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which you run by compelling private collectors, com-
monly called Bookworms, to bring forth from their
secret receptacles, stuffy libraries, and dusty presses,
those dreadful old books and manuscripts which are
nurseries and breeding-grounds of the most deadly
microbes that menace the health of our common
humanity? I would as socon open the cages marked
dangerous in the Zoclogical Gardens and allow the
ravenous beasts to range at will through the city.
While those old parchments and worm-eaten tomes are
securely kept under lock and key their virulent aectivi-
ties are restrained. They harm no one, not even their
proprietors, who never read them, and if they do now
and then haudle them for purposes of vain display, they
contract no disease because the class of persous called
Bookworms are simply microbe-proof and hmpervious
to contagion. Although they are invariably persous of
means, they seldom tub or change their apparel, for
disregard of every-day conventionalities 1s unfortu-
nately regarded by them as one of the chief marks of
literary genius. Pause, ladies and gentlemen : pause,
I say, before you resurrect the dormant potentialities
which have slumbered innocuously for ages in the
covers and between the leaves of those voluines which |
as a scientist would not, T solemuly aver, handle, except
with a tongs.”

It must be said that the speech of Dy Stembach
chilied the ardor of the anti-Bookwormmites,  The dis-
tinguished spezker had certamly [H(“-(‘lﬂ"*' an aspect
Of th" '*"h'(’il \\'hl(]l was \'\(‘” ‘\\I’ll ]1 “erious ]“ﬂﬁl'“?”
His incisive, clear-cut sentences awakened m manv a
bosont the seuse of self-preservation, for not a Tew of
those present had attended lectures on hygiene, and
avoided dust as they would sin. which is saving mucl.
Mr. Notley and his supporters oun the platform looked
elightly apprehensive, and a subdued diseusston had
already begun in the audience when ancther speaker
rose aud aijsulut(‘l}' clammed a richt to be heard. o
said :

C“Mr. Prestdent, ladies, amud gentlemen,
te enter a protest and to sav that those who are catled
by the opprobeious epithet of Boukworma ave the most
inoffensive members of society. Are they ever seen
i riotous gatherings?
political, veligious, social ! Are they not abwrbed in
the oue noble ])gh:\lutl ol baok-calicctine 7 But T am
lint h.(‘l'(_‘ ICI (']Hilll _\'l)lll' ;l{il‘l]liil!l_ l‘\('(‘lli [ey T}H‘
and dowestic side of the aui!jm'l, Theve ventlenmen
who are collectars of rare hooks are 1ot os confess it
overmasteredd by a hobbv, or o fudl or. 1T will oo
further, by a cruze. Granted. [« it not hichly
providential that they have cucl a safety valve Tor their
sunerfluons energy? Deprive them of that and o
throw them back on themselves withont an object in
life on which to concentrate their abililies. Alay they
not have been counselled by their medical advisers o
seek  distraction In some

allow e

lave thev any preditecions,

suetad

('ll“.'_fl\lliikl l)ill‘*llll. ]”('I{Hl:
which, thev are confronted with mental callipse ar
cerehral trituration, which eomes (o the same thing!
Are not our places of public detention already overs
crowded ? The domestic p(liul of view Is not o less
appalling.  The ardinary vave book collector is nat by
any meaps a clubliable hon riren ITe is never,
never seen on oA racecourse. dla toathes whist-drives.
Beirg a man of means amd talent he naturally devotes
himself to Iferature or art, in which }mn-ﬁil he 1
Wnr:l‘liy eucourayged })y Tiie wife and daughters, who
can enjoy that freedom when he i absent which his
presence would inevitaldy mar. [oflead. Jt mav be
asserted without fear of contradiction thal many voung
ladies fail to get suitably settled in Yife through having
a theroughly domestie and hone-loving papa, who has
an exaggerated idea of his perental duties.  Does this
meeting take sufficiently to heart the result of robbing
a gentleman of his hobhv aud makine him become a
hete noir, a kill-fun, =
familv ?”

Several mammas and young ladiex in the audience
whose papas were oflen absent at lilevary circles scemed
to feel the force of the last speaker’s points.

bore  te his onee happy

A momentary silence—-shall we term it hesitancy

—seemed to ensue, but it was broken by an intruder
who felt that the proceedings were marked by an un-
healthy serenity. In raucous tones he said: "As
this meeting is called for the purpose of discussing books
and book-buyers and sellers, may 1 ask for a list of
those Unionist booksellers and stationers in this city
and throughout Ireland who have netted small fortunes
during the last twelve months by selling the books of
insurgents and their photographs, Will any pro-
ceadings be taken against them by the proper authori-
ties for thus propagating—'’

The President ruled the guestion out of order, te
the great comfort of the very cultured members of the
audience. TIn an instant another ohjector, conscientious
or otherwise, was on his feet. ‘I rise, sir,”” said he, in
a voice like the tearing of ealico, ““to say that 1 am
a private beok colleclor. I am proud, sir, to be called
a Bookworw.™

A itter ran through the audience as all facey
Lurned towards the speaker, who wore a topcoat and an
anavchist’s cap which partly shrouded his left eye,
aiving him a sinister Jook.

1 have listened,” sald he, with suppressed in-
dignation, “‘to the slights that bave been cast on my
profession. Yes, sir, T eall it a professon. You may
seofl at 1t as a hobby or a craze.  Lf 1 spent my money
in horse-vachte or in the sratification of convivial lastes
or i elegant attire, | would be condoned. But because
v predilections run o grooves pnfannliar excepd 1o
the privilegsd few | oam to be branded as A faddist.
Mav T remark, str, that T am an author?”

(Tt max be parenthetically recorded that this was
true. Ile was puilty of a work entitied Butierflics us
Neswocenmhioliet« Ox ’ The editron was UM'H_\f vonsuned
Malicions gussip says that, on secing a copy
sale at g second-hand shop he inter-
viewed the propriefor and bLroneht off a remarkable
coup by sgnaring him to mark the volume £2 0=, “very
searce,” [ omade his name. Authors, please notel)

woa fire,
ol his work for

whieh sweiled tn the bosom of
choked his uiterance, whiclr dwindled
into hoarze ineoherent squeaks. A hurly rentleman
wha land heen tevinge to cateh the president’s eye several
tomes, widdenly rose as if projected upwards by an
vlectrifiod chair, " Are we not.” thundered he, *irifling
with the subject, mevely toying with the fringe of it?
I~ this andience not aware that the class of persons
stvled Bookwormes ave one and all dominated i a
j_‘\i:l'il‘l‘]' or less degree by honnewdal mania? They scan
the “Deaths” eolwonn of the daily papers with feverish
PXpPectaney every morning in the hope of seeing chroni-
cleed therein the demise of some literary man who has &
choica Hbrary so that they may call as sympathisers
ansd, if possible, strike a bargain for his rare books
before the corpse is cold. They have been known to
visit the apothecary with a view to finding out what
malady seme dear friend, alaz! of their own is suffering
from =0 that they may wmature their ]Jlr’lll'-\ for the
acruisiiton of his lltm.nv heirlooms.  Mr. President,
ladies, and gentlemen, if 1 were the happy pn‘\\ew-«or r)f
sume priceless volume, T would never be so rash as to
ACCompany a Bookworm on a 1011(‘]_‘.‘ walk, nor would
1. if even on the verpe of starvation, aceept food or
drink from one of thewe dangerous members of society 1"
(Sensation.)

The ucheanation
the La-t =peaker

The speaker sat dewn and mopped his forehead,
while those who sat near the little ferrei-eyed man with
the anarchist’s cap edged away from his viemnity.

1t looked bad for the Bookwornis. They certainly
had cause to wriggle. But ex-Prolessor Notley, as
president of the meeting, completed their dlbcomﬁture
and hiterally trod them under foot. iTe said : “"Ladies
and rfenllempn You have heard the {‘nm‘Osung sub-
ject of our deliberations threshed out in a spuit of
sangfrotd and fair-mindedness. This all important
matter has heen viewed from many standpoints—
literary, social, domestic, hygienic, and homicidal. It
remains fur me to give the genesis of the Bookworm.
This human specimen is born with the germ of
acquisitiveness already highly developed. Have you
ever noticed when in one of our city trams a baby in
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