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MARIST BROTHERS AND CONSCRIPTION

STRIKING ADDRESS BY FATHER EDGE.

An address on ‘““The Marist Brothers and Con-
scription’ wag given by the Rev., Father Edge, of
Huntly, at St. Patrick’s Calhedral. on Tuesday cven-
ing, July 24, to the men's branch of the confraternity.
Although the uotice given of the hmportant subject
to be dealt with was brief, there was a very large con-
gregation.  The members occupied the front rows of
seata. At the outset the speaker said that to make
niistakes is a property of human nature,  That human
nature retains this property in our time is lamentably
evident from the catastrophe at Gallipoli, from the
unfortunate Macedonian expedition, and from the
uprising that made an Easter Monday memorable in
the story of modern Ireland. Mistakes, too, may be
encrmously expenaive. Tf vou would kirow the cost
of some ask it of the many crosses that adorn the lund
about Suvla Bay; ask 1t of that skeletou of an ariny
that handed up its sword in Kut-el-amari, not veally to
the Turks, but to stark starvation.

Though we in New Zealand think a lot of our
selves, wo have not vet concluded that we ave super-
men.  Beitg merely human, we are capable of mnistalies
—aven of costly nustakes Personallv. T think we have
mada one mistake in the eomeeription of the teachers
of our sehonls - pul;liv amd private, pronary, cecondary,
and umiversity,--all the schaals in the Daminien Th
reason why he (the speaker) was compelled to think a
great mistake had been made was that it was evident 1o
him that conseription of teachers inflicted o grave injury
on the pupils. Merelv amateur knowledue of teaching
and the management of a schoot would enable them to
cvasp at onee that the task was ipossible where
school was not continuously working., or where the
staff was frequently changed He knew of schioals
that had been closedt For periods ol a Tew weeks o =15
wonths, the  childven beine denmved of  edieation

during that time. o one sclioal T bies districr, with
a roll of 400, there haed heen 16 chances on the stall
14 months, It was elear, under =weh clirenm

stances, that dizeipline was ont of the queston, and
efliciency  trpos-ihle. 17 ehildren wera not b
ecducated a crave injl:l"\' wirs henpe et ed AT thieoim
Feueation wias o tieats whereby (hev were oo e
earts their livelthood o+ the e and women of to
ninrrow, Ponermnes wis the Biocest Hite lone handivap
that could be intlicted, vet 1 was heme intlicted Beenae
teachers were hetng compelled to oive up their work,
and to o to the war. He contended that o man
maimed 1 the war wias ve more handicapped than a
child with a stunted . The sehoals 1 bhis diztriet
were 11 the midst of an industreial localily | most of the
pupils being the children of coal miners Thev were
noi born with silver spomes e their mouthy and the
dav would soon come when they would have to <tart
caraing e biving, Thess children wera being un-
duly hanhicapped by veason of this measure —the Con s
seription Act. The mjustice of taking away ther
tenchers was nat confined e the eWildren s 0t was o
grave mmjustice to the whole country.

When the nmien who are it the ficld to dav tarn
their  swords  Tuto plonghehares

feontinued Tather
Tdpe), and their canuon into arnaments for the public
parks, there will begin o war such as wax never before
known in the histors of mankind - a strugele for -
duatrial supremacy. 1owe wre to enlerlain any hope
of succeeding in that strucele we murt take the greateal
care in the education of our Bovs now at school.  “ihe
impending struggle will he one not anly of 1lte haad but
of the head, and our children’s minds must therefore
be cultivated. If, however, they are attending schools
that are understafied. or where the slaffs are con-
stantly heing chaneed. thev cannot get sufficient edu-
cation fo enable them to take their part in this cominge
industrial  war. Another thing that is pcrfec‘i]y‘
evident regarding the future is that pewer, thank God,
is going to pass into the hauds of the masses. What

is happening in Russia to-day is only the forecast of
what 1s to come elsewhere. It will be sad, however,
for a country which is going to be ruled by the people
if those people grow up ignorant. Their ignorance
will be an evil, the magnitude of which we cannot
possibly imagine, and that nation must fall back. If
we are to avert the tragedy we must do it to-day by
putting the teacher in the school; he is more wanted
there than at the war.  The difference his presence will
make among the millions of troops on the western
front will not be much, but the difference his absence
from here will make is such that we shall not get over
it. for some penerations. My conviction is that, even
as things are now, ten years hence we shall be further -
back than we are at present in educational matters.
The mistake has been made and should be remedied,

Father Edge proceeded to say that lie did not
disapprove of teachers voluntarily going 1o the war.
That they shonld be compelled to go, however, he con-
sidered was a mistake. “We Catlholies,” he said,
‘have a perfect right to see that all the schools in the
Dominion--primary, secondary, Catholic, and univer-
sity colleges as well-—are efficiently equipped, hecause
we are helping 1o * pay’ for all of theuwm. We are
perfectly  qustified. therefore, i eriticising what con-
verns all the schools,  We are. however. more intensely
interesfed in that bady of teachers, the Maorist Bro-
tliers, whn are teaching in o own Catholie seheols o and
von may be asked who and whatl are the Marist Bro-
{hers? S0 that vou may answer, let e (ell you
same facts concerning them.  The Marist Brothers are
memthers of a religions socicty which, althoush founded
ontlv 100 vears avo, includes within it= ranks men of
every  civilized nation o the world, ncluding New
Zealand and An-tralin, Applicants for admission to
the society before being finally received into it undergo
o period of probation extending over at least five years.
1f. after that period, they are satisfied, amdd the society
i< satisfied that they ave fit for the work, they volun-
tarily Lhwd themselves to zerve God apd their fellow-
man by devoting their time aad talents to the education
ol hove, preferably thie hovs of the poorer elass, To
thi- end they renounee all material possessions and
Pt et £ reesiving  no pavinent whatever heyond
nevessary Tond. clothes. and shelter. They solemuly
undertake to woerk wherever the sllpl‘!'im'. demovratic-
allv clected, mav deem wise to =end them.  And they
renouner for life the social and donestic ties that would
interfere with thenr voluntary state of  poverty and
vhedrence, Of 4lis and a kindred =octety of Irish
oricin there are 49 members in the Donumion, 14 of
them beine tn the diocese of Auckland. Nine of the
tolal number ave over military age.  Of the remaining
two =core 1 doubt if a dozenr would pass the military
wedical test. Althourh a dozen would make no differ-
crer fo the wmilitary department the removal of this
number would totally destroy some of oar Catholic
boys' schools. for it would be impossible to replace
these wen now or i the near future. They are in
New Zealand solely through zeal for the (‘duv.ation of
vur bovs: for. had they wished to do so {heir superiors
could have withdrawn all of them before conseription
hecame faw. Thev are practiving a self-sacrifice un-
paralleled in New Zealand, onfside the religious life of
the Catholic Church. By virtue of their vows theso
wen are rveaily leading a life spiritually higher than
the merely clerical state, and they are perfectly entitled
to every right that has been conceded to members of the
clerical community.”

“Apart from thelr condition of life and religiouws
stute, their vows and their duties, 1 am serry to say
I have heen competled to conclude,” proceeded Father
Edge, ‘that the Marist Brothers are absolutely neces-
sary (o the Catheolic community. As an illustration
of what I mean, a lady teacher who was beginning to
work at a primary school in my dixlrict, about a week
ago. approached a class For Lhe first time at the houy
that was to be devoted to English history. The teacher
asked the children what poin{ they had reached in their
study of FEnglish history, aud the children replied,
* The Reformation, in the time of King enry VIII.
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