervoe, and
there discussed Trish politics with him, and then goes
on to enumerate a nunber of crimes committed by Mr.
Balfour aud his Government, suggesting that in some

" way or vther T was responsible for them.

“Betraya! of Ireland.

‘1. No need to inform the peeple of T.imerick that
that statement is a falsehood, and 1 believe that it is
a lie. T never met Mr. Balfour in all my life, either
at Tervoe or anywhere else,  But that makes no differ-
ence to the Frecman's Jowrnnl. It thinks it necessary
in support of its own and the Ivish Party’s betrayal of
Ireland to defaine one who expresses his contempt and
loathing for them, and does not siick at inventing a
falsehood for ihis honorable purpose.

" Throwing Dirt.

2. This reputable journal says that T began my
career as a ‘Whig curate.” That is another falseliood,
and, as I believe, a deliberate lie.

“I began my carveer in 1870, as a supporter of
Isane Butt, and as an illustration of the recklessness of
the Freeman's liheller, 1 may mention that T was the
only priest in the diocese of T.imerick to stand on the
hustings when the standard of Tlome Rule was raised
by Isaac Butt, and, furthermore. that T was honored
by the friendship of that great man up to his death.

“But all that makes no difference to the Freemeon,
Tt thinks that by throwing dirt it ean injure a man’s
character and destroy his influence, But it 18 mis-
taken. A le, with a start of tweniv-four hours, has
an advantage, but, like the swindlers of the world, it
is generally run to ground.

“Drivelling Bottle-TTolder.
“3. Tt makes it an accusation against me that T

opposed the Plan of Campaign and boycotting. So I
did. But T was in good company. Leo XTITT., by

a formal decision of the tloly Office, confirmed my
Judgment on these methoeds. and although the Free-
man’s Journal’s master, Mr. John Dillon, was not
ashamed to denounce that great and illustrious Pontiff
to the Enghish TTouse of Commons as a corrupt and
dishonest. Pope (God forgive me for writing it!). 1
think histery will know how io judge Letween one of
the greatest of the snccessors of the Fisherman and this
poor drivelling botile-holder of the Enclish Tiberals.”

THE MOST OBSTINATE

Corn must guickly yield to BAXTER'S RUBY CORN
CURE—once this remedy is applied there is no escape
for the corn— it must give in. ~ Price, 1/-, post free,
from Baxter’s Pharmacy, Theatre Buildings, Timaru.

OUR WINTER SALE
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