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Science Siitings

B ‘ Vour.’

Excessive Raing Due to War,

Father Martin ¥, Breunan, the astronomical scien-
tist, of Kenrick Seminary, Ht. Louis, advances the
theory that the excessive rains in the United States
have been caused by the European war. He bases lis
assertion on scientifie facts. - The continuous and heavy
gun fire in this terrible war (Father Brennan says) is
probably the best explanation of the rains in this coun-
try. The gases, which ave composed mastiv ol hydrn-
carbon, that avise after each explosion, upset. the at-
mespliere, causing the oxvgen ol the air and the hydro-
gen from the hydrocarbon to suix, preducing a watery
vapor, which i3 eioried Jmimeuse distiniees by trade
winds and currents. The watery vapor later condenses
and precipitates in the form of van. During the (ivil
War T waz in 2t, Leads and partiealarly neoted that
after each battle it invariably raived in sections near
the sceue of battle, and sometimes as fav north as St
Louis. Tt is reasonrable to belleve the same thing s
happening now, only that the watery vapor is carried
farther, whiel i due o the heavier firtng in the Euro-
pean war.’

Marvellon= Tnventinn

The naval oncrations of the war iremarks  the
Standardy have alicady given ample wof o the sure
and deadly developament of anderswater attack. Manes
and torpedoes-and partienlarly the Loter--are helng
nusedd extonsivelv, createst efficacy,
A Amertean has lotely sueceedeed o peadacing o sew
type of torpedo whivh os vomad ot Targely o the
existin‘l_; difliculties of (l('d:fn_ with e subtle nature
of submarine wartave.  The vadin-contrnlieod tornede, as
it 1s calledd, Dhas bieen beoweht ot e h oo state o
fection that it Las alveady veceived the apnvoval of the
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Tinited Statis War Devartonen: Tl Tuventionn mnkes
1 possible too cogntrsd Ui ot o a0 subiperored
ttJl'i){’L{ll L wireless ST [ o
IANTe Ol vistur desisTral Lo ear ot e sdeti e o
the invention liave been ke COTY serrel ik are now
the exclusiva proeperty of Loe Meriean Governtoent.

Trench Pepesenpes

Trench perisenpes are the creat feld for
inventors theze dava, and
manufactured in crest guantitios and st to the men
at the frout. 'The it stmprlest
form, compoxed ol Tao nirrers o arranced
that when the tube = pushed halfway up over the top
of the trench the =eldier ean ifuok into (he mirror at
the bottom of the tube and =ee what 15 volne on in
frout cf the trench, the scene I)C‘%TI}_" caneht }_}‘\' the top
mirror and reflected down to the lower mirror.  Klabor-
ate periscopes are beine made that have macnifying
lenzes which give a wile held of vision and have other
advantages; but the great run 3= on very simple ones
that can be packed down into a litle packet case, and
yeb can be put into speration guickly.  Another design
has the lwo wirrors separate, cach withh a clamp om its
side. The two mirrors are clamped to & rifle barrel,
one & foot or two above the othier. The rifle is then
pointed up in the air and the man i the trench has a
gafe view of the enemv's lerritary.
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Submarine’s Treasure Search,

A spherical submarine, wow being built, appar-
ently solves the problem of rvecoveriug treasure from
ships sunk at great depths (says Popnlar Mechanivs
Meagaziney. The new submarine cousists of a steel
sphere, 8ft in diameter and capable of carrying two
workmen. 1t is designed to be lowered into the water
from a tender, but is provided with electrically-driven
propellers, by which it can be moved about in the water
as it hangs at the end of the cable. One of its essential
features 1s a set of four electro-magnets, which, when
energized by cwrrent frem the moters within the sphere,
serve to hold it securely to the steel hull of a sunken

ship. Current for the operation is supplied through a
cable running down from the tender. In addition to
this equipment it will be provided with electric dritls
for piercing the side of tho ship, and with a rowerfil
search-light for working purposes and for exploring the
hed of the cceau when the exact location of a sunkenw
ship is not known.

No table, however nice the Crockery, looks so well
as when it has a bit of nice
GLASSWARE.
To get really nice Glassware vou will find SMITH &
LAING’S, INVERCARGILL, the best place,

Ladies ! Wear MANN’S BOOTS
lGents! Wear MANN’S BOOTS

OUR PRICES ARE RIGHT.

Agents for Bostack Celehrated
English Footwear.
We will give Tublet readers

mentioning the paper when pur-
chasing, a8 discount of 1/. in £

04 Vivian 5Street,

And 177 Cuba Street, | WELLINGTON

Timaru Readers!

We beg to advise residents of Timaru that we have
opened a branch in that town.

We are stocking a large range of Travelling Requisites
and Fancy Leather Goods in our usual high guality,

-
In Saddlery, ITaruess, and Horse Covers, we can offer
you an excellent selection at low prices.

Triggs & Denton

89 Manchester Street :
And at -

Christchurch
Stafford Street, Timaru

CORNER OF QUEEN &
WELLESLEY STRERTS Auckland

FURNISHING IRONMONGERS AND
GENERAL IIARDWARE MERCHANTS.

Ward & Co.’s Unrivalled
Ales and Stout

BUPERIOR TO ENGLISH AND AT LESS COST

YOUR BOY IS AWAY'1 1

Wouldn't you like a nice Enlargement from his photo
graph?  Let us do one for you, we never fail to please.

GAZE & CO., PHOTOGRAPHERS, HAMILTON



