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The New National Temper

Muo Asquith is nothing if not an optimist: and
lhere 1s a chicery note in ina resent speech 1n the House
of Commons which iy dlsnmtiy reassuring and impres-
sive.  To us at a distance, with the eclie of the South
Wales strike still in our ears, 1t Las been difficult te
believe that even yet the English people realised the
smagnitwde of the tusk which confronts them and the

gravity of the issues that are at stuke.  But competent
ohservers on the spot judge differently: and Mr. As-

quitll's notable declaration as ta the
the "nation  geuerally  is

spirit with which

now  facing  the  erisis
15 condorsed by suel o shrewd  and practical
nman of affawr=  as  Mr. T. b O'Clonnor,
M.Po T think,” he savse inoa pecent artiels

in an English paper. * 1
temper of our pemsle, The
racing is one stwn ol this change. The mipatience with
which the public view any another, The
readivess of all Classes Lo apply te their datly habits,
even tu thetr dativ mealss the same stern self-eontrol
which other vations have already exiibited s all these
things, I believe, fndicate o vreater ~sorisusness of soul,
a fuller realization of tihe and
grimmer determination to make any sacrifice

note @ very real t'lizlngt' i the

W movenent. acdinst

trike 1

bieness of one job, also

and everv

rather than that we should allaw e Hherties and ooy
civilisatvm 1o oo dewn ) b s sne that we
ean salely trust tn this spivit to bring us all the addi
tional men and cvery penny of the money, howevel

gimantic may be the s,
this enterpriee fo its destined awd only possible end,
Talking abont tiphs war 1 its early staves to Meo Plovd
Georee. b o=aid, We st set anr teeth” " Yed o e
HNswWered and b needs el e st ki:l‘.lt'n aur

Lrelts

wintelt will e regquired to pnsh

Speeding U'p the Munitions

Wihether Warsaw 12 held o evicuated,  whether

Tussia makes stainl oo o1s heaten sl further
back, it muse beadmitted that e preseat
round 1 ihe et Fulnt 1 i firnishy 12
Germany's. s it wauld beexpressed dn prizes

leaeine.,
chonses Tncest i, at
when and wiere sie o wills,
without let or Bindranes ar interforence of any kind
frotn the Alles in the Weets The du-natbing poliey in
Franee and i denbtles< Tor the mowment -
evituble, and it 1= even possible to aecord g oaneasure of
admiration 1o Geperals Joftve and French tor
to Le Dustled, even by Russia's desperate plizht,
momentary or sporiadie olienzive which could oot be
maintained, and which eould bave o definite or tangible
result exeent a beeless saerifice of lite. At the swme
time the present sitwation s, o put it mildly, o

Jdetng wl o the
At by

rine Germnany s
she rests wherever she

least, furees the slehting

prriaties,

landers s

refusing
inta a

appointing,
*
The sky, huwever, s not il grey, aud there are
palebes of blue that give promise and lLope for the
future, I the first place, there 1s the mdomitabis

spirit amd splendid tenacity which i helng shown by
the Russian ymp]e In spite of atl the gruelling they
have got—{hroueh 1o failnee of their own but through
default of the Allies, largely dne to the bungling of
the British War Offiee- there is neither whine nor
whimper, nor wavering of  pnrpose. Ho fur from
talking of a separvate peace, as the Germans appesr to
have hoped, they are calinly ciscussing the conditions
which will enable them to resume the offensive, An
army which, after hetne driven from pillar to post as
the Russians have heen, instead of contemplating its
Josses is quietly looking forward to taking the avgressive
again, is a factor to be relied wpon and to be reckoned
w1tn Tn the sccond place, there is the chieering in-

telligence that the supply of ammunition has really been
applecmbly speeded up, hoth in England and  in
America, and pmh(ulrnly in the latter country. TLast
week we gave particulars of the number and oxtent of

the foreign orders for war material which had been
placed with the leading Amervican firms. There now
cowes the welcome news that several of these concerns
are filling  and  forwarding their orders nearly a
month ahead of contract time. bt was not expected
that shells in large quantities would be ready for ship- -
ment hefore the end of July or carly In August; but
we lemn from American papers that the Bethelehem

Steel Company las beeu sending out 35,000 loaded
three-inch shrapnel shells for the Rritish field artillery

every day since Moenday, June 21, and it is expected
that this daily average will be increased in the near
iuture.  The du Pont Powder Company 1s also delivering
constderable  shipments of raw  explosives, and it 1s
anderstood that the Stevens Arins Company, whose
plant was boneht by the Westingiouse Eleetric Com-
pany for the purpnse of turming out Lee-Metford rifles
for the British arvmv, s beginning tn deliver guns for
v.\'lml‘l. The New York Keeniug Postin the last week

June, gave the followimy pleasing pieture of what s
(lJ\‘.ll“’ plave s " The shrapnel and exvlosives have been
catitg ahoard vessels lyvine o Gravesend Bay, about
thyee miles allshere, for abaut » week now.  Every day
buge Tehters, fving the ved flag, denoting that they
explosives, may be zeen voine down the harbor,
vass ot of the Narrows and head over inte
Ciraveseied Bav, the waiting steamers also hanl up red
ipping to keep awav.  Sometimes as
Hebters are Ivine aromnd one vessel af,
Lusilv digeliareine <hiells and cases of eordite,
Avnumite, or melinite into the caping holds, The an-
Pinition betne delivered 1s all for the British
and 1= belne =ent to France, <o that no time may
he lest in cettine if to ihe firine-line of Field Marshal
SicJohn Freneh s army? 2o it bs evidently all a ques-
£l T a1 possersue ol soils in ;:mien(‘e:
tn knnw that
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Mr. Winston Churchill and the Dardaneiles
Whenever, inany war,
suceesstnlly

turn ouf as
there s an numediate
of the unex-
vperations at the Dardanelles My,
almost noanimous
Ile was abused,

ihines o not
aEwas antieipatied,
hunt tor o scape-goat o aond o the case
protracted
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ds AN Cusy

mxlw]‘\
\\\!lxlzm

consent,

deeted, hy
and handy

Wols st

vivl |‘l]|,

deronnced, ssnd finally driven feom o position in which
he had siaown o ~inosar prescienee and  admimstrative
capieity af the very hichiest areer I'v the Dbrilliant

=tk jlht heture the outhreak ol hostilities h}' which
e beal the Breitizh Fleet already mobiltsed, and wasg
thus enabled Ur bottle up the Gennan Grand Fleet ar

Willielnshaven. e nuy be wid, without any figure of

.‘*I’H'(‘L‘EI or eNdaroeriaton, llave  saved  the Elll])il‘t‘.
Throush an wiexpected tare b peliticad affalrs in
Crreece, whiclh conld ool bave Leen foreseen and for

wiieh he war in no owav responsible, an 1111:1|1tici1.)uted

hiteh occurred iu ihe ecarly operatious at the Darda-
welles s aned the fine sevviee he had aiready rendered
was promptly forgotten by an ungratefnl nation. Every

one, from the press military exoert to the street corner
stratevist, agrced in decluring that whatever inight be
smid, in a general wayv, iu Juvor of the Lnt()rpris«:, al
least he bad comnitted a palpable, glaring, and un-
pardonable hlunder in attempting to carry it oud with-
out arranging fov a lund foree to u,mpeldte with the
paval effort. Lt is anly fair to Mr. Churchill to say
that when the iner history of this darving and dramatic
nndertakine eomes 1o be written, disclosures will be
made which will show ibat no such ccourse had ever
been planmed or contemplaled by him.  an entirely
sutisfactory arrangenent bad been made with another
Power i regard to this matler, particulars of which
wre quite well known te our men in the trenches atl
Gallipoti : and but for the unforeseen defeat of the then
Premier of that countrv, the adventure would have
taken from the first a very different course from that
which we have witnessed. Tn this matter Mr. Churchill
was entirely blameless, and in no way deserving of the
censure which has so frecly—and in ignerance of the
facts—been bestowed upon him,
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