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the Osservatore Romano, a translation of which is giveu
in the present number of Keome.

The Chaniber of Deputies of Holland

has voted a sum of inoney for the institution of a
‘temporary diplowatic mission to the Itoly Sce, and the
new Minister has been chosen although his name has
not vet been published. in proposing the vote the
Foreign Minister of Holland said: - During the last
few months we have frequently received news that the
Holy See has manifested good dispositions to exert it-
self for the restoration of peace should an opportune
moment. arise and should the bellizerents show them-
selves ready to put an end to the war. In consequence
of this we sent & person to Rome to ascertain if the news
were true, and to see whether the co-operation of the
Holy See with the Government of Holland were possible.
Concerning this co-operation the Cardinal Secretary of
State has sent me a letter in which he thanks me for the
attitude of the Government of llolland, and manifests
the desire that a representative of Ilolland be aceredited
to the Vattcan so that the co-operation mayv not be
retarded when the opporfune moment arrives.”  No 1his
15
One of the Significant Effects of the War:

While it has destroved the diplomatic relations of many
of the Powers with one another, it huas incereased the
number of accredited representatives to the floly Nee.
In this tenth month of the war the foilowine nations
are thus represented: Argentine, Austrin-llunguary,
Bavaria, Belglum,  Bolivia, BRrazil, Chili, Colombia,
Costa-Rica, =an Dondngo, Grewo Britain, Heltand,
Peru, Prussia, Servia, Spain. The threc most conspicn-
ous absentecs ave the United States, Franee, amd Ltaly.
Of course, Tormal relaiions between the Holy =ee and
Ttaly are uwnder prezent civeiinsiances goiie dnpossibde,
bat it is o faet worthy of note that tie war instead or
exasperating bas miticated the difflenlties of the situa-
tion.  And the same 1< trie of France,  Oniv the most
sanguine of Frenen Catholies coudd have expeeted that
4 Government headed v ML Vv would have eazily

consented to reuew toe oooad relations with the Pagpaey
so abruptiv broken Dwelve vewrs avo, It the pusition
of the United =tites i~ thovetior anonadons and un-
furtunate. .

There need be o atestion whatever of estaidishong
o permancnt American Fodessy or Legation o the
lloly mee. The Briveh Leecation i~ 0 Lemporary oo,
su is that o Holliand, Norocan 10 be areded that the
Goveruntent of the Poited Stotes wontd e l'!'l‘illill_‘__j B

precedent by sending o temporaey wisstore b the Holy
Nee. The
there alveidy.
President Taft bos Hved o Rome as o Buvey [atens

precedent o strikine and recent one, s
N fess dhstnvnrsned o pevson thin ex-

prdinary from the United States o the Bloly mecs o
settle the politieo cectostastivad ditfficuities oy frotn
the trans=ter of the Phalippine ks From =paan o
the United States, the Nueriean Govermnent took the
wise step of Treating ciit'z-rl!_\.' with the llu“.\; =ee, ard
the vood sense of the American penple cordially en-
dovsed the poliey i A
that there <houid be a temporary represcntative Trom
Ameriea Lere, 1 Amerva wihes to co Operate most,
effectively Tor the restoration of [rier whon the pro
pitious moment arrives i strety could oot do hictter
than follow the exaniple set this week by Holbnd  less
than half of whose population s Cathiolie

We publish this weel the important Tetter addressed
by the THoly Fathier tu the Dean ol the Sacered College,
Tt was expectd (v the pewspapers) thab his [olwess
wauld have felt bound, after Ttaly's entrance into the
war, to reiterafe his neutrality, He has not done so,
for the verv abvicus reason that the one fact which is
now universally recoguised by helligerents and neutrals,
by Governmments and peaples and individuals, is the
fact that

The Tloly Hee is Absolutely Impartial.

o wastby e ;rh]mll:llzt s now

Here in Ttaly a few radical newspapers Lke the
Messaggero of Rome and the Seeolo of Milan, always
noted for their anti-religious tendencies, have en-
deavared to make a critne out of this neutrality of the

—

Holy See, but their railings have no echo in the country.
The liberal press frankly acknowledges that 1he Pope
must continue to be neutral, and the ardor of patriotism
does not prevent the Catholies from realising and ad-
mitting the same truth. )

This is how the ("arriere d'ftalia, which is read
ahwost exclusively by Catholics, describes the situation,
in reply to some recent animadversions: * It is perfectly
true that the action of the Catholies of Italy is some-
thing entirely distinet from that of the ]In]y See.

In estunating the political cenditions of our
country and in forming & conscience as to what it
may rvequire of us in this mest grave peried of its
history, we feel ourselves to be in the full prssession
of that ltherty which is given to everv ritizen in face
of the needs of his Fatherland. But the person who
would involve in our respousibility respensibilities that
are far ligher, aud that by their nature and their
dignity far transcend the conditions of this or that
country, would be committing a very grievous error and
would inevitubly be contradicted by faets. . . . As
for the Chureh which s taxed by some radical news-
papers with absenteeism in these memorable davs, the
charge is a true one it it means that the Tioly See
observes as regards the Ttalian conflict that im;'m.riia?it_v
and nentrality which it has hitherto observed in the
European contlict.  The Catholie Churell, as represented
in its august Head and in the organisine which assist
i, is above all the competitions based on the mutable
conditions of States and Nations. lts words transcend
passing interests and conflicts to rise 1o the affirma-
trous of justice, truth, and peace which should find an
ceho o the heart of every man of good will to what-
ever nation or country he may belony, o this sense
it way be suid that the Floly See Is absent from, and
superior to, the  vicissitudes ol onr eountry at  the
preseat  hoar, although its absence certainly does naot
tnoply tndiiference for 11 also, winle not sharine. in the
srife of nations, does <hare 1 the irtads and anxieties
of the peoples Involved in the wreek of war”

fu normal times the stranver 1"'»]|)i11}__f to Rome is
nnediately struck by the great number of  priests,
clevies, and religlous v be seen in the streets— they are
the parochial clevgy, the prefares and officiads of the
Roman convrevations, the superioes and  students of
Lealinn and foreicu colleges, the cencraiitinl houses ol
redivicuz Orders und concrevations of men and wonen,
bishops and priests from all parte of the world here on
business  or on pilgrimage. The wur has  greatly
chinved 2l that o thers are no ecclesiastical  visitors
from: abroad, theve 1= hardly o clerie or religious here
from the Central Empires. hall the French students
of the secular and regulay clergy are at the front, even
the clerey of some neutral countries like IHolland have
tert and now Ttalian mobilisation has called to military
sevvies U large purtion of the priests aud religious in
Home.

Diocesan News

ARCHDIOCESE OF WELLINGTON

(From our own correspondent.)
Juluy 31.

The many Triends of Mre. W . F. Healy, of Brooklyn,
will regret Lo hear of the serions iliness of Mrs, Flealy,
who s at present in a private hospiial. ;

Rev, Tather Travers, who recently arrived from
Tasmabia to take up duaty e the archdiocese, has heen
appointed by his Grace Archbishop Redwood as parish
priest of Takapau.

Mr. J. J. Sullivan, of Auckland, who eontested the
Parnell seat at the last general election, i1s on a short
visit to Wellington.  During his stay here he addressed
the members of St. Bride's Club, and also the members
of the literary amd debating bramch of the Catholic
Cluh.



