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THE IRISH WOLFHOUND

MASCOTS FOR THFE 1RISII BRIGADE.

Mr. John Redmond, M., it {he course of a letter
to the press a few weeks ago, said:- -

‘I may say that, thtough the generosity and
public spirit of a leading Ivishman and Iriend of mine
it England, Mr. Thomas Ryan, of Buxton, I have been
placed in a position of Leing able to present, as = mascet,
an Insh woifliound to each of the three 1rish Brigades.
The dogs are most splendid animals, of the purest
strain, and they come from the finest Trish wolfliound
kennel, One of them stands 9% hauds high 1o the
shoulder, I hape personally to liuve the opportunity of
presenting these dogs te the brigades”

In conuection with Mr. Redmond’s intimation,
the following particulars vegarding the Tvish wolihound
will be of special Interest :

The Ivish wolfhound may hesi be deseribed as a2
big, powerful dog of the grexhownd 1ype: he is rough
in coat, long and enormously sivonyg 1 jaws, and pos-
sesses great bone.  fle has a twn ot speed faster inoa
sprint thar a foxhound, but slower than the crevhouwd
and the deerhound; hoth of winein are smaller and
lighter. It is satd that the Sentnish
descendant of the lrish wolthonnd : and it is probabte
that when the Lrish colnmised Seotland ander Rueda,
like all other peoples wlho =ettle 1n
took their domesticated amimals, including ther dogs
(says an cxchauvel. They were niotie docs, oo, big,
strony, courageous brules, and able cnoush 4o tackle
anything in Scotin Minor, as mectioag was stvled by the
old writers, Seotia Major bheine freland di-elf

There is a remarkabic quantity o evidence 1hat
the old wolfdow of Trelasd was narl a0 s nobility
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dog has becu so written aboai as the |
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II[SLrJI'}' of e Trish AWalioe .

The Rev, FEduomnd llocon, o bi- flostary of e
Trisho Wolfiday, tells that i ihe st contury of the
Christian cva the King of Connacht aned the King of
Ulster each offered the Winge of Leioster 01 caws,
chariot and horses for a famoons wolthannd, and went
to war Lo decide the 1ssue.

Going back over the centuries, b is huderesling to
note that Pliny relutes a combat 10 which the dogs of
Epirus bore & part.  [le descrilbies them as muach taller
than mastilffs and of grevhound form, detatling an
account of their conguests with o o and o elephant.
The allusion to the greyhound dike dow and higger than
the mastiff certainly points to the ol Lrish wolldog.
It is difficult {0 imagine that any dow wounld have the
strength or the phyvsical proportims to withstand the
stroke of a Lion or the swing or slamp of the elephant,
but it is admitled the Trish dov was very strong, and
perhaps even more so in the davs of the_nld Roman
arena. Strabe (B.C. 5%, A.D. 243 describes a large
and powerful greybound as having been in use amony
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the Celtic and British nations, and as being held in
such high estimation by them as to have been imported
into Gaul for the purposes of the chase. Selius describes
a large and powerful greyhound as having been_im-
ported into Ireland by the Belgae, thus identifying
the Irish wolfdog with the celebrated Belgic dogs of
antiquity, which were taken to Rome,

Bir James Warr, in his Antiguities of Ireland,
thus writes regarding the Irish wolfdog about 1630 : —
‘I must here take notice of those hounds which from
their hunting of wolves are commonly called wolfdogs
—being creatures of great gize and strength and of a
fine shape.” Camden about 1568 says: - The Irish
wolfliound is similar in shape to the greylhionnds, bigger
than a mastiff and traclable as a spaniel.” Stamhurst’s
description of Treland about 1560 contains this short
account of the Trish wolfdog:—* Treland is stored of
cows, excellent horses, of hawkes, fish, and fowls. They
are not without wolves, and grevhounds to hunt them,
bigger of bone and limb than a ecolt.” In November,
1562, the Irish chieftain, Shane O'Neill, forwarded to
Queen Elizabeth of England, through Robert Earl of
Lieicester, a present of two horses, two hawks, and two
Tvish wolfdogs, and 1n 153385 Sir John Pervott, who was
Deputy of Treland, seni out to Sir Francis Walsingham,
then Seerelary of State, in Londou, a brace of good
wolidors, one black and one white. When Sir Thomas
Rowe wus Ambassador at the Court of 1he Great Mogul,
in the year 1613, that emperor desired him to send for
seme Irish grevhonods as the most welerme present he
could make, . '

Getting Searce.

Toward the end of the eighteenih century, as before
writien, the true wolfdiovs of Frelanid were gelting scarce,
SRmith (177D, in his History of Weaterford, suys that
the dog, formerly abounding in the country, was be-
coming nearly extinet; that the dog was mueh taller
thar the mastiff, but made more like a greyhound.
Pennant ¢(1776-81) renuunks thal the dog  was then
seavee.  Bewielk (1792) asseris 1hat the Teish wolfdog
wis the Jargest of dis kind and the most beautiful. Tt
was at one time serviceable for hunting the fox, the
sty and the hare.

The antignity of the Trish dov s vouched for. e
dhied out, but there remated the Scotfizh deerhrund,
hix ofizhoot, and the German bowchound of the light,
type to hreed from s and Jrom this athisnee and careful
atter breeding, the gquality of the deerhonnd being kept
mosiehits the present-dav Trishh wolfliound was pro-
thuced.  That he 1= a mavnificent animal no one will
dembt 1+ aned, turther, he is it and able (o tackle a wolf,
atthomgl he nught not be always capable of overtaking
the Lirge timber woll. The wolf jnoves along at an
easv hut deceiving gait, guickening bis pace when he is
forced : and it is becanse of his speed aud lis endurance
that 1t s difficult to run hin down with a gned pack
of toxhounds. It has faken four consecutive days, not
ranaing im af night, on the sione wolf to make him
tura round and face his encmies.

More for Ornament than 1Use.

The Trsh wolfhound iz kept to-day more for orna-
wenl than fer use, and e is seldomn taken ot for actual
work.  Tf he met a wolf 10 a corner e wonld pitt up a
cood fight, and probably conld overcomie a full-grown
woll.  In breeding for great size in lvish wolfliounds
comsiderable difficulty has been experienced by breeders
in raising them so that they shall attain all those pro-
pertiex {hat go to make a big, sound dog.  Many of
them go wrouyg in their hindguarters, and their in-
carried hovks point to o serions defect-—a weakness, in
fact. This fault, however, 15 prevalent in large breeds,
such as mastifls and St Bernards, which, becanse of
their massive frames o bodies, break down in the
pasterns as puppies: also in tlhieir hocks. That is the
reason great size of bone is required in the Trish wolf-
hound.  All this substance is wanted as a prop to sup-
pert the heavy-bodied dog.  Sound food and gentle
exerese do the rest.

Habits ol Trish Wolfdog,

Tt is best, if there 1s space and opportunity, to

allow the Irish wolfhound puppy absolute freedom from
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